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AMERICA’S FOOD SUPPLY DIRECTOR 


United States has put its f sup- 

ply in the hands of an executive 
board. What this board can or will do is 
as yet uncertain, but the fact that its 
chairman is Herbert Clark Hoover, until 
recently chairman of the Commission for 
Relief in Belgium, indicates that it will 
not suffer from sluggishness or ineffi- 
ciency. Mr. Hoover now occupies an un- 
paralleled position as regards the Ameri- 
can people, and a still more extraordinary 
one in his relation to the producers or 
manufacturers of food. 


| ee the first time in its history, the 


The following brief sketch of his career _ 


is based largely upon an article published 
in The Bellman in 1915. 

Herbert Clark Hoover was born in Iowa 
43 years ago, graduated at Leland Stan- 


ford University, California, when 21 years | 


old, and received his degree of B.A. in 
mining engineering. That year he was 
with the United States Geological Survey 
of the Sierra Nevada Mountains; the fol- 
lowing year he was assistant manager of 
the Carlisle mines in New Mexico and the 
Morning Star mines in California. 

When only 24 he became associated as 
consulting mining engineer with some of 
the larger mining companies in London, 
and in this capacity went to Australia as 
chief of the mining staff. In 1899 he was 
chief engineer of the Chinese Imperial 
Bureau of Mines. The next year he par- 
ticipated in the defense of Tientsin nena | 
the Boxer disturbances, and was engage 
in the construction of the harbor of Ching 
Wang Tow, as well as being the manager 
of the Chinese Engineering and Mining 
Co. From 1902 to 1908 he was a partner 
in Bewick, Moreing & Co., mine operators 
of London, and since 1900 he has been 
identified with mining finances in London, 
being a director or managing director of 
eight mining, engineering, construction, 
development or petroleum companies. 

In 1903 he undertook, in addition to his 
other enterprises, the reorganization of 
several mining companies wrecked by 
Whittaker Wright, and soon transformed 
them into dividend-paying properties. The 
mines directed by Mr. Hoover employed 
125,000 men at the beginning of the war, 
and produced metal of a total value as 
great as the entire annual metal product 
of California. His work has been not only 
that of a consulting engineer and a finan- 
cier but of a great administrator as well. 
His residence and head offices were in Lon- 
don, with branch offices in New York and 
San Francisco, 

Outside of mining circles, Mr. Hoover 
was comparatively unknown in America 
when the present war began. On Tuesday, 
Aug. 4, 1914, a large number of Ameri- 
cans presented themselves at the Ameri- 
con consulate in London. They were in 
dire straits. The English banks were 
closed, and in consequence they could not 
cash their letters of credit. Many of them 
were people of small means, and they 
found themselves stranded without money 
in a strange city. 

The American consul appealed to Mr. 
Hoover for assistance in song 1d finan- 
cial relief for these travellers. He met the 
emergency with characteristic energy and 
resource. Advancing from his private 
means sufficient money to satisfy require- 
ments, he cashed all demands made upon 
him by the stranded Americans. All that 
was necessary was for them to substan- 
tiate their claims to American citizenship. 
He honored whatever they offered, drafts, 
checks or express orders, He took every- 
thing, and if the applicants had nothing 
else he took their word, cashing their due 
bills as freely as checks drawn on letters 
of credit. 

Mr. Hoover’s thorough knowledge of con- 
ditions existing in London, and the confi- 
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dence in which he was held by the leading 
banking institutions, assisted him materi- 
ally in this undertaking, which was con- 
ducted with amazing promptness.. While 
the ruling rate of exchange in London 
went-as high as $7 to the pound sterling, 
he was able to effect exchange at $5, muc 
to the advantage of those he assisted. ~ 
Later, the emergency organization 





lar and wholly unbusiness-like transac- 
tions. : ‘ 
After this brilliant incidental service to 
his countrymen, Mr. Hoover’s reputation 
as a man capable of doing things which 
were difficult became established outside 
of his own profession. It was, therefore, 
to him that Ambassador Page turned when 
it became necessary to organize a com- 


Herbert Clark Hoover 


Chairman of the New Federal Food Commission 


quickly effected by Mr. Hoover was de- 
veloped into a more complete and perma- 
nent form, by means of which Americans 
were able to cable their friends in the 
United States to deposit funds in Ameri- 
can banks. Instructions being cabled to 
London by these banks, the equivalent of 
sums thus deposited were passed over to 
travellers. 

In order to protect the London banks 
financing these transactions, Mr. Hoover 
and his associates gave a guaranty of 
$50,000. It is pleasant to know that prac- 
tically every penny of the money advanced 
to these Americans was aid, and that 
no loss was incurred through these irregu- 


mission to supply food to the Belgian civil 
population. 

The problem presented to Mr. Hooyer 
was supremely difficult. Briefly, it was to 
feed between 6,000,000 and 7,000,000 peo- 

le, at least one-quarter of them abso- 
utely destitute, in a country devastated 
by war, its staple food supply exhausted, 
its mail, rey h and tr rtation 
facilities cut off, its industries paralyzed, 
its exports prohibited, its shops nearly all 
pedis ay a country existing under a military 
government, necessarily rigid in its regu- 
lations, with a currency of no value for the 
purpose of purchasing the food supplies 
necessary to the continued existence of its 


population, and both food supplies and 
ocean transportation rates commanding 
record prices. 

It is probably unprecedented in history 
that representatives of a neutral nation, 
voluntarily interposing between bellig- 
erents on behalf of the civil population of 
an occupied territory, have been permitted 
by the consent and, to a degree, by the co- 
operation, of the belligerent ‘powers and 
with the help of the people themselves, to 
provide f for the maintenance of the 
noncombatants. 

That the gigantic task was accomplished, 
and that for nearly 30 months the people 
of Belgium and northern France were fed 
and clothed, was due to the extraordinary 
efficiency of the organization built up by 
Mr. Hoover, the Commission for Relief in 
Belgium and its co-operating ally, the 
Comité National de Secours et d’Alimen- 
tation. These commissions have applied, 
voluntarily and gratuitously, to the solu- 
tion of this problem the same astute, direct 
and effective methods which, under ordi- 
nary circumstances, they would bring to 
bear + ge their own large financial, com- 
mercial and industrial undertakings. This 
is the secret of the miracle that has been 
accomplished in Belgium and northern 
France: the maintenance of nearly 10,000,- 
000 people through a purely provisional 
organization consisting of emergency vol- 
unteers who enlist in the cause of 
humanity. 

An English commentator on the work 
of the Commission for Relief in Belgium 
has spoken of Mr. Hoover thus: 

“We know in England that to the 
American Commission for Relief in Bel- 
gium we owe the safety and the lives of 
the bulk of the Belgian nation. Our gov- 
ernment took the personal word of honor 
of your fellow-countryman, Mr. Hoover, 
as an international assurance in a way 
which has no precedent and no parallel in 
the history of peace or war. On the pledge 
of one American, we have allowed to go 
into Belgium millions of dollars’ worth of 
food which would be of priceless military 
and other value to the Germans who oc- 
cupy the country. Mr. Hoover, in the 
name of the Commission, told us this 
would go only to the Belgians. We took 
his word and have had no reason to re- 
gret it. 

“But our military and naval authorities 
would never be justified in taking the 
word, under the circumstances of a life 
and death struggle, of one American, or 
even of the American nation, unless they 
were convinced that with it went the pow- 
er and ability to ‘make good.’ We have 
found that you are as good as your word. 
Your flag has safeguarded more relief 
than the philanthropy of the whole world 
ever dreamed it would be asked to supply. 
Under the Stars and Stripes a distressed 
civilian army, greater than the combined 
militant armies of France and Germany, 
has been kept alive.. Impelled by human- 
ity and guided by an efficiency that is the 
envy of a ae government, you 
free 9 the-lines of all armies, broke all 
lockades, and gained the first really de- 
cisive victory of the war.” 

No other man in history has had such an 
amazing experience in the feeding of a 
nation as Mr. Hoover. Even had the task 
not been complicated by the uncertainties 
and dangers arising from a state of war, 
the problem of supplying food for nearly 
ten million people would have remained 
one of the most monumental ever under- 
taken by any one man. It is, therefore, 
eminently fitting that Mr. Hoover should 
have been selected as the final authority in 
dealing with the food supply of the Unit- 
ed States, at a time when the nation must 
both feed its own people and contribute 
generously to the support of its allies. 
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RATE DECISIONS RENDERED 


Interstate Commerce Commission Hands 
Down Decisions in Various Cases In- 
volving Grain or Flour Shipments 


Wasuincton, D. C., April 28.—The 
Interstate Commerce Conmaiedion has ren- 
dered its decision in the case of the Ameri- 
can Milling Co., Peoria, Ill., against the 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway 
Co., and others. The complaint in this 
case, filed March 18, 1916, alleged that the 
rates charged on 220 carloads of grain by- 
products shipped from Peoria to various 
destinations in Central Freight Associa- 
tion territory, between Jan. 8, 1914, and 
Sept. 1, 1914, were unreasonable and un- 
justly discriminatory, to the extent that 
they exceeded the rates formerly in effect 
and subsequently established. 

“Under defendants’ tariffs, grain by- 
products were included in list of articles 
taking the grain products rate prior to 
about March 16, 1910. _ Both local and 
reshipping rates were published on grain 
and grain products. e reshipping rates 
were in most instances Ic less than the 
corresponding local rates. Grain by-prod- 
ucts were accorded reshipping rates. 

“On or about the date named, the rates 

“on grain by-products were published in 
the tariffs under a separate item. These 
were local only, and in most instances 
were Ic less than the local rates Bs gona 
to grain and grain products. result 
of this change was to apply local rates to 
grain by-products, in most instances the 
same as the reshipping rates on grain and 
grain products. The incidents of transit 
in connection with grain by-products were 
thereby avoided. 

“During the year 1913, defendants and 
other carriers filed tariffs proposing to 
increase by Ic per 100 lbs their local rates 
on grain by-products from Chicago, 
Peoria, East St. Louis, IL, and the Mis- 
sissippi River to Central Freight Associ- 
ation territory and trunk line terminals. 
Increases were also pro in the rates 
on a and grain products from points 
in Illinois to various markets. The can- 
cellation of certain proportional rates 
from the Mississippi River crossings and 
other increases were also involved. Pro- 
tests were filed against the proposed rates 
from Mississippi River crossings. The 
tariffs prog these rates, and also the 
proposed rates from Chicago and Peoria, 
were suspended, although no protest was 
filed against the proposed rates from 
Peoria.” 

The commissioners referred to a former 
case in grain rates in the Central Freight 
Association territory, in which they found 
that proposed rates from the Mississippi 
River crossings had not been justified. 
They preteen t the report, however, by ex- 
plaining that, as a great number of tariffs 
were under suspension, only those that had 
been protested would be examined. They 
state now that no protest against the in- 
creased rates from Peoria was made by 
the complainant, because it was thought 
that whatever action was taken with re- 
spect to grain by-products from St. Louis 
would govern as to the rates from Peoria. 

The increased rates were made effective 
from Chicago and Peoria, Jan. 8, 1914. 
The Chicago reshippers then complained 
to the carriers about the situation, which 
had been protested as being prejudicial to 
them because of the lower rates from St. 
Louis. Therefore, the former rates were 
restored from both Chicago and Peoria 
on Sept. 1, 1914. The Lake Erie & West- 
ern Railroad restored its rates from Pe- 
oria on July 1, 1914. 

The shipments involved in this case 
moved from Peoria while the increased 
rates were in effect. Char were col- 
lected thereon at the rates legally appli- 
cable. During the period the increased 
rates applied on in by-products, there 
were no inc rates imposed for re- 
shipping grain and grain products. 
carriers contend that the — rates on 
grain by-products char; rom Peoria 
were inherently reasonable, and urged that 
the situation at Peoria is not similar to 
that at St. Louis, on which the cited case 
is 

The commissioners held that the dis- 
tinction drawn between the situation at St. 
Louis and at Peoria is without force, since 
it does not appear that any grain products 
as a rule move from Peoria on other than 
reshipping rates. During the period the 
increased rates were in effect on grain by- 
products from Peoria, grain products, a 
competing commodity, could be handled in 


‘central freigh 
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‘many instances on rates that were lower. 


In conclusion the commissioners say: 
“We find that defendants have ‘not sus- 

tained the burden of justifying the in- 

creased rates during the period in ques- 


tion, and that the rates charged on the. 


pata posse in question were unreasonable 
and unduly prejudicial to the extent that 


they exceeded rates in effect prior to Jan. - 


8, 1914. We further find that complain- 
ant made the shipments as descri and 
aid and bore charges thereon at the rates 
rein found to have been unreasonable; 
that it was dama; to the extent that the 
charges collected exceeded the charges 
that would have accrued at the rates here- 
in found to have been reasonable; and that 
it is entitled to reparation, with interest.” 


CHICAGO BOXCAR SHORTAGE 


The Board of Trade of Chicago~has 
filed complaint with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission against the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Co., and 
others, alleging on behalf of its members 
a totally inadequate supply of empty cars 
for the loading of grain and grain prod- 
ucts. 

The complaint states that prior to Jan- 
uary, 1916, Chicago dealers in grain and 
grain products experienced little or no 
difficulty in securing empty boxcars for 
the shipment of grain from their mills, 
or elevators where their ge was stored, 
to eastern points, either for domestic con- 
sumption or for export; but commencing 
with January, 1916,-there has been an 
ever-increasing difficulty in getting cars, 
and that at the present time, by reason of 
the utter failure and refusal of the car- 
riers to furnish even a small proportion 
of the boxcars necessary to move grain 
and the commodities manufactured and 
sold by members of the Board of Trade, 
a very serious situation results, to the 
great detriment of the members engaged 
in business at Chicago. 

The complaint recites that one of its 
members has had on file since July, 1916, 
with one of the defendants, an order for 
about 400 boxcars, which were absolutely 
necessary for the proper conduct of busi- 
ness, and that the defendant failed and 
refused to furnish any boxcars whatso- 
ever; that the failure to obtain cars is 
causing great congestion of freight in 
and around the grain elevators and mills 
in Chicago, and that the elevators are 
filled to overflowing with grain that can- 
not be moved; that the defendants have 
been frequently requested, urged and be- 
sought to furnish cars, but have failed to 
do so. The complaint alleges that this 
failure is in contravention to and violative 
of section 1 of the act to regulate com- 
merce. 

Further complaint is made that the de- 
fendants, while refusing to furnish cars 
for the transportation of wheat to be 
shipped from Chicago, are furnishing cars 
for the same commodity to competitors of 
members of the Board of Trade who are 
located at points east of Chicago in the 
t association and eastern 
trunk territories; and the complainant is 
informed and believes that at points east 
of Chicago cars are furnis in much 
greater numbers to shippers engaged in 
lines of business other than the grain 
business, and that if the empty cars 
owned and in the possession of the de- 


fendants were ratably distributed in pro-. 


portion to the necessities of the shippers 
located at and east of Chicago, there 
would not result the acute and disastrous 
shortage of cars at Chicago. 

The defendants operating lines west of 
Chicago, so the complaint states, are fur- 
nishing the competitors of the complain- 
ant with boxcars when requested, and the 
defendants operating lines east of Chi- 
cago are accepting the cars loaded on 
western roads for movement to points 
east of Chicago, often via Chicago itself, 
while the same defendants are refusing 
to furnish cars or accept loaded cars of 
grain and grain products at Chicago for 
shipment east to markets of consumption 
or for export. 

Further, the defendants refuse to per- 
mit cars loaded with grain, ordered from 
the inspection tracks in the Chic: dis- 
trict to the elevators in Chicago and there 
unloaded, to be reloaded with grain for 
points east. Certain of the defendants 
have placed frequent and prolonged em- 
bargoes on short notice against receivi 
the commodities shipped by members, an 
in modifying or raising the embargoes it 
has frequently happened that the defend- 


ants have raised the embargo in the East 
and ‘accepted freight from various com- 
tors, and have accepted shipments 
rom other shippers in other lines of busi- 
ness long before the embargo had been 
modified or raised at Chicago. 
- Reference is also made to the fact that 
there are located at various points along 
the Atlantic seaboard dealers’ in grain 
who are in constant and acute competi- 
tion with the dealers in grain in Chic: 
and the complainant alleges that the de- 
fendants have adopted the practice of 
refusing to handle grain for export, unless 
the shipper is able to show that he has 
made. ocean transportation engagements 
for the acceptance of his grain by ocean 
vessels upon arrival of grain at the sea- 
board. 

The complaint prays that the defend- 
ants be required to answer the .several 
charges, and that after investigation an 
order be entered commanding the de- 
fendants to cease from the alleged viola- 
tion of the act to regulate commerce. An 
affidavit, under date of Feb. 8, 1917, in 
support of the motion is submitted by J. 
P. Griffin, president of the Chicago Board 
of Trade, in which he states that because 
of the failure to obtain cars there are 
approximately 30,000,000 bus grain in 
Chicago elevators awaiting shipment; and 
he further states that there are various 
vessels under charter at eastern points on 
which demurrage is being charged against 


Chicago shippers in amounts varying’ 


from $400 to $1,600 per day, and that 
owing to the lack of cars the members of 
the complainant Board of Trade are un- 
able to have the grain transported to said 
vessels. He says that, unless immediate 
relief is afforded, at and irreparable 


loss and injury will accrue to the mem- 
bers. 


Since the complaint was drawn, heroic 
steps have been taken by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, in co-operation 
with the railroads, to correct the evils 
mentioned, but the complaint stands with 
the Commission, filed under date of 
April 2, 

RAILROADS SEEK RATE INCREASE 


On April 2, 24 railroads filed with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission their 
formal ‘petition asking the Commission to 
amend its rules of tariff publication, to 
permit the carriers in western classifica- 
tion territories to make a general per- 
centage advance in freight rates by brief 
supplements to their existing tariffs, and 
that such advance be permitted to become 
effective without suspension. 

Such an advance in freight rates is de- 
clared to be necessary in order to enable 
the roads to meet the financial outlay in- 
cident to the observation of the Adamson 
law, the increased cost of equipment and 
of capital, increased taxes, and to meet 
the demands of the general commerce of 
the country and the additional obligations 
that are arising in connection with the 
plans for national defense. It is declared 
that these increased costs and obligations 
cannot be met by the revenue derived 
from the present basis of rates. 


CARLOAD MINIMUMS JUSTIFIED 


In the protest brought by the Fort 
Worth (Texas) Freight Bureau against 
the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Rail- 
road Co., and others, on carload mini- 
mums, the Commission has decided that 
“the proposed minimum weights on car- 
loads of grain screenings, oat elippings 
and oat dust from Fort Worth, Texas, 
and other points to various interstate 
points are found justified.” 

By schedules to take effect Aug. 
15 and Sept. 9, 1916, respondents pro- 
posed to establish graduated minimum 
weights on carload shipments of grain 
screenings, oat clippings, and oat dust, 
when loaded in cars 40 ft 6 ins in length, 
thereby increasing the minimums for cars 
over that size. aa protest by the Fort 
Worth Freight Bureau, these schedules 
of increased minimum weights were sus- 
pended until Dec. 13, 1917. 

At the present time, the rates on oats 
apply also on oat clippings, oat dust and 
oat hulls. Grain screenings take corn 
rates, subject to a minimum weight of 
40,000 Ibs, except that, when the marked 
capacity of the car is less, such marked 
capacity governs, but in no case on. less 
than 30,000 Ibs. The minimum weights 
applicable to oats are generally 32,000 Ibs. 

n the protest against the schedules it 
was alleged that it was impossible to load 


- May 2, 1917 


grain screenings, oa Sieping: and éle.. 


vator dust to the~ pi Minimum 


weights. 
UNLAWFUL CHARGES ALLEGED 

The Globe Grain & Milling Co., | 0; 
Angeles, Cal., has filed complaint witi, the 
Interstate Commerce Commission aginst 
the Los Angeles & Salt. Lake Railroad 
in which it alleges that between Fe, ; 
1915, and April 4, 1916, 132 carload. 5; 
wheat were shipped from points in [ {.) 
and Idaho via the Los Angeles & Salt 
Lake City Railroad to Los Tages upon 
rates published in a tariff, effective |). 
tween that railroad and the Oregon $)\,); 
Line Railroad; that, in addition, a sw j\.);. 
ing charge of $2.50 per car was imp. «<d 
for the delivery of each carload ship))).-1; 
from the transfer or interchange poi; o{ 
defendant’s line at Los Angeles with the 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Co.’s »,j\; 
and the mill of the defendant. 

The company alleges that the swiich- 
ing charges should have been absor\eq 
under the published tariff, and that ) .\- 
ment of them subjected the complai) \nt 
to unjust or unreasonable and unla\: {| 
charges, upon each and every one of {he 
shipments referred to. Complaii int 
prays that the defendant be require:| to 
answer the charges, and after due in: ¢s- 
tigation an order be made commaniing 
defendant to pay the complainant by way 
of reparation for unlawful charges. 


Ricuarp B. Warrors. 





Interstate Freight Claims 

That the simplest and best remedy to a 
shipper for recovering damages for |0ss 
of or injury to an interstate shipment 
carried over connecting lines is, ordinar- 
ily, a claim against the initial carricr, is 
shown by the late decision of the United 
States district court for the southern dis- 
trict of Georgia in the case of Johnson- 
Brown Co. vs. Delaware, Lackawanna & 
Western Railroad Co. It was there de- 
termined that a = has no valid claim 
against an intermediate or delivering car- 
rier on account of damages sustained to 
the goods in transit, without showing that 
the injury occurred on the line of that 
company. 

Referring to the provisions of the Car- 
mack amendment, under which an initial 
carrier is made liable for loss or damage 
occurring anywhere in transit, the court 
says: 

“In order to avoid the great confusion 
which existed on this subject, Congress, 
by the amendment, has afforded the ship- 
per the most convenient means of redress 
from any carrier, which, by interrelation, 
had undertaken to transport his goocs in 
interstate commerce. The simplicity and 
effectiveness of this remedy would be ren- 
dered nugatory if the shipper was at lib- 
erty to single out and sue any one or more 
of the succeeding carriers. The recourse 
of the initial carrier, if not to blame, is to 
adjust its loss with the succeeding carriers 
which are blamable.” 


ANGLES OF SALES CONTRACTS 


When a written contract for sale of 
s calls for delivery f.o.b. place of 
shipment, the buyer will not be permitted 
to rely upon a claimed verbal agreement, 
made at the time of or before the signing 
of the writing, for delivery at some other 
point. 

And although a contract calls for ship- 
ment “at once,” placing in transit within 
two days is timely, where the buyer knows 
that the seller must obtain cars for !0ad- 
ne and the latter does not unnecess:'rily 
delay in procuring them. 

Deciding these p itions of law in 
the case of Lawson vs. Hobbs, the Virvinia 
supreme court of appeals lately sai: 

“Where qualif: pe words are used in 
connection with the words ‘free on board’ 
or ‘f.o.b.,’ then the contract may be con- 
strued to have a different meaning. but 
so far as we are informed, there is no ‘is- 
sent from the proposition that where. re- 
ferring to shipments by rail, the words 
‘free on Bas or the letters ‘f.o.!)., 4 
certain place, are used, without any other 
words in the contract indicating a quilifi- 
cation of their meaning, the courts have 
construed them to mean that the su! ject 
of _ is to be placed on board 01 = 
for shipment without any expense 0° 2c 
on the part of the bu mg that as soon 
as so placed the title is to pass to the 
buyer, and the property be wholly «! his 
risk, and that such words are not open to 
construction.” 

A. L. H. Sreeet. 








an 
iss 
er! 
the 


1S | 


cio 


Br 


try 
wil 
of 
foc 


Br 
ave 
ing 
vit 
cri 
ess 


tha 
the 
An 
wh 
an 
the 
wh 
fac 
hav 
one 


is 1 
thi 
mu 
ma 
cal 
buy 
cov 


cro 
pal 
the 
any 
alli 
aut 
doy 
nin 
ant 
div 


up 
the 
nec 
acc 
in| 
ed 

Or 
to « 
her 
pur 
do 

the 
to « 
suff 
bus 
ing 
Tea 


set 

hav 
this 
bar 





17 


ele-. 


mum 


Los 
1 the 
ainst 
‘oad, 
b. 5, 
Is of 
Utah 
Salt 
ipon 
be- 
hort 
itch. 
osed 
nent 
it of 
| the 
ils 


ch- 
rhed 
pay- 
ant 
\ ful 
the 
ant 
(to 
ives- 
Jing 
way 











May 2, 1917 


eee 





THE: WMORTHWESTERN MILLER 
EDITED-BY: WILLIAM C. EDGAR 
ROBERT E. STERLING -A 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


ruieeae 
























Fish River Roller Mills, “there’s ary)where 
aman that’s more peaceful toward competition 
than Iam. At the same time, when that old hill billy that 
runs the mill up to Crooked Tree Crossin’ begun sellin’ 
flour right here on Fish River at fourbits a sack under ‘Fetch- 
it’s Pride’ an’ deliverin’ it door to door with a Ford hell- 
hound, I riz right up in rebellion. By the time the Crooked 

Tree price on wheat was bid up to two dollars a bushel 
he was dang glad to quit. Competition 1s competition 
but cuttin’ four bits a sack is jes’ plain orneryness.” 








POLITICS AND FOOD 

The Northwestern Miller again insists, 
and will continue to do so as long as the 
issue is debatable,—that is, until the gov- 
ernment decides upon its food policy,— 
that the example of Europe in this respect 
is valuable only as a solemn warning. 

At such a time as this, it seems ungra- 
cious to criticize the policy of Great 
Britain in regard to food supply; the 
United States is now allied with that coun- 
try, and must, of course, work in harmony 
with her allies. Nevertheless, the question 
of meeting the emergency of a possible 
food shortage depends for its answer upon 
America, and the manner in which Great 
Britain handles its share of the world’s 
available food supply having direct bear- 
ing upon this question, it is, therefore, of 
vital concern to America. Hence such 
criticism is not only permissible, but nec- 
essary to the common safety. 

This journal has already pointed out 
that the wheat buyers for the allies, by 
their injudicious methods, have upset the 
American market, added to the panic in 
wheat and flour, wasted their own money, 
and brought upon the American consumer 
the hardship of exorbitant prices for 
wheat flour. They have not been the only 
factor in this sensational advance, but they 
have been the chief and the determining 
one. 

If, as seems apparent, the United States 
is to be responsible for feeding the allies, 
this agency for creating abnormal prices 
must be withdrawn from the speculative 
markets. It must cease to come in at criti- 
cal moments and stimulate prices by heavy 
buying. It must no longer attempt to 
cover both the present and future needs 
of the allies on the fag-end of a short 
crop. It must stop contributing to public 
panic by trying selfishly to seize upon all 
the wheat in sight, on the theory that, if 
any one is to go without, it shall not be the 
allies. It must co-operate with American 
authorities to keep the price of wheat 
down as low as possible. It must stop run- 
ning on the bank and rushing the boats, 
and take its share of the crop by proper 


division and orderly process. 
Since the United States will be called 
upon to make food sacrifices in behalf of 


the allies, and is prepared to do so, if 
necessary, it is certainly in order-to call to 
account the stewardship of Great Britain 
In regard to food supplies already export- 
ed and now being shipped to that country. 
Ordinarily, America would have no right 
to demand such an accounting. She is not 
her brother’s keeper; if Britain pays for 
purchases in this country, its people may 
do what they please with the commodities 
they buy. But Americans are now asked 
to deny themselves, that Britain may have 
Sufficient ; this injects a moral right into a 
business transaction, thereby justifying 
inquiry into.Britain’s use of the food al- 
ready received and still being sent there. 
Since 1915, when the King of England 
set the example of strict prohibition, there 
have been shipped to Great Britain from 
this country considerable quantities of 
barley and tye. Both of these are food 


products, and come next to wheat in nutri- 
tive value and wholesomeness. They are 
admirably adapted to supplement wheat in 
providing fi for the people. Britain 
as not seen fit to prohibit the use of 
cereals in the manufacture of drink, not- 
withstanding that the world’s food supply 
was obviously short, and bound to grow 
shorter as the war was prolonged. 

Owing to the political influence of the 
brewing and distilling interests in Britain, 
it has been impossible, or at least inad- 
visable, from a political—and perhaps also 
from an industrial—standpoint to enforce 
prohibition during the war, although Rus- 
sia did it. Therefore the greater part of 
these cereals, valuable for food, has been 
used for brewing or distilling purposes. 
Are Americans required to — a part 
of their accustomed ration of bread, as 
they are informed may be expected of 
them, in order that their British allies can 
continue to have a plentiful supply of beer 
and whiskey? If not, then Britain should 
lose no time in putting its house in order: 
quitting the drink, thereby to add to the 
common store of food upon which the 
safety of all the allies depends. 

In regard to its own food supply and 
distribution, the administration in Britain 
has been deplorably inefficient and short- 
sighted. It has steadily gone from bad to 
worse. This is doubtless due to the causes 
already stated in an article in last week’s 
Northwestern Miller: the substitution of 
political for business control, the disre- 
gard of established, effective and trained 
agencies, made so by long years of keen 
competition, and the use of arbitrary and 
inexperienced government functionaries, 
backed by the power of government. The 
degradation of the people’s flour to a 
standard of eighty-one per cent extraction 
from the wheat, perilous to the health of 
the consumer and wasteful in its disregard 
of the demand for animal food, is but the 
legitimate result of such mismanaged and 
inefficient food control. Unless the policy 
is changed, the situation is bound to grow 
worse instead of better. 

That The Northwestern Miller is not 
alone in Se the wisdom of the 
present British cod control is shown by 
what a rs in various British publica- 
tions. e following are extracts from an 
editorial on this subject which recently 
appeared in the Spectator, of London: 

“We have repeatedly called attention to 
the risks that the government is running 
by arbitrarily interfering with the law of 
ay. and demand in the matter of food 
prices. It appears that all such org 
are thrown away upon politicians both in 
this country and in others. The follies 
which our own authorities are daily com- 
mitting have been already committed 
many times over both in Germany and in 
France. 

“The man of business understands that 
price is a barometer, and that the rise of 

rices is a warning to the consumer to cut 
ae his demand, and at the same time an 
invitation to the producer to increase his 
supply. This truth, which might indeed 
be called a truism, has been patent since 


the world began, and probably even the 
politicians themselves who Dynes J 
ignore it know perfectly well in their 
hearts that it is true.” 

“The actual evil may not be as t as 
is represented by sensational headlines in 
the newspaper press, but the evil need not 
have occurred at all if the government had 
stood aside and let the men whose business 
it is to feed the people carry on that busi- 
ness without interference.” 

“In France some of the blunders which 
have been perpetrated from early days in 
the war are described in a recent issue of 
the Journal des Economistes. Before the 
war began, France was almost self-sup- 
porting in the matter of wheat, but the 
invasion of her territory made her partly 
dependent on imported wheat. The pian 
adopted by the French government was to 
fix a low price at which the French farmer 
was compelled to sell his wheat for the 
benefit of the consumer. The government 
then proceeded to buy foreign wheat at 
the market price. . . . The French tax- 
a de makes up the difference for the 

efit of the French consumer; but the 
necessary result is that there is no force 
brought into operation to check consump- 
tion, and at the same time no stimulus 
given to the French farmer to increase 
production.” 

“A writer in the Morning Post of March 
13 points out that more than a hundred 
years ago similar evils were created be- 
cause the revolutionary politicians would 
persist in playing with food prices: ‘Grants 
were given to the Paris Commune to en- 
able“that organization to sell food below 
cost price. Then a maximum was fixed at 
which shopkeepers had to sell, thus ruining 
the shopkeepers. Next the price at which 
farmers were to sell their crops was fixed, 
but as this happened to be below the cost 
of production the farmer suffered, and so 
much land went out of cultivation that in 
1794, in order to feed the country, the gov- 
ernment itself made large imports from 
the United States.’ 

“The French government of today, not 
content with tampering with wheat prices, 
is now proceeding to organize a wholesale 
system of tickets in imitation of Germany. 
How the ticket system works out in the 
German empire is a long, long story, which 
fills many columns of the German press 
day after day and week after week. On all 
sides there is grumbling at what the gov- 
ernment has done. Doubtless a good many 
of the difficulties from which the German 


people suffer, pe most of them, are” 


due to the hard fact of the British block- 
ade; but, in addition, the German press 
is filled with specific illustrations of stupid 
blunders made by the government with a 
view to regulating prices.” 

“In the matter of prices the politicians 
follow the fancies and the prejudices of 
the multitude instead of pointing out a 
sound policy. Everywhere the pretense of 
regulating prices for the benefit of the 
poor appeals to the masses. It is the duty 
of statesmen to point out that this can- 
not be done. ‘The late president of the 
Board of Trade, Mr. Walter Runciman, 
did indeed for many months boldly main- 
tain a perfectly sound attitude on this 
question. He insisted in numerous speech- 
es that the most important consideration 
for the country was not the question of 
mye but the question of supply, and that 

y attempting to restrict prices the gov- 
ernment would diminish supply, to the 
ultimate injury of the whole country. 
Even before Mr. Asquith left office Mr. 
Runciman had apparently been overruled, 
for political considerations.” 

The matter of food supply for Britain 
and the other allies is no longer a purel 
local proposition, to be used as a football 
in British politics; it immediately and 
very deeply concerns the people of the 
United States, who are now called upon 
by the voice of authority to practice strict 
economy, and even to deny themselves, in 
order that the allies may be kept supplied 
with food. 

They will accept the responsibility, and 
the necessary food will be forthcoming; 
at the same time, they have a right to de- 
mand a look-in on the manner in which 
such supplies are used and administered 
by British politicians. They are certainly 
not called upon to deny themselves bread 
in order that Britain shall have drink. 
Furthermore, they have a right to ask that 
the food control be taken out of politics 
in Britain, and administered intelligently 
and frugally. 

The essence of the whole situation, not 
only in Britain but in all Europe, Ger- 
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many and Holland included, the great 
fundamental mistake of all the govern- 
ments in attempting to regulate the food 
supply, is expressed by the S tor when 
it says: “The evil need not have occurred 
at all, if the government had stood aside 
and let the men whose business it is to feed 
the people carry on that business without 
interference.” jis is the reason why the 
— of Europe is valuable only as a 
warning. 





ENDING THE FLOUR PANIC 

A very practical way of putting an end 
to the senseless flour panic is that em- 
Lane gee by Mr. B. A. Eckhart, of Chicago, 
and several other millers throughout the 
country. On Saturday last, Mr. Eckhart 
told the hysterical housewives of Chicago 
that there would be no shortage of flour . 
in America and no war-time prices, also 
that the allies can have all the wheat and 
flour they need—not, be it noted, all that 
their injudicious buyers can manage to 
grab by buying for future delivery be- 
yond present requirements. 

Mr. Eckhart not only sent this reassur- 
ing message to the local trade, but he 
backed it up ge aye that he would 
sell flour for September and October de- 
livery at a reduction of two dollars and 
a half a barrel from the present price, 
thus showing his faith by works. This 
action was not only patriotic and timely, 
but it was reasonable and sensible. If 
other millers throughout the country 
would do the same thing, buying beyond 
immediate requirements, for hoardin 
purposes would automatically cease, an 
the crazy rush to seize and hoard food 
supplies would come to an end. 

Another move to discourage hysterical 
buying was that of the Minneapolis mijll- 
ers who now demand a margin of five 
dollars on every barrel of flour ordered 
for future delivery. This plan may be 
effective, but it would appear to offer a, 
premium on immediate cash purchases, 
and to convey the impression to the con- 
sumer that flour may be worth five dollars 
a barrel more in the future, whereas such 
an offer as that of Mr. Eckhart is a direct 
guarantee to the public that it will be 
worth two dollars ard a half less, and is 
therefore more convincing and reassuring 
to the layman. Of course the trade un- 
derstands that the margin demanded of 
five dollars a barrel is a_ protection 
against a possible decline and cancella- 
tion of contracts, but the root of the 
trouble lies with the ultimate consumer, 
who presumably is ignorant of trade tech- 
nicalities, 

On Saturday last the Winnipeg Grain 
Exchange, having in vain warned specu- 
lators, scalpers and similar operators to 
proceed cautiously, suddenly adopted the 
drastic step of appointing a censorship 
committee with power to prevent all trad- 
ing not genuine. It has been contended 
for months that gambling and manipula- 
tion played no part in the sensational 
advance of prices. Scalpers, many of 
whom have made large fortunes during 
the last six months, clean out their hold- 
ings many times each day, and when the 
market closes, their accerr.t goes to the 
clearing-house balance. ‘hey carry no 
grain, even over night, if .i can be avoid- 
ed. This exercises a great influence in 
putting up prices. 

Nevertheless, it has been insisted upon 

that this volume of outside speculation of 
scalpers and pikers was essential to legiti- 
mate business; that it was impracticable 
to curb or control it, and that it had no 
effect upon prices. The drastic action of 
the Winnipeg exchange, taker in the be- 
lief that it would maintain trade on a 
legitimate basis, proved a complete refu- 
-tation of such theories. In a period of 
wild liquidation, prices broke as rapidly 
as they had advanced earlier in the day, 
before the rule was enforce’. May deliv- 
ery declined twenty cents « bushel; July 
went down twenty-four anc a half cents, 
and October broke nineteen cents: The 
tin-horn operators were driven out of 
business, and the exchange announces that 
the holdings in the market are almost en- 
tirely for the account of the British gov- 
ernment and Canadian millers, the latter 
assuring it that these holdings are for 
present requirements only. - 

The Winnipeg exchange secured an an- 
nouncement from James Stewart, repre- 
senting the Royal Wheat Commission, 
buyers for the allies, that no buying had 
taken place by the allied governments 
during the last forty-cent advance, and 
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that the Commission had sufficient wheat 
bought for present requirements. 

Evidently the buyers for the allies have 
come to understand the vicious effect of 
their injudicious operations. They were 
certainly a long time it h 
their heads; for they are 
sible for the present hysteria of the wheat 
market. ‘ It is high time that they with- 
drew, confining their purchases to imme- 
diate and necessary requirements, and co- 
operating with the proper American au- 
_thorities, so as to meet all requirements, 
both domestic and foreign, in an orderly, 
systematic manner; substituting intelli- 
gent handling of the situation for the 
sensational chaos which has heretofore 
prevailed. 

If the Department of Agriculture -will 
restrain the statistical fervor of its func- 
tionaries in the matter of disseminating 
pessimistic crop reports, and call off its 
calamity-howlers and famine prognosti- 
cators, and the railways will be efficient 
in getting flour supplies to clamorous 
consumers, the hysterical, wasteful flour 
panic .will come to a speedy end in the 
restoration of normal conditions. 


NAVAL COAST DEFENSE 

Millers will be sympathetically inter- 
ested in learning that prominent members 
of the shipping trade in New York have 
formed a committee for supplying the 
urgent needs of the men of the naval coast 
defense service. H. C. Blackiston, of Fur- 
ness, Withy & Company, Walter Moore, of 
Lunham & Moore, Frederick C. Lockhart, 
of J. F,. Whitney & Company, J. Barstow 
Smull, of J. H. Winchester & Company, 
Francis M. Wilson, of Barber & Company, 
and W. J. Love, of the International Mer- 
cantile Marine Company, are members of 
this useful and patriotic organization, the 
last-named being its treasurer. 

On the Naval Coast Defense Service will 
devolve the duty of protecting the third 
naval district, and it will put in commis- 
sion about one hundred small and lar 
seagoing craft of every description. To 
keep small boats in the open sea off Sandy 
Hook is a very. arduous undertaking, and 
unless the men manning them are very well 
equipped, with something in reserve, their 
efficiency cannot be maintained at the 
highest point, which is most desirable. 

The object of the committee is to pro- 
vide funds with which to purchase warm 


clothing and other articles for these men,: 


which it is doubtful if the Navy Depart- 
ment will be able to supply. e under- 
taking has the entire approval of the 
United States naval officer in charge of 
the district; and as will be seen by the list 
of members of the committee, it is in the 
hands of absolutely capable, efficient and 
experienced men. It cannot, therefore, 
fail to accomplish very great good. 

Millers pn 9 others who desire to be of 
assistance in this most laudable work can 
co-operate by sending contributions to W. 
J. ve, Treasurer, 11 Broadway, New 
York City. As The Northwestern Miller 
endeavors to practice what it preaches, it 
has pleasure in herewith contributing one 
hundred dollars to this object. 








Special Meeting of Bakers 

Cuicaco, Inu., April 30.—A conference 
of bakers will be held in Chicago, May 
17-18, at the Hdtel Sherman, under the 
auspices of the National Association of 
Master Bakers. This meeting has been 
called by S. F. McDonald, president of 
the association, for the purpose of con- 
sidering present conditions affecting the 
bakery industry of the United States, and 
with the object of arriving at a basis for 
recommendations to bakers throughout 
the country, and for possible suggestions 
to the government. The call-is a general 
one to all bakers who are willing to take 
part in the proceedings. 

C. H. Carre. 





Chicago Elevator Burns 

Curcaco, Int., May 1.—(Special Tele- 
gram )—About 75,000 bus of grain, three- 
quarters of it oats and the nce wheat, 
belonging to the Hales & Edwards Co., 
Chicago, was destroyed fire in an ele- 
vator at Eighteenth and Canal streets, 
Chicago, last evening. The grain had been 
purchased for export. The loss is approxi- 
mately $125,000, Pally insured. _Investiga- 
tion is being made by the insurance com- 
panies and the government as to the 
cause of the fire. 

C. H. Cuatizn. 
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MILLERS AT WASHINGTON 
Delegations frems Center Shitengheut Ovsn- 
try Attend Meetings on Transporta- 
tion and Other Problems 


Wasuincron, D. C., May 1—(Special 
Telegram)—Millers, grain men and repre- 
sentatives of many other shipping and 
transportation interests, coming from 
every section of the country, are now in 
Washington for conferences with the In- 
terstate Commission and the 
Council of National Defense. The main 
pu of these conferences is to discuss 
Ler wad whereby the nation’s food supply 
can be efficiently and economically - 
dled. 

As an illustration of the readiness of the 
millers to put all their resources at the 


absolute disposal of the government for . 


war pu B. J. Rothwell, president 
of the Bay State Milling Co., Boston, told 
the Senate Committee on Agriculture that 
he was ready, in case of necessity, to have 
the ernment confiscate his plant, if it 
would pay the taxes and allow the stock- 
holders 7 per cent. 
Ricwarp B. Warrovs. 


A conference of Minneapolis millers 
and grain men was held last week at the 
M is Chamber of Commerce to 
consider the best ways for ating 
with the government in supplying food for 
the armies to be raised, for civil popu- 
lation of the country, and for America’s 
allies. § consideration was given to 
By em of transporting these sup- 


. As a result of this conference, A. C. 
Loring, of the Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., 
F. B. Wells, of F. H. Peavey & Co., and 
C. M. Harrington, of the Van Dusen Har- 
rington Grain Co., were — a spe- 
cial committee to to Washington to 
confer with the Interstate Commerce 
Commission and the Council of National 
Defense. Acting with this committee as 
representatives of the Northwest are 
James F. Bell and John Crosby of the 
Washburn-Crosby Co., and illis C. 
Helm, of the Russell-Miller Milling Co. 
The following statement as to the pur- 
= of the committee which went to 
ashington was made by Mr. Wells: 
“The mission of the committee will be to 
obtain information. The members of the 
committee which met in Minneapolis were 
unanimously agreed that the interests here 
are ready and waiting to do everything the 
government may consider necessary. If 
there is anything we can do at this time 
we want to know it. We felt, however, 
that we ought not to proceed in forming 
any programme without detailed informa- 
tion from headquarters.’ We shall not have 
any programme to suggest to the council.” 


Southwestern Millers Represented 

Kansas Crry, Mo., April 30.—About 25 
millers of Kansas, Okla a and Nebras- 
ka attended a special meeting of direc- 
tors and the transportation committee of 
the Southwestern Millers’ e here 
Saturday. A number of millers not in- 
cluded in the directorate or on the com- 
mittee attended. 

The meeting was called to consider 
numerous subjects pending or likely soon 
to be pending between millers and govern- 
ment departments, with especial reference 
to the transportation conference in Wash- 
ington today and tomorrow. In connec- 
tion with this subject, much attention was 
given to a discussion of the attitude of 
millers toward the prospective general 
rate advance. The position was taken that 
millers favored a rate advance of a flat 
number of cents in preference to a per- 
centage advance, which would operate to 
throw many established differentials out 


of line. 


There was also much discussion of pos- 
sible government action in the matter of 
price regulation and, more particularly, 
regulation of milling methods. 

At the conclusion of the meeting a spe- 
cial committee of five was chosen to start 
at once for Washington in order to be 
there for the transportation conferences 
beginning today. Members of the commit- 
tee selected were Henry Lassen, Wichita; 
L. E. Moses, Kansas City; Chauncy Ab- 
bott, Jr., Schuyler, Neb; A. J. Hunt, Ar- 
kansas City, Kansas; and H. Dittmer, El 
Reno, Okla. 

Other resentatives of southwestern 
interests left Saturday night or last 
night for Washington were: C. M. Hard- 
en representing the Kansas City 
Millers’ Club; D. F. Piazzek, representing 


the Kansas City Board of Trade; and F. 
pei ei John M. Flynn, of the St. 


B. Flack, Kansas, asso- 
ciated with the Sperry Flour Co., of San 
Francisco, also left for Washington to 
represent that company and the Pacific 
Coast millers at the various conferences to 


be held there. 
R. E. Srertrne. 





DOMESTIC TRADE SUMMARY 


Flour Generally Lower, and Trade Quiet, 
Except in Chicago, Where Strike Is 
On—Millfeed Steady 
* [Special Telegrams to The Northwestern 
Miller—Quotations subject to confirmation.) 

Cuucaco, I11., May 1.—Those who have 
flour in Chicago aoe experiencing but 
little difficulty in ing of same, owing 
to the peste minds Of the public over the 
bakers’ strike, the agitation in the daily 
press and the possibilities of an advanced 
price of wheat and finished products. Re- 
tailers of flour are unable to meet the 
requirements of the trade, and to a very 
great extent are limiting their sales to 
¥,-bbl and ¥%-bbl sacks. Minneapolis mill 
brands are quoted today at $14.50, in wood 
or cotton, to the retail trade. Standard 
spring wheat patents, $13.50@14, jute. 
Southwestern 95 per cent patents, $13.60 
@\4, jute; soft wheat patents, $14.25@ 
14.75, jute. 

C. H. Cmarren. 


Puitaperpai, Pa., May 1.—Flour dull 
and easier. Quotations, 196 Ibs in wood: 
winter straight, $12.75@13.25. Kansas 
clear, $12.25@12.75; straight, $12.75@ 
13.25; patent, $13.25@13.75. Spring first 
clear, $12.25@12.75; atent, $13.25@ 
13.75; favorite brands, $14.25@15. Cit 
mills’ choice and fancy patent, $14.50 
15; regular grades winter straight, $13.25 
@13.50; patent, $13.50@13.75. Feed in 
small supply and steady at unchanged 
prices. 

Samvuet S. Danrts. 


Kansas City, Mo., May 1.—Flour trade 
continues exceedingly quiet, with almost 
no buying, save by grocers and jobbers 
who are compelled to replenish stocks. 
Quotations are following the wheat market 
as closely as possible, but millers are com- 
pelled to ask pretty wide margins to cover 
the erratic changes in wheat values. 

R. E. Srerure. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., May 1.—Flour demand 
quiet, with few sales made, the unsettled 
condition affecting business. Millers only 
— subject to confirmation. Millfeed 

ull, and feeling easier, without any quot- 
able changes in prices. 
Perer Deruien. 


Boston, Mass., May 1.—Flour prices 
generally 50@75c lower on all grades. 
Entire market nominal, with little de- 
mand.’ No reliable prices are quoted. 
Millfeed dull and easy. 

Louis W. DePass. 


Bartimore, Mp., May 1.—Flour about 
75c bbl lower to sell, though mills not yet 
following decline like advance. Offeri 
increasing, but demand retreating. Mill- 
feed lower and dull. 

Cuaartes H. Dorsey. 





Opening of Lake Navigation 
Dutvutne, Minn., April 30.—It is re- 
rted here that: several steamers have 
roken through the ice in Whitefish Bay, 

near the Soo, A big ice pack still closes 
this end of the lake. Several ore-laden 
boats ex to leave here early May 1, 
followed by a fleet of grain carriers, with 
nearly 2,000,000 bus aboard boats now, 
mostly wheat. First boats from Lake Erie 
will officially open navigation, 
F. G. Cartson. 





Wheat Prices Begin to Fall 
Curcaco, Int., May 1.—(Special Tele- 
gram)—A readjustment of wheat values 
on a downward scale is under way. Cash 
premiums have declined 5@10c on con- 
tract grades, and 10@25c from the top on 
others. No. 2 red sold at 30c over May, at 
$2.981,. Ages gros are selling May and 
J uly wheat corn. Stop-order selling 
an talk are depressing factors. 
Futures off 63, @131,c for the day. Local 
millers have two months’ supply of wheat. 

Contract stocks of wheat, 241,000 bus. 

C. H. Cuatren. 


May 2, 1917 
THE WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT 


Production of Flour at Milling Centers—p,. 
centages of Activity of Mills Compared 
with Maximum Output 


The attached table gives the flour output 
‘at milling centers for the two weeks 
with comparisons, in bbls: Apr. 29 May1 

Apr. 28 Apr.21 1916 i9i5 
Minneapolis ...461,685 487,586 380,775 312 635 
Duluth-Superior 20,000 14,650 7,240 19,945 
Milwaukee + 11,000 12,600 4,500 13,609 


Totals 482,685 464,785 392,515 345,459 
Outside milis*. .195,936 169,005 


Ag’gate sprg.678,570 661,520 ...... 
St. Louis 36,800 33,400 29,600 23,609 
St. Louist 55,900, 53,000 .45,500 32 so 
Buffalo 127,400 119,500 105,900 119, 499 
Rochester 15,600 15,500 11,900 10.909 
Chicago 21,500 23,760 17,500 15,500 
Kansas City.....61,300 67,600 67,200 49,100 
Kansas City?. ..241,155 248,630 169,835 15:79; 

000 23,800 30,700 21,309 
66,670 41,960 
86,230 54,895 


24,050 20,920 12,615 12.735 
22,700 81,790 24,575 9.775 








PERCENTAGES OF ACTIVITY 

The following table shows the percentages 
of activity of mills at various points. The 
figures represent the relation of actual w.ek- 
ly output of flour, as reported to The North- 
western Miller, to possible output on {ul!- 

time schedule, operating six days per we:k: 
Apr. 29 May1 
Apr. 28 Apr. 21 1916 1915 
88 85 79 70 
Duluth-Superior .. 56 40 53 
Outside mills* .... 71 69 51 


Average spring.. 2 
Milwaukee 9 52 
St. Louis 73 
St. Louist 
Buffalo 


Chicago 

Kansas City 
Kansas Cityt 
Toledo 

Toledof 
Nashville** 
Portland, Oregon.. 


Totals 
Minnesota-Dakotas 81 
Other states 68 


*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills, out- 
side of Minneapolis and Duluth. 

tFlour made by mills outside of St. Louis, 
but controlled in that city. 

tFiour made by group of Missouri River, 
Kansas and Oklahoma mills outside of Kan- 
sas City. 

{Flour made by central states mills, in- 
cluding those of Toledo. 

**Flour made by southeastern mills, in- 
cluding Nashville. 

§Operating seven days per week. 





London Exchange 
AT MINNEAPOLIS 


London exeharige at Minneapolis was 
quoted as follows: 


Sight 8-day 60-day 


Three-day guilders were quoted 
(May 1) at 40%. 
AT 8ST. LOUIS 


London exchange at St. Louis was quoted 
as follows: 
8-day 60-day 


April 23 ; $4.75 $4,714, 
April 24-27 T 4.75 1.71 dy 
April 28 4 4.75 4.71 





Erie Elevator Burned 
Burrawo, N. Y., April 28.—Fire de- 

stroyed elevator A of the Western Trans- 
portation Co., at Erie, Pa., on Wednes- 
day, April 25. Nearly 200,000 bus of 
grain, most of it said to be consigned to 
the allies, was burned. The loss on the 
grain and building together is estimated 
at about $500,000. State and county au- 
thorities have undertaken an investiga- 
tion of the cause of the fire. 

E. Bawnaasser. 





Letter Paper and War 

As an illustration of the importance of 
using letter paper of good ity for for- 
eign correspondence in these days of con- 
stant. submarine menace, the following 
tig from a letter written April 4 to 
Northwestern Miller by its London 

manager, C. F. G. Raikes, is of interest: 
“A lot of American mail dated away 
back in February has recently been arriv- 
ing badly by sea Sater. It is 
evidently from some ship that has been 
to and the mail salved. Some of 
it been reduced almost to pulp. Our 
letter pa 'y being of good qua ity, was in 


fair con » but cheap suffer 
severely and was almost illegible.” 
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May 2, 1917 
WARM WEATHER NEEDED 


Winter Wheat Progress Retarded by Cold— 
Heavy Rains Give Plentiful Though 
Belated Moisture 


Kansas Crry, Mo. May 1.—(Special 
Seatt show 


Telegram)— ers continue 
to fall generally throughout the South- 
west. Yesterday and the day before there 
were fair rains over much of Kansas, and 
good rains im Oklahoma. Except for the 
extreme western part of Kansas, the sup- 
ply of moisture is now ample for all pres- 
ent needs, and this, in combination with 
warm sunshine, is certain to bring about 
substantial recovery to the wheat. Tem- 
peratures the last two days have been un- 
seasonably low, but it is warmer today, 
with prospects of much higher tempera- 
tures the rest of the week. 


MAIL REPORT ON LAST WEEK 

The week has brought and soak- 
ing rains to all of the Southwest. In some 
districts the fall was the heaviest in years, 
and nearly everywhere the precipitation 
was heavy. At Kansas City, 24 hours at 
the end of the week brought more than 
three inches of rainfall. In western Kan- 
sas and Nebraska the rain was accom- 
panied by sleet and some snow. 

The effect on the wheat cannot be deter- 
mined. Undoubtedly the moisture has 
saved many thousands of acres, which 
were in the balance, from being lost. Many 
other thousands, which were beginning to 
go backward, will get the moisture just in 
time, and still other large areas where a 
fair prospect existed will be vastly bene- 
fited. 

The great problem is as to how much of 
the wheat which was considered almost 
hopeless will now make a showing. Ac- 
cording to the last Kansas state report, the 
area of abandoned or likely to be aban- 
doned wheat in. that state amounted to 
nearly 5,000,000 acres. Some of this has 
certainly been saved the rains. Some 
of it undoubtedly will be bettered, but 
will later be, beeause of the thin stand, 
overtaken by the weeds. The open ques- 
tion is as to what part will be so revived as 
to make a fair stand. The acreage in- 
volved is tremendous, and any sort of 
general benefit from the rains would be 
echoed in the addition of many million 
bushels to the southwestern wheat crop. 

Meanwhile, Oklahoma and the southern 
section of Kansas continue to offer a 
splendid prospect,—parts of the terri- 
tory being in as goed shape as has been 
seen in many years. 

AN ENCOURAGING CROP VIEW 


A large southern Kansas — con- 
cern, in a letter regardingethe splendid 
condition of the growing wheat in that ter- 
ritory, refers to the fields as “in the finest 
condition ever. seen.” In commenting on 
the recent Mohler rt on wheat condi- 
tions, it suggests that much of the wheat 
therein reported to be abandoned or likely 
to be abandoned will be left to make a 
crop. 

Referring specifically to one 1,200-acre 
field in western Kansas, counted as aban- 
doned, it finds that only 200 acres have 
been plowed up, and the rest looks well 
enough to let stand. Another 700-acre 
field in the same western district, previous- 
ly reported abandoned, is to be left for its 
prospect. These particular fields are per- 
sonally known about by the miller quoted. 

R. E. Srerur 


NG. 
Cold Holds Back Growth 
Totevo, Ome, May 1.—( Tele- 
gram)—F urther rains have benefi- 


cial. It is surprisingly cool for this season 
of the year, and this holds back growt 

but does no damage. It is likely to turn 
warmer any time now. : 


> 


‘ALL REPORT OW LAST WEEK 

The weather turned cooler the middle of 
the week, and has been 
but cool, ever sinee. ‘This kind of weather 
wae regarded as at all unfavorable for 
wheat at the present of its growth. 
Ohio millers att rp tak of the 
state vscociaiens tne this week 
gave optimistic reports about the 
ing wheat. It has made progress, 
= has shown pete pcan where 
the outlook was not very promising earlier 
in the seasom ‘The outlook indi- 


cates an average crop for Ohio .and Michi- 
gan, and between half and 
three-quarters of am average for Indiana. 
In some sections of Indiana, condition is 


48 good as in Ohio. 
Farmers are busy in the fields, and 


plowing is going forward under favorable 
_conditions, the being in excellent 
condition for working. An increased acre- 
age will undoubtedly be put into corn, 
some meadow land caing plowed up for 
this purpose. 

THE GROWING CROP 

Heavy rains visited all sections of Mis- 
souri_and southern Illinois, with lower 
temperatures prevailing. Every district 
has now had a substantial supply of mois- 
ture, and warm, sunshiny wea’ to de- 
velop the plant is needed. However, from 
reports received, the fields still look 
promising, and the plant apparently is in 
good condition. 

Following is the gist of reports re- 
ceived: Improving...Improving all the 
time...Coming out in good shape; looks 
like 85 per cent of average crop. ..Needs 
rain; subsoil is moist enough, but dry on 
top...Better, but needs more rain... 
Promising... Not doing very well, though 
no evidence of insect infestation; we now 
look for about 75 per cent of a normal 
yield...Looking pretty good...Quality 
improved, and an average crop is expected. 

W. H. Wicern, Jr. 


Warmer Weather Essential 
Sr. Louis, Mo., May 1.—(Special Tele- 
gram )—Temperatures remain too low for 
the growing wheat crop to make any prog- 
ress. All sections in Missouri and sow 
ern Illinois received another heavy rain- 
fall, but the plant has enough moisture, 
and warm, growing weather is needed. 
~ Perer Deruien. 








STRIKES CLOSE BAKERIES 


Chicage and Kansas City Affected—Chicago 
Wagon Salesmen and Kansas City Bak- 
ers Demand More Pay 


Curcaoo, Iut., April 30.—Fifteen of the 
leading bakeries of Chicago, producin 
approximately 1,000,000 loaves of brea 
daily, were. forced to close their shops Sat- 
urday night, April 28, because the bakery 
wagon salesmen voted to strike at that 
time. Today the supply of bread, rolls 
and other bakery products coming from 
these shops, representing about 80 per cent 
of the entire production of Chicago, has 
been shut off to all classes of trade, in- 
cluding retail grocers, restaurants, and 
other buyers. 

The average wage of the bakery wagon 
salesman is $32 per week, for an avera 
day of eight hours and no Sunday wor 
The minimum wagé is $21, with commis- 
sion, and the maximum is $61. 

Inasmuch as some of the bakeries have 
contracts with the Great Lakes Naval 
Training Station and other government 
institutions, the government has naturally 
taken an interest in the controversy, and 
unless speedy settlement is arranged for, 
some drastic action may be taken. A 
bakers’ committee, the mayor of Chicago 
and members of the Board of Health, to- 
gether with representatives of the drivers’ 
union, are holding a conference in order 
to come to some understanding. 

The bakeries closed are those of Boysen 
& Co., Robert J. Bremner Co., F. Deppe 
Co., Grant Baking Co., Heissler & Jun 
Co., H. H. Kohlisaat Co., Livingston Bak- 
ing Co.,,H. Piper Co., Quality Baking Co., 
Schulze Baking Co., Charles Seip Baking 
Co., Sloan Baking Co., Carl Sulzer, baker, 
Vienna Model Bakery and the Ward Bak- 
ing Co. C. H. Cmarren. 





Kansas City Bakers Sttike 

Kansas Crry, Mo., May 1.—(Special 
Telegram )—Every union baker in the two 
Kansas Cities went out on strike this 
morning to enforce a demand for a wage 
raise of $2 per week. The present rate is 
$20, and the bakery proprietors offered to 
grant a raise of $1 a week, but the offer 
was rejected. The striking Sakers have 
been paid off, and all bakeries are shut 
down today save the shop of the Campbell 
Baking Co., which does not employ union 


men. 
R. E. Sverre. 


The Spring Wheat Crop 
Notwithstanding unsettled weather con- 
ditions oo the Ni 
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exceptionally favorable circumstances. 

The soil was well worked last: fall, and 

contains plenty of moisture to give the 
start. 


crop a 

“the season, of course, is backward. 
Nights are still very cool, with occasional 
showers. A number of in North 
Dakota last week repo heavy rains or 
snow. However, this is not regarded as 
serious. In South inclement 
weather caused farmers to seed less wheat 
than they had planned. The indications 
are that there will be a slightly increased 
a of wheat in the Northwest this 

ear. A few days of bright, warm weath- 
er would insure this, line elevator people 
say. Growing weather is needed. 


Roszert T. Bearry. 





TASKER TO UNITED STATES 


British Flour Man te Assist Commission in 
Purchase of American Flour—Will 
Attend Federation Convention 

Lonvon, Enc., May 2.—(S Ca- 
ble)—Colonel H. B. ‘Tasker, of Tasker & 
Co., flour importers, London, will sail 
shortly for New York for the purpose of 
assisting the Royal Wheat Commission in 
the purchase of flour. He will attend the 
millers’ convention as a representative of 
the commission. 

C. F. G. Rarxes. 





Selling Terms to Scandinavia 

The following bulletin was issued April 
26 by the Millers’ National Federation: 

Some of the millers in St. Louis, Mo., 
have received cables from their Christi- 
ania agents suggesting that the Scandi- 
navian selling terms recently adopted by 
the Federation be changed in some par- 
ticulars, but after a meeting of the St. 
Louis millers to discuss the subject, it 
was decided that the terms as agreed 
upon, and as cabled to the Flour Import- 
ers’ Association and agents in Norway, 
were quite satisfactory, and should be 
maintained, with the exception that a pro- 
vision might be added to the effeet that 
any disputes arising under the contract 
were to be arbitrated by the arbitration 
committee of the Federation. 

It seems that the most important ques- 
tion is to have all mills doing business in 
Scandinavia cable these terms to their 
agents either completely or by reference 
to publication in the trade journals, as 
it is believed that if the terms originally 
agreed upon are accepted and promul- 
gated by all millers doing business in 
Scandinavia, the trade there will readily 
fall in line and accept them very grace- 


It is also desired that those millers do- 
ing business in Scandinavia submit a full 
and frank statement to the Federation as 
to their attitude on this question: that is, 
whether or not they propose to sell flour 
in Scandinavia on terms suggested by the 
Federation. 


A War Bonus Plan 

Some western milling concerns are 
meeting the problem of increased wages 
made necessary by the higher cost of liv- 
ing by giving employees “war bonuses.” 
This is arranged by adding a specific 
amount to the employee’s daily pay spe- 
cifically in the form of “war bonus” or 
extra pay accorded for the period of the 
war, It thus is not established as a regu- 
lar advance in wages to stand as a prece- 
dent at such time as conditions become 
quiet and cost of living is reduced to 
normal, 

In one instance a southwestern mill is 
giving its employees a bonus in the form 
of “war seript.” These are slips supple- 
menting employees’ regular wages, the 
bonus slips being good in exchange for 
flour at local stores. The “war script” is 
paid in amounts of from 25 to 50¢ per 
day, the established wage scale being un- 
disturbed. 


Colorado Company Increases Capital 
The Colorado Milling & Elevator Co., 
Denver, Colo., has increased its capital 
stock from $2,500,000 to $6,000,000. The 
increase in capitalization is attendant 
upon the compan Piagesee poe go ar, 
its mumerous mi grain enter- 
prises, which have heretofore been oper- 
ated as separate companies, in which the 
parent gy = gg stock control. J. 
K. Mullen, , is president and prin- 
cipal owner of the Colorado company. 








325 
MIXED FLOUR AS WAR PLAN 





Wasurnoton, D. C., April 30.—(Spe- 
cial Telegram)—The administration food 
legislation bill was today introduced in 
the House by Chairman Lever, of the 
Committee on Agriculture. The bill in 
its present form does not cover price- 
fixing, or control of the use of grain for 
distilling liquor. It contains the follow- 
ing provision with regard to mixed flours: 

Section 10: That whenever the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture shall ascertain and 
publicly announce that any specified mix- 
ture of wheat, wheat flour or other wheat 
products, with any other cereal or cereal 
flour or other material of vegetable ori- 
gin, is wholesome and economically fit for 
food, such mixture, if marked or labeled 
so as plainly to disclose the kinds and 
relative amounts of the ingredients of the 
mixture, and prepared in accordance with 
regulations made by the Secretary of 
Agriculture, shall not be deemed to be 
adulterated or misbranded, within the 
meaning of the act of June 30, 1906, as 
amended, commonly known as the pure 
food act, or to be subject to the provision 
of the act of June 12, 1898, as amended, 
commonly known as the mixed-flour law, 
nor shall the manufacture, handling or 
sale thereof be. deemed unlawful, under 
any state or municipal statute or ordi- 
nance. 

Whenever the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall determine that the maintenance of 
an adequate supply of foodstuffs necessi- 
tates such action, he is authorized to re- 
quire the manufacture and use of any 
mixture permitted by the preceding pro- 
vision of this section, and whenever he 
shall give public notice of such determina- 
tion, after a reasonable time, which shall . 
be prescribed in such notice, it shall be 
unlawful to prepare, offer for sale or sell 
any flour or mixture of which wheat, 
wheat flour or other wheat product is an 
ingredient otherwise than as prescribed 
in such notice. 

Any person who violates any provision 
of this section, or any regulation there- 
under, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and upon conviction thereof 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
$5,000, or by imprisonment not exceed- - 
ing two years, or both, 


Ricuarp B. Wartrovs. 





FLOUR STORED IN HOUSES 





Question as to What Millers Will Do When 
Housewives Complain of Insects in 
Reserve Stocks 


A miller raises the question as to what 
action millers generally will take when 
reclamations are made, through dealers, 
for damage to flour bought now and stored 
by housewives. Without doubt much of 
the flour now stored in pantries and attics 
will become buggy and wormy with warm 
weather, and it is certain that great quan- 
tities of it will become unfit for use. In 
hundreds of cases, the housewife will 
claim that the flour was at fault, and will 
make a claim against her grocer, who, in 
turn, will look to the miller to redeem the 
flour. 

While it is hardly likely that many mill- 
ers will be disposed to meet these claims, 
trade policy may suggest to some of them 
taking the flour back for such recondition- 
ing as its damaged state makes possible. 
Millers to whom the question has been 
presented, however, say they will have 
nothing to do with such claims, and that if 
families are so foolish as to store flour, 
they must do so at their own risk. 





To Increase Crops 
Wasuineton, D. C., April 28.—William 


C. Redfield, Secretary of the Department 
of Commerce, has addressed a letter to 
commercial o tions of the country, 


urging upon t to co-operate with the 
ean lt Sateen gr to increase 
crops of the country. He suggests that 
each organization should have a committee 
on the production of foodstuffs, and that 
the assistance of other local organizations 
should be secured to wage a campaign for 
early planting. 
Ricuargp B. Wartrovs. 
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The Minneapolis flour output last week 
increased 14,100 bbls. Mills made (week 
ending April 28) 451,635 bbls, against 
380,775 in 1916, 312,635 in 1915, and 361,- 
680 in 1914. All mills are in operation 
again today, and if they are able to secure 
cars, output should be about the same. A 
year ago, the mills made 354,165 bbls. 


Flour demand for the week has been 
very light. Some of the larger Minne- 
apolis mills did not sell over 40 per cent 
of what they made. The smaller com- 
panies sold comparatively more than did 
the larger ones. Much of the flour sold 
was to family trade. There is still a little 
panicky feeling among small consumers, 
who are buying several sacks at a time 
against future needs. As a consequence, 
mills are having difficulty in maintaining 
stocks in warehouses. 

Millers are doing everything possible to 
discourage speculative buying. Some are 
refusing to sell for shipment beyond 30 
oe With July and September wheat at 
a big discount under May, it is nothing 
more than speculation for householders to 
buy flour now for consumption later in the 
year. At present, the spread between May 
and September wheat is equivalent to 
about $3 bbl on flour. 

Bakers are not buying any more than 
they really have to at present prices. They 
feel that there is more chance for a de- 
cline than for further advances. 

With prices so abnormally high, a dis- 
position is noted to use more first clear 
flour than formerly. Mills are well situ- 
ated as to orders on this grade. Second 
clear is also in good demand, with little 
offered ‘for May shipment. Prices on 
clears are holding strong, in line with pat- 
ents. 

Shipping directions are coming in faster 
than mills can readily take care of them. 
With empty cars so difficult to get, mills 
are hampered in taking care of the wants 
of their customers. 

No export business is being done. No 
one seems to know just what arrange- 
ments will be made for supplying the 
United Kingdom and Continent with flour, 
nor how soon a resumption of export busi- 
ness may be looked for. 

Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for standard patent a range of $13 
@13.30 per 196 lbs in wood. 


' 


t 
' 


The millfeed market is decidedly weak- 
er. Minneapolis mills have not. shaded 
their asking prices much, if any, but job- 
bers claim fo be buying from country mills 
for prompt shipment at $1@3 ton under 
what was asked a week ago. The lowest 

rice heard of for bran for the week was 

6.50 ton. 

It is understood that there is a lot of 
bran on track in Minneapolis in cars 
against which there are restrictions about 
shipping. It is said that this could prob- 
ably be bought for $35 ton. The cars, 
however, cannot be shipped, and it is prac- 
tically impossible to have them moved to 
warehouses for transfer. About the only 
way to handle them is to unload on side- 
tracks and haul the feed to warehouses by 
trucks or teams. Naturally, therefore, 
there is not much demand for this feed. 

Eastern advices are that arrivals of 
millfeed exceed the demand, and that 
valyes have weakened very materially. 
he gootagro a lot of feed that has been 
tied up in transit for months is now be- 
ginning to arrive at destination. 

The production in the last few weeks 
has been increased, and mills have about 
cleaned up their old orders. Pasturage is 
close at hand, and this also should affect 
values. 

Mills quote bran in mixed cars with 
flour at $39.50@40 ton, in 100-lb sacks, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis; standard middlings, 
$40.50@41; flour middlings, $42@44; red 
dog, $45@48,—latter in 140-lb sacks, 


MINNEAPOLIS MILLS IN OPERATION 


Of the 25 Minneapolis mills the follow- 
ing 25 were in operation May 1: 

Atkinson Milling Co.’s mill, 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill, 

George C. Christian & Co.’s mill. 

National Milling Co., Dakota mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A, 
B, C, D, E and F mills. 

Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., A, A South, B, 
Anchor, Palisade and Lincoln mills. 

Russell-Miller Milling Co.’s mill. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A, B, C, D, B, F 
and G mills. 

Yerxa, Andrews & Thurston mill. 

FLOUR OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports of 57 mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth, with a total 
capacity of 45,700 bbls, show that in the 
week ending April 28 they made 195,935 
bbls of flour (representing 882,000 bus of 
wheat), against 169,005 in 1916. 

Fifty-seven “outside” mills last week 
shipped 1,550 bbls of flour to foreign 
countries, against 200 in 1916. 


LAKE-AND-RAIL RATES 
Tariffs have been filed by the North- 
western Steamship Co., operating in con- 
nection with the Soo Line, naming lake- 
and-rail rates on flour, Minneapolis to 


New York via Gladstone, Mich., of 23.8c 
per 100 Ibs, and to Boston 25.8c. It is 
understood that these rates apply only in 
connection with New York Central Lines. 

No export tariffs as yet have been is- 
sued by this line. 


MIN NEAPOLIS-DULUTH WHEAT RECEIPTS 


For the week ended Saturday, April 
28, receipts of wheat were as follows, in 
bushels (000’s omitted) : 

+ 1917 1916 1915 1914 1913 
Minneapolis .... 2,176 1,414 1,289 1,004 1,336 
Duluth 80 100 272 


Totals. 2,256 1,614 1,561 1,057 
Duluth, bonded. 486 337 3 186 


Totals. 2,742 1,861 1,664 1,192 


Elevator stocks at Minneapolis 
Duluth on April 28, in bushels (000’s 
omitted), were: 

917 1916 1915 1914 1913 


1 
Minneapolis 8,210 10,096 6,263 17,694 20,060 
Duluth 6,391 7,341 4,464 9,066 11,453 


14,601 17,437 10,727 26,760 31,513 
152 1,287 2,856 





Totals... 
Duluth, b’d’d 5,957 3,108 


20,558 20,545 10,879 28,047 34,369 
CROP-YEAR RECEIPTS 

Receipts of wheat in Minneapolis and 
Duluth from Sept. 1, 1916, to April 28, 
1917, were as follows, with comparisons, 
in bushels (000’s omitted) : 


1916-17 1915-16 1914-15 1913-14 
89,113 135,667 88,763 86,386 
19,672 91,091 65,620 665,004 





Totals... 


Minneapolis .. 
Duluth 





Totals 108,685 226,758 144,383 141,390 
Duluth, bonded 9,279 11,271 1,828 3,829 


———— = 
Totals 117,964 238,029 146,211 145,219 
MINNESOTA INTERIOR MILL PRICES 


A common basis on which flour is being 
sold by mills at interior points in Min- 
nesota, in straight or mixed-car lots, is: 
pases $14.20@ 14.30 per bbl in 98- and 49- 
b sacks; straight, $14@14.10. For lots of 
less than one car, 20c is usually added. 

The approximate prices at which mills 
at interior points in Minnesota are selling 
millfeed in mixed cars with flour are $42 
@43 for bran in 100-lb sacks, $48@44 for 
shorts, and $45@46 for flour middlings. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


F. O. Shane, of the Shane Bros. & Wil- 
son Co., Philadelphia, was in Minneapolis 
April 30, 

With the situation so unsettled, Minne- 
apolis millers are not making quotations 
on flour for export. 

Robert Pythin, of Indianapolis, was in 
Minneapolis during the week, conferring 
with the Commander Mill Co. 

Chester Simmons, vice-president of the 
Bemis Bro. Bag Co., Minneapolis, re- 
turned April 28 from Florida. 

Minneapolis biscuit manufacturers last 
week advanced the price on package goods 
10 to 20 per cent to offset the increase in 
the cost of raw materials. 

Samuel Steendahl, formerly with the 
Arkadelphia (Ark.) Milling Co., is in Min- 
neapolis seeking a position as milling 
chemist or flour salesman. 

F. W. Goldsmith, New Haven, Conn., 
representative in New England for the 
W. J. Jennison Co., was in Minneapolis, 
visiting headquarters, last week. 


R. V. Gordon, formerly with the Chip- 
pewa Milling Co., Montevideo, Minn., has 


Ruins of the Bast-Fogarty Milling Co.’s plant, Des Moines, Iowa, which burned April 16 
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secured a position as assistant sales-man. 
ager for the Commander Mill Co., Minne- 
apolis, 

J. W. Avery, head of the wheat depart- 
ment of the Pillsbury Flour Mills (Co. 
Minneapolis, has resigned his position +, 
join the officers’ training camp at Fort 
Snelling. 

The Minneapolis City Council has ac. 
ceeded to a request made by millers fo; 
permission to build fences on the streets 
adjoining the mills, so as to better pro- 
tect the milling district. 

C. E. Oliver has disposed of his interest 
in the Model Milling Co., Port Huron, 
Mich., but is still connected with the (ar. 
sonville (Mich.) Milling Co. He passed 
through Minneapolis April 26 on his way 
west. , 

A conference of the Equity association 
was held at Fargo, N. D., April 24, to dis- 
cuss financing of this year’s crop. ‘I'he 
association wants the government to con- 
fer with producers, if steps are taken to 
establish a minimum and maximum price 
on grain. 

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 


There is considerable sentiment in favor 
of abandoning the annual convention of 
the Fraternity of Operative Millers, which 
was to have been held in Minneapolis, June 
4-8. The directors have not yet taken 
definite action. 

L. S. Meeker, Minneapolis representa- 
tive of the Richmond Mfg. Co., has re- 
ceived an order from the Strong-Scott 
Mfg. Co., for the Quaker Oats Co., for 5 
McDaniel style B angle-screen oat separa- 
tors, 10 Niagara upright bran dusters and 
10 floor jacks, 

The Strong-Scott Mfg. Co., Minneapolis, 
has received an order for a_ 1,000-bu 
Morris grain drier for the North Western 
road elevator at Council Bluffs, Iowa, and 
an order for a 1,000-bu drier for the 
Chicago Great Western elevator at Omaha. 
The former elevator is to be operated by 
the Updike Grain Co. and the latter by the 
Nye-Schneider-Fowler Co. 

WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 

A car of No. 1 northern Canadian wheat 
on track at Minneapolis, April 28, sold at 

bu. 

Pacific Coast blue-stem wheat is quoted 
in Minneapolis at 60c over the July op- 
tion. Offerings are light. 

Wheat premiums at Minneapolis are 
7@8c lower for the week on top grades, 
and 10@145c lower on lightweight wheat. 

No. 2 hard Montana wheat on track at 
Minneapolis is quoted at 21@23c over 
May. No sogthwestern wheat is arriving 
for sale. 

Durum wheat on track in Minneapolis is 
selling at 10c bu under No. 1 northern, 
blue-stem. A week ago they were both on 
the same basis. 

Wheat stocks at Minneapolis have de- 
creased 320,000 bus the past three days. 
Total May 1, was about 7,890,000 bus, 
against 9,986,000 in 1916. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 2,032,000 bus of wheat. 
Receipts less shipments were 1,211,000 
bus, against 871,000 in 1916. 

Based on the close today (May 1), the 

(Continued on page 338.) 


——— 








ing 


out 
jus 


sen 
wit 
No 


Thi 
Las 
Yea 
Tw 








tion 


The 
-on- 


rice 


vor 
1 of 
hich 
une 
ken 


nta- 

re-~ 
cott 
rb 
Ara- 
and 


olis, 
-bu 
tern 
and 

the 
aha, 
| by 

the 


heat 
1 at 


ted 
op- 


are 
des, 
t. 

k at 
over 
ving 


is is 
ern, 
1 on 


de- 
ays. 
bus, 


und 
eat. 
000 


’ 


the 








May 2, 1917 





7 = 


=< 








THWESTERN:- 
R. E. STERLING 

MANAGER | 
231-252-EXCHANGE:BLG-KKANSAS-CITY:MO. USA. | 
CABLE-ADDRESS “PALMKIN | 





THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 








S,. SSS eo 





DEPARTME 





G” 





YY 














Contents of this publication are protected 
py copyright. Republication permitted when 


credit is given The Northwestern Miller. 





<< 





— 


Kansas Crry, Mo., Aprizt 28, 1917 





Flour trade is at sixes and sevens. De- 
mand is distinctly reduced, but there is 
still a somewhat spasmodic buying by job- 
bers and retailers who have not caught up 
with the recent, and to some extent con- 
tinuing, wave of household storing. In the 
main, however, the rise of flour to the $14 
@15 bbl basis has created a pause in the 
buying wave, and those now making fresh 
commitments are doing so through neces- 
sary replenishing of stocks. 

Millers are doing what they can to dis- 
courage buying. Salesmen generally are 
instructed not to solicit business in quan- 
tity, and to keep regular customers’ orders 
down to a reasonable minimum. Few 
millers care to take on any more business 
than is absolutely necessary at anything 
like $15 bbl. All admit that wheat prices 
may go higher, but flour sales on the 
basis of $3 wheat are not comforting pos- 
sessions, in view of the chances of $2 per 
bbl breaks overnight, and millers want no 
more of them than necessary. 

Prices are hardly quotable. A figure of 
around $13.25@13.50, jute, Kansas City, 
perhaps — well represents the market, 
but there is almost $1 bbl range either side 
of this, certainly a full $1.50 from top to 
bottom of reported figures. 

For family patents, cotton sack trade, 
quotations are above $14 bbl, basis Kansas 
City. Clears are represented by estimated 
prices, with an outside range of $11.50 to 
nearly $13 for fair to first grades. 

* * 





Millfeed is the only mill product show- 
ing reasonable steadiness, The availability 
of spring pasturage has taken the snap 
out of feed demand, and prices are only 
just about maintained. 


KANSAS CITY OUTPUT 


The output of Kansas City mills, repre- 
senting a weekly capacity of 71,100 bbls, 


with comparisons, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 
Flour Pct. of 
output activity 
This week ..icedestbeveses 61,300 86 
Last week ..cvsusssdauvata 67,600 95 
Year ago ..cciseeteuy bless 57,200 80 
TWO years AGO ..ceeeessvee 49,100 69 


SOUTHWESTERN OUTPUT 
The output of 65 mills in Nebraska, 
Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, outside 
of Kansas City, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 
Flour Pct. 


Weekly output ofac- 
capacity forweek tivity 
This week ....... 291,720 241,156 82 
Last Week ..scéese 292,920 243,628 83 
Year ago .....06 264,420 269,837 64 
Two years ago... 254,730 154,723 61 


Export shipments by reporting mills 
were 15,301 bbls this week, 13,040 last 
week, 7,098 a year ago and 18,959 two 
years ago. 

Out of 65 mills re 
domestic business 
slow and quiet. 


rting, 18 report 
26 fair, and 11 


WAR EXPORT SALES BASIS 


A southwestern milling concern is now 
stamping the following clause on all of 
its export sales contracts and invoices: 

The price at which this sale is made is 
based on existing freight and insurance 
rates, and subject to any and all reserva- 
tions, changes and assessments which the 
carriers (inland. or ocean), respectively 
the underwriters, may impose on the ship- 
ment due to prevailing conditions of war, 
or for other reasons or causes beyond the 
otler’s control. War risk insurance will 
e covered by seller for buyer’s account.” 

The company says that it believes some 
such form of Specific cover against contin- 
re neles which constantly arise is absolute- 
Y necessary for the miller’s protection. 


Other millers are taking somewhat similar 
action. 
KANSAS SHORT-MILLING COURSE 


L. A. Fitz, professor of milling at the 
Kansas State Agricultural College, Man- 
hattan, announces that the short eourse 
in wheat and flour testing this year will be 
held May 14-26, inclusive. The announce- 
ment adds: 

The course will be of special interest to 
wheat buyers, millers, bakers and flour 
salesmen. The work will consist of a 
course of lectures, with discussions and 
laboratory practice. Instruction will 
be given in methods for determining ab- 
sorption, gp (wet and dry), total — 
tein, gliadin, moisture, ash and acidity 
Those in attendance will be given oppor- 
tunity for as much laboratory practice as 
time will permit. Previous training in 
chemistry is desirable, but is not required. 

No textbooks are required. A labora- 
tory notebook will be necessary, for which 
a fee of $1 will be charged. Also a charge 
of $3.50 will be made to cover cost of ma- 
terials used, breakage, etc. The only 
other expense connected with this course 
will be living expenses. Board can be ob- 
tained for from $4 to $5 per week, and a 
room suitable for two persons will cost 
from $10 per month up. 

It is desired that all those planning to 
attend will notify the department as long 
before the course begins as possible, in 
order that proper arrangements can be 
made. It is also desired that each mill 
representative supply a 10-lb sample of 
his flour for laboratory tests; also a one- 
quart sample of the blend of wheat from 
which the flour is made. 


BOARD OF TRADE AGAINST LIQUOR 


The Kansas City Board of Trade last 
week, through its board of directors, 
passed the following resolution: 

Whereas, Approximately 100,000,000 
bus of cereals are used annually for the 
manufacture of alcohol, thereby diverting 
the grain from use as a food product that 
is of inestimable value, to a use which has 
proven to be of incalculable detriment to 
erg people now engaged in war; therefore- 

e it 

Resolved, That we urgently request 
Congress to enact legislation as a war 
measure, which shall prohibit the use of 
cereals for the purpose of manufacturing 
alcoholic beverages. 


NOTES 


August J. Bulte, vice-president of the 
Larabee Flour Mills Corporation, Hutch- 
inson, Kansas, is on the Pacific Coast. 
Later he will make a trip to eastern mar- 
kets. 

A special crop report issued by the Mis- 
souri Pacific Railroad tells of a big im- 
provement in wheat conditions in territory 
covered by that road in Kansas and Ne- 
braska. 

Charles A. Greenlee, secretary and man- 
ager of the Wm. Kelly Milling Co., Hutch- 
inson, Kansas, was in town this week on 
his way home from a trade trip as far 
east as Buffalo. 


The Golden Belt Grain & Elevator Co. 
was last week incorporated at Topeka, 
Kansas, with a capital of $75,000. The 
company is building a 250,000-bu concrete 
public elevator at Topeka. 

Ralph C. Sowden, secretary of the New 
Era Milling Co., Arkansas City, Kansas, 
who was here this week, says that Cowley 
County presents a splendid wheat pros- 
pect. Some farmers, he says, are holding 
what little wheat they have left for $3 bu. 

George H. Wittram, formerly connect- 
ed with the Brand-Dunwoody Milling Co., 
Joplin, Mo., and later with the Wells- 
Abbott-Nieman Co., Schuyler, Neb., is 
now. sales-manager of the Goodlander 
Mills: (Kansas Flour Mills Co.) Fort 
Scott, Kansas, 

The marriage of Paul M. Mohr and 








Miss Helen Hendrix, hter of Bishop 
and Mrs. Eugene R. Hendrix, of Kansas 
City, was celebrated Wednesday, April 25. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mohr left immediately for a 
month’s visit on the Pacific Coast. Mr. 
Mohr is secretary of the Zenith Milling 
Co., of Kansas City. 

Considerable spring wheat is being 
bought in the Northwest for shipment to 
Kansas City, and some mills in this district 
plan to grind more or less spring as it is 
available. There is a substantial price ad- 


-vantage in bringing northwestern wheat 


here at the present time, but the move- 
ment is restricted by lack of cars for ship- 
ment. One local concern has relatively 
large quantities of wheat bought at Min- 
neapolis for shipment, but cannot get 
any of it. 

The Stillwater (Okla.) Mill & Elevator 
Co. has been sold by Charles F. Babcock 
and the estate of Peter Babcock to J. E. 
Audsley, formerly of DeWitt, Mo. The 
transfer includes the mill at Stillwater 
and stations at Glencoe and Mehan. Mr. 
Audsley will move to Stillwater and take 
— charge of the business. Frank 

. Kolm, who has for some months been 
associated with the former owners, will 
remain, and become secretary and man- 
ager of the new concern. 

Millers in the Southwest are having less 
trouble in getting cars, but at this termi- 
nal the supply for grain loading is meager. 
This week grain houses with large quanti- 
ties of wheat due for shipment since 30 
days ago were unable to get equipment. 
At the same time, one large concern 
seemed to be getting plenty of cars for 
loading wheat for shipment to the Gulf. 
It was stated that the wheat was due on 
contracts to. allied purchasing agencies, 
and that the government had a hand in 
hastening the car supply. Other concerns 
with wheat due at the Gulf for loading for 
shipment to allied countries were not so 
fortunate. 





WICHITA 

Flour demand remains practically‘ un- 
changed from last week. The stronger 
mills continue on full-time runs, and re- 
port a good domestic business. Export is 
quiet. 

An advance of $1@1.20 in flour prices is 
in effect. Values indicated by leading 
southern Kansas and northern Oklahoma 
mills: best Kansas hard wheat flour, $14@ 
14.40 bbl; straight bran, $2@2.10 per 100 
lbs; mill-run bran, $2.10@2.20; shorts, 
$2.30@2.40,—in straight or mixed cars, de- 
livered within 15c rate territory. 

Wheat demand continues good, all 
choice milling samples being sold as of- 
fered. However, practically no wheat is 
being offered, and bids for good, heavy 
wheat are close to $3, a gain of about 30c 
on the week. 

Receipts for five days were 84 cars, 
against 55 same time last week, and 225 
last year. Range of sales on No. 2 hard 
wheat was $2.69@2.90, delivered Kansas 
City rate points, or about 23@25c over 
Kansas City May option, delivered Kan- 
sas City. 

NOTES 

Reports from southern Kansas and 
northern Oklahoma continue encouraging. 
Further rains are reported. 

William Kelly, president of the Wm. 
Kelly Milling Co., Hutchinson, Kansas, 
and George Ricker, manager of the Pratt 
(Kansas) Mills, were among the out-of- 
town millers in town this week. 

A trip taken through Sedgwick, Har- 
vey, Marion, and McPherson, centrally 
located counties of Kansas, found growing 
wheat in fair to good condition. However, 
it was observed that a few fields had suf- 
fered from lack of moisture and extreme 
high winds. Each of these counties has 
been greatly benefited by recent rains. 





By Automobile to Hollister 

President Samuel Plant, of the Fed- 
eration, has been making a special inves- 
tigation of the question of automobile 
roads to Hollister, Mo., for the benefit 
of millers who may be considering going 
to the camp meeting in their cars. He re- 
ports that the roads from Kansas City 
and St, Louis via Springfield to Hollister 
are in condition, and that the drives 
along these two routes are very pleasant. 

Maps of the roads in Missouri leading 
to Hollister, with directions covering the 
routes and accommodations on the way, 
can be secured by millers on application 
to Mr. Plant, at the Chamber of Com- 
merce, St. Louis. 
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DULUTH-SUPERIOR 

Dutorn, Mryxn., April 30.—Flour 
prices advanced $1, to considerable better 
per bbl last week, making the hi t 
prices ever ge in this market. le 
was principally with jobbers. The extraor- 
dinary advance appears to have checked 
buying, though, in some cases, dealers were 
willing to order if mill offers were reason- 
ably within line of market. These dealers 
urgently wanted supplies, and paid up 
to get them. Demand from bakers was 
light and slow. Many of them bought 
earlier, on which shipping disposition oe 
been given. Some are anxiously awaiting 
delivery, as lack of cars and congestion 
prevented mills loading and getting stuff 
moved out. Last week one mill put a fair 
quantity aboard boat. As soon as boats 
are running, transportation facilities will 
undoubtedly improve. 

Export situation unchanged. No busi- 
ness was done, although a few inquiries 
were received. Mills are awaiting the out- 
come of war measures taken by the allies.” 

Mill increased rye prices 25c bbl. New 
high prices tend to restrict business. Trade 
made inquiry, seemingly anxious to kee 

osted. Buying was close and for small 
ots. 

Durum flour was also quiet. Sales made 
were wholly in small lots, representing re- 
quirements. Dealers having stuff coming 
on old contracts urgently request delivery. 
Bad car service hindered shipping and 
delivery. Prices broke sharply, closing 
day. Advance for week, 90c bbl. 

uluth-Superior mills made 20,000 bbls 
flour, or 56 per cent of capacity, against 
14,650, or 40 per cent, previous week, and 
7,240, or 20 per cent, a year ago. 

Millfeed firm, but business slow. Mills 
have output largely sold up, and are con- 
fining attention to cleaning up contracts. 
Mills have difficulty in securing cars for 
definite delivery. 


NOTES 


Several railroads have their sheds 
stocked with flour and feed awaiting open- 
ing of navigation. Others can care for 
further moderate volume. 

The Lake Carriers’ Association will in- 
crease wages all along the line. Vesselmen 
will receive a general advance of 20 per 
cent, and in some instances will run 35@41. 

The Duluth Board of Trade adopted a 
resolution favoring national prohibition, if 
only as a war measure. This action was 
wired to congressmen and senators at 
Washington. ; 

Wheat screenings are held high. Do- 
mestic stock important. Fair supply of 
bonded. Car situation still tight and 
affecting shipping, making delivery on 
sales difficult. 

M. L. Jenks, president, and Charles F. 
Macdonald, secretary, Duluth Board of 
Trade, are in Washington, D. C., repre- 
senting this section at the conference re- 
garding shipping problems. 


The light domestic receipts last week 
represented mostly durum. Amount of 
spring wheat was hardly noticeable. Bar- 
ley and flaxseed chewed: up fair, but oats 
and rye have pretty near stopped coming. 


May durum, which recently was held at 
20c premium over the spring future, has 
gone to a.2%%4c discount under the May 
spring contract. Short interest evened 
up and, lacking special support, selling 
pressure has weighed down market and 
prices. 

Water rate on wheat, Duluth to Buffalo, 
unchanged at 514c. Market quiet. Shi 
pers not anxious to charter tonnage. Bulk 
of supplies here have been taken care of 
by boat interests. Brisk shipping move- 
ment is expected with arrival of first boats 
from lower lakes engaged to move grain. 


H. E. Emerson, St. Paul, chief state 
grain inspector for several years, has re- 
signed, May 1 he will take a position with 
A. D. Thomson & Co., local grain concern, 
as cash el = Emerson served 12 

ears at Duluth as deputy grain inspector. 

. H. Conkey, first pose chief itper- 
tor here, has also resigned, to go with the 
Duluth office of Hallet & Carey Co. 


Samples of Canadian wheat predomi- 
nated. Domestic offerings limited by 
smallness of receipts. Stuff cared for at 
ruling prices. Spot No. 1 northern based 
4@8c over May, to arrive the inside figure. 
No. 2, May price to 3c over. No. 3, 3@8c 
under May. No. 2 hard Montana sells 5c 


over May. No. 1 durum is quoted May 
price. No. 2 weak, ruling 5@10c under 
No. 1. F. G. Cartson. 
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The output of flour by mills represented 
at Toledo, with a combined weekly capac- 
ity of 48,000 bbls, for the week ending 
April 28 was 22,000, or 46 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 23,800, or 50 per 
cent, last week, 30,700, or 64 per cent, a 
year ago, 21,300, or 44 per cent, two years 
ago, and 22,700, or 47 per cent, three years 
a 


oWith many mills, stocks of wheat are 
getting short and some curtailment of 
output, if not actual shutting down, has 
been made necessary. One Toledo mill 
was down for 10 5 recently on this 
account, and others have been obliged to 
reduced their running for the same reason. 
While there is wheat to be had, the trouble 
has been to get it to the point where it was 
needed. The car situation at Toledo is a 
little easier, but there is still a shortage 
of equipment. 

Local business with Toledo mills was 
unusually good this week, due to stocking 
up by family trade. This has not been 
felt so much here in car-lot outside busi- 
ness, although many other mills in central 
states territory have experienced it. Scar- 
city of cars has worked more constantly 
against Toledo mills than at many other 

ints. With wheat stocks comparatively 
ight or cleaned up, local mills did not do 
much new outside business this week. 

Millers quite generally are throwing 
their influence against the mad rush of 
buying and accumulation of flour which 
has recently characterized family trade. 
The word “crazy” is heard more often than 
any other in describing this movement. 
By their ill-advised purchasing, le are 
simply putting up the price on t ves. 
Millers are not only advising against such 
hoarding of flour, but are also preaching 
economy. 

HOLDING WHEAT 


A leading mill in Ohio writes that a can- 
vass among country elevators within 35 
miles of the mill shows upwards of 75,000 
bus of soft wheat on hand upon which 
they refuse to set a price, although offered 
5 to 7c over what is a based 
upon the Toledo market. ese country 
elevators have a profit of 25@75c bu in 
this wheat, and feel that they can specu- 
late without much chance of loss. 

A few days ago a farmer brought in 
5 bus of wheat, took out 11% bus in flour 
and stored the remainder, with the remark, 
“Wheat will sell much higher; the govern- 
ment report shows cr | haven’t any in the 
West.” What we need is a little less pub- 
licity about the damage in the West, and 
more publicity urging that producers and 
handlers put their food stocks on the 
market. 

Under ordinary conditions the present 
favorable outlook for a crop in Ohio 
would mean the cleaning out of old stocks 
by both elevators and farmers. 


NOTES 

C. J. Marboe, sales-manager Listman 
Mill Co., La Crosse, Wis., was in Ohio this 
week, 

It is reported that the export demand 
for rice has become very keen and at un- 
precedented prices. 

C. E. Oliver, in the milling business at 
Port Huron, Mich., has sold out, and will 
move to his old home in Warsaw, Ind. 

J. F. Sheppard, recently with Bernhard 
Stern & Sons, Milwaukee, in Ohio, is now 
with the Schwartz Electrical Co., Indian- 
apolis. 

The headquarters of Lyon & Greenleaf, 
operating mills at Wauseon, Ohio, and 
Ligonier, Ind., have been moved to Li- 
gonier. 


R. J. Hamilton, manager Wm. A. 
Coombs Milling Co., Coldwater, Mich., who 
has been ill for several weeks, is much 
better, but not able to be out. 

Demand for corn flour has been lar, 
than mills could take care of, presumably 
for export. Corn millers are in doubt as 
to how long the demand will continue. 

A. M. Tousley, flour broker and jobber, 
and C. H. Hitch, representing the Kehlor 
Flour Mills Co., St. Louis, have taken a 
joint office at 337 Guardian Building, 
Cleveland, Ohio. f 

M. P. Evans, formerly representing the 
Sheffield-King Milling Co., Minneapolis, 
with headquarters at Louisville, Ky., is 
now connected with Bernhard Stern & 
Sons, Milwaukee. 

Some very unusual profits are occasion- 
ally being made in reselling flour. As an 
example, at Cincinnati this week one car 
of 250 bbls netted the seller $1,000. The 


flour was bought around $8 bbl, and was ~ 


sold at $12. 

David Anderson, president National 
Milling Co., and Cyrus S. Coup, vice- 
president and general manager North- 
western Elevator & Mill Co., Toledo, have 
returned from a 10-day outing at French 
Lick Springs, Ind. 

Reports are being received of small 
mills in this section closing down for 
want of wheat. No large mills are re- 

rted closed on this account,. but there 

as been some restriction on output, owing 
to inability to get sufficient wheat. 

Mark N. Mennel, of the Harter Milling 
Co., Toledo, will leave early in the week 
to attend a conference before the Senate 
committee in Washington pertaining to the 
new grades which involve consideration of 
76 or 81 per cent extraction flour. 


The Krumm Milling Co., Columbus, 
Ohio, has been conducting a local adver- 
tising campaign in which $100 in cash 
prices has n offered for cakes baked 
with “Krumm’s Best” flour, $50 for the 
best, and $10 each for the five next best. 
About 1,000 cakes, the result of the con- 
test, will be offered at auction under the 
auspices of the Pleasure Guild, the pro- 
ceeds to be donated to the Children’s 
Hospital. 


CENTRAL STATES MILLS 


Fifteen mills in Ohio, Indiana and 
Michigan, with a combined weekly capac- 
ity of 108,660 bbls, for the week ending 
April 21 made 58,422, or 54 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 57,103, or 54 per 
cent, last week, by 14 mills of 105,060 bbls 
weekly capacity. 

Among the mills contributing to this re- 
port were the following: 


OHIO 


Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy. 
National Milling Co., Toledo. 
Northwestern Elev. & Mill Co., Toledo. 


INDIANA 


Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis. 
Lawrenceburg Roller Mills Co. 
Noblesville Milling Co., Noblesville. 
Suckow Co., Franklin. 


MICHIGAN 


Commercial Milling Co., Detroit. 
Eldred Mill Co., Jackson, 

Huron Milling Co., Harbor Beach. 
Peninsular Milling Co., Flint. 
Voigt Milling Co., Grand Rapids. - 


Central States Crop Reports 


A canvass of the leading millers in 
Ohio, Indiana and Michigan reveals, so far 
as can be determined at this time, a con- 
dition of growing wheat in this section 
exactly in accord with reports already 
made in this department. Conditions in 
Ohio and poy appear to be much 
better than in Indiana, although the latter 
state has shown considerable improvement 


recently. 
The condition of 80, estimated by the 
government as of April 1 for Ohio and 


peerg. seems to be conservative, while 
that of 60 for Indiana is probably too low. 
Reports received in detail are as fol- 


OHIO 


Williams Bros. Co., Kent: The growing 
wheat in our section is lookin . The 
acreage, we should judge, be about 
95 per cent of what it was last year. We 
think the state figures for Ohio are low. 
As near as we can find out, the wheat in 
the extreme southwestern and the extreme 
northwestern of the state is not good, 
but the rest of the state looks very fair; 
especially our own section, in which we 
would say the crop will be pr pene! up 
to normal, with a difference of possibly 5 
per cent in decreased acrea 

Standard Cereal Co., Chillicothe: Pros- 
pects are good for 80 to 85 per cent crop. 

Mansfield Milling Co., Inc: The growing 

wheat’ in this territory is in excellent con- 
dition—much better than average, and the 
acreage probably 10 per cent larger than 
average. 
Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy: The growing 
wheat in Miami County promises to pro- 
duce a full average crop. Existing condi- 
tions are very good. 

Gwinn Milling Co., Columbus: The acre- 
age in this immediate section, Franklin, 
Pickaway, Madison, Fayette and Fairfield 
counties, is about normal. In Pickaway 
and Madison counties the condition is 
somewhat near normal; in Fayette not so 
good, in Fairfield and Franklin poor. The 
improvement since April 1 has been very 
marked. 

Marion National Mill Co: We think the 
acreage in this section is probably 10 per 
cent above normal, and conditions now in- 
dicate a normal yield on an acreage slight- 
ly better than normal. We are inclined 
to doubt the agricultural board’s esti- 
mate that Ohio will raise 33,000,000 bus; 
probably 28,000,000 to 30,000,000 bus 
would be our guess. 

Walsh Milling Co., Cuyahoga Falls: In 
our opinion, we will have about 80 per cent 
of a normal crop of wheat in this section 
this year. 

Ansted & Burk Co., Springfield: Acre- 
age is average, and the condition of the 
coming crop is 90 per cent and getting 
better. 

Loudonville Mill & Grain Co: Within a 
radius of 20 miles of Loudonville, we are 
going to have an average crop; at least, 
that is the general opinion even of the 
farmers. So far, I have only seen one 
piece of wheat which has been plowed up, 
and this is probably but one-fourth of the 
field, and this farmer told me that he re- 
grets now that he had plowed it up, as the 
remainder of the field has come on and 
looked reasonably promising at this time. 

Washington Milling Co., Washington C. 
H: Indications point to an average wheat 
crop in this section, and an increased acre- 
age of 10 per cent for corn. 


INDIANA 


Garland Milling Co., Greensburg: The 
growing wheat in our immediate section 
gives promise of a much larger yield than 
the first of the month. It has stooled out 
exceedingly well, and has a splendid color. 
The acreage, as compared with last year, is 
about 20 per cent more. So far as we have 
been able to learn, there has been none 
plowed up. 

Blish Milling Co., Seymour: The season 
here has been very backward; have had 
cool weather, with the exception of a few 
days, so that wheat has really not had a 
chance to show what it will do with grow- 
ing weather. The low und and river 
bottom wheat is in bad shape, and there 
will be considerable of this plowed under; 
the upland and clay wheat seems to be 
coming along very well, although badly 
spotted. We think there will be as much 
as 15 per cent of the acreage that will be 
abandoned; the remainder will need more 

ing weather to determine outcome. 
At this time we would say our local crop 
will not yield any more than last year, but 
we are hoping the quality will much 
improved. Last crop was a little short of 
half an average. 

Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis: In this 
immediate lecality, the wheat is looking 

uite well. While the plant is small, it is 
thick on the ground, the winter-killing ap- 
parently being negligible. This, from 
what we hear, is the general situation for 
some distance around, The southern and 
southwestern part of the state, I have 
heard from parties who have been there, 
is in very poor condition. Owing to this 
spotted situation, it is difficult to make a 
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guess on the probable crop. The govern- 
ment estimate increased by 5,000,000 bus 
would probably be a fair guess. 

Noblesville Milling Co: We have a lary- 
er acreage than a year ago in this section, 
in our opinion the wheat is in much better 
condition. At present we believe that the 
wheat is equal to 85 per cent of the aver- 
age crop in condition; no plowing up at 
all, and the improvement since April | js 
very marked. ith anything like favor- 
able conditions from now on, we ought to 
harvest at least 80 per cent of a normal 
crop, and the state ought not to fall very 
far below this. . 

Mayflower Mills, Fort Wayne: It is a 
little too early to tell definitely how the 
growing wheat is going to turn out, as we 
had some heavy frosts about a week avo, 
which gave it a setback, making it imp.s- 
sible at the moment to tell just how much 
of it will grow. ‘There has very little 
wheat plowed for other crops in this sec- 
tion, and believe with favorable weather 
from now on we will harvest at least three- 
fourths of a normal crop. 

Loughry Bros. Milling & Grain (o., 
Monticello: The present outlook for wheat 
is about 50 per cent of a crop. We have 
had good weather recently, and wheat is 
making some improvement. 

Goshen Milling Co: The growing wheat 
in this vicinity been very much iin- 
proved by showers and favorable weather, 
and it now looks as though we should have 
at least an average crop of wheat next 
July. We do not believe that an acre }as 
been plowed under in this section. (f 
course we speak of this immediate vicinity, 
northern Indiana and southern Michigan. 
Nineteen years out of 20, or something 
like that, northern Indiana and southern 
Michigan have — wheat crops. 

Suckow Co., Franklin: We will have a 
better crop of wheat in this immediate 
section than we have had in a number of 
years, as the plant looks much better and 
the acreage is larger than it was a year 
ago. We know of only one or two small 
fields within a radius of 15 miles of our 
mill that have been plowed up, and the 
rest will make a better crop than last year, 
providing we have no unfavorable weather 


from this time on. 

Lawrenceburg Roller Mills: Acreage 
sown, compared previous year, 86 per 
cent; acreage winter killed and aban- 
doned, 17 per cent; present condition, 


compared with normal, 69 per cent. 
MICHIGAN 

David Stott Flour Mills, Inc:, Detroit: 
Got no start last fall, Winter wheat two 
weeks late. Poor outlook; 65 per cent of 
a crop will look big at harvest. 

Jonesville Milling Co: The acreage is 
about the same as last year, and believe 
that the yield, if we have no further dam- 
age to the growing crops, will be fully 
equal to a a ago. Wheat looks nice 
now, and if we have the right kind of 
weather it will surely come through in 


good — 

Eldred Mill Co., Jackson: The acreage 
in our territory is about the same as last 
year; while 10 days ago wheat was looking 
very bad on account of the freezing every 
night, we are having some good rains 
which have improved the looks of it won- 
derfully. It is very small yet, but has a 

roots. 


iMing Co., Coldwater: 
Growing wheat is in very good condition 
at present. It has improved somewhat 
over a week ago, as we have had warm, 
growing weather for a few days. Acreage, 
compared with last year, about the same. 
John C. Liken & Co., Sebewaing: Spring 
very backward and we have only had two 
or three growing days, with a warm shower, 
after which wheat greened-up quite niccly, 
with the exception of Since that 
time, however, we have had considerable 
rain, with near to freezing weather. The 
acreage is about 10 per cent larger than 
last year, but the condition just now «oes 
not look any too promising. Wheat went 
into the winter very small and weak, and 
it will take good growing weather to make 
a good crop. I think these same conditions 
prevail throughout the Thumb. ; 
Peninsular Milling Co., Flint: For this 
county we estimate acreage as 90 per cent, 
compared with previous year, and 90 per 
cent, compared with the average of the 
last five years. We estimate condition at 
75 per cent of a full crop. Until last F'ri- 
day the weather was cool and dry, but 
since then we have had warm rains and 
some warm weather, and will very so 
know what proportion of the wheat |s 
dead. The plant did not come out of the 
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inter in vigorous condition. We think 
this tinea aa be ly true for the 


southern half of the lower peninsula, and 
that is the section that raises about four- 
fifths of all the wheat grown in Michigan. 
Amendt Milling Co., Monroe: The con- 
dition of the growing wheat crop ng: 
out this section, with the ——- t 
it is a little short, is- perfect. short- 
ness, however, is due to the fact that the 
crop was sown late last fall. It is our 
opinion that, with favorable weather from 
now until harvest, we will have a full crop 
on an acreage that was increased 10 or 15 
per cent over former years; in fact, this is 
one of the fortunate sections so far. We 
were of the opinion early in March that 
we would do well to have 50 per cent of a 
crop, but practically all the fields have 
come along in almost perfect condition. 
Voigt Milling Co., Grand Rapids: The 


returns that we get as to the growing crop ~ 


are varied. Some sections say poor, and 
others good, It is a little early. - The 
Michigan agricultural department gives 
the condition of wheat on April 1 in this 
state as 82, against a condition a year ago 
of 78. 

In a canvass of mills made by the secre- 
tary of the Michi State Association, 17 
millers reported the average acreage sown 
last fall, as compared with the previous, at 
90.3 per cent; 15 mills reported the acre- 
age now standing, as compared with acre- 
age sown, at 94 per cent; 16 mills report- 
ed the present condition of the plant, as 
compared with normal this time of year, 
at 76.8 per cent; 11 mills reported wheat 
in farmers’ hands available for market at 
5.9 per cent; eight mills reported bushels 
of wheat, or its equivalent of flour, on 
hand, at 171,600, 





INDIANA 


Ixvianapouis, Inp,, April 28.—With 
soft winter patents $15 bbl and wheat sell- 
ing above $3 bu, the Indiana market this 
week was erratic. Anything in the way of 
high records was discounted, even Civil 
War marks on wheat going glimmering. 
The small miller is out of wheat and is 
buying flour from other mills to fill his 
orders. : 

Springs and hards are about 20c bbl 
lower than soft winter goods. Business in 
flour continues mostly from the city and 
state, though some trading in clears was 
done with New York. Oo ocean space 
being available, nothing was done for ex- 
port. Stocks are running low, one of the 
largest mills in the state reporting that it 
had received only three cars of wheat 
during the last 10 days. 

With millers paying $3 for wheat and 
expressing a willingness to keep pace with 
the futures market and pay as much as 
$3.10, it was forecasted that flour would 
net another increase next week. Nothing 
but extreme rises in wheat will bring 
it from first hands. The millers who made 
this forecast stated that they knew that all 
grain had not left the farmers, as they 
were dickering for several thousand 
bushels from some. 

Evansville millers declare that they will 
be forced to close down if they do not get 
more wheat. Mills there have bought 
wheat in St. Louis, but cannot have it 
moved. Mills at Coal City, Epsom, West- 
phalia and Birdseye have shut down be- 
cause they cannot get wheat at any price. 

The demand for millfeed has eased up 
— though the price is holding 

Tm, 

NOTES 


Flour produced in this city this week, 
10,200 bbls, 


The highest price for wheat on the local 
board was $3.15, Bert A. Boyd, a grain 
a selling a car to a country miller at 

Is range, . 


So much attention is being given the 
question of food ation in this state 
that it is being reflected strongly in flour 
production. Mills, for one thing, are go- 
ing to grind more closely, it. is declared, 
and whole-wheat bread will likely soon 
appear. 

Late this week the civic authorities an- 
Sounces that all bakers would be ed 
0 sell stale bread, being told that 
bakers will not be Shoot to e it back. 
A. L. Taggart, of the Taggart Baking Co., 
states that about $75,000 worth of bread is 
baked in Indianapolis each week, and that 
nearly 5 per cent of this amount is re- 
turned to the bakers. 


J. M. Pearson. 
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The flour output of Seattle mills, with 
a combined. weekly capacity of 40,800 bbls, 
was 24,050, or 58 per cent of capacity, 
this week, against 40,920, or 51 per cent, 
last week, 12,617, or 31 per cent, a year 
ago, and 7,586, or 19 per cent, two years 


The flour output of Tacoma mills, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 57,000 bbls, 
was 22,700, or 39 per cent of capacity, 
against 31,790, or 55 per cent, last week, 
24,577, or 43 per cent, a year ago, and 
9,705, or 19 per cent, two years ago. 


THE WEEK’S TRADE 


Staggering advances in flour prices 
have put an end to buying. The heavy 
sales made up to a week ago to the family 
trade, caused by accumulating supplies 
in anticipation of advancing markets, have 
ceased. Mills report that there are no 
new bookings of flour being made on the 
Pacific Coast, with the exception of a very 
limited small-lot movement. 

The week closed with soft wheat flours 
quoted, basis 49-lb cottons: blue-stem 
family patent, $12.30; blue-stem cut-off, 
$11; club straights, $11. These prices, 
high as they are, are relatively lower than 
wheat and, in the opinion of millers, 
should be at least $1 bbl higher. 

Few bids were received by interior mills 
from domestic eastern or southern mar- 
kets, but the mills were generally busy 
grinding on old bookings. Pastry flours, 
f.o.b. shipping points, were - at $11. 

The hard wheat flour trade appears to 
be absolutely dead, and quotations are 
purely nominal, Dakota first patent was 
quoted at the week-end at $13.05@14.40; 
Montana first patent, $11.40@13.95. 

The millfeed market continues to ad- 
vance, local bran being quoted at the 
week-end at $39 ton, and shorts at $42. 

The railroads of the Pacific Northwest, 
in compliance with the request of the 
government to furnish shippers 100 to 
150 cars a day to move the heavy sales 
made long since for export and middle 
western markets, are now furnishing cars 
liberally, and there is a heavy movement 
of grain eastbound. It is estimated that 
there are 12,000,000 to 15,000,000 bus 
wheat to go East, and even should the 
number of cars continue to be furnished 
as at present it will take several months 
to move the grain. The movement of 
grain to the Pacific Coast is limited, al- 
though some of the mills are running 
short of supplies. 

Bids for wheat on the Seattle Exchange 
today were: Turkey red, $2.71 bu; blue- 
stem, $2.71; club, $2.64; forty-fold, $2.65; 
fife, $2.64; red Russian, $2.61. 


THE WEATHER AND THE WHEAT 


The weather in Washington, Oregon 
and northern Idaho has been slightly sub- 
normal during the week, with frequent 
rains, and the season is about 30 days 
late. Good progress has been made with 
seeding, however, and it should be com- 
pleted by May 10. About 25 per cent of 
the winter wheat acreage has been re- 
seeded. 

Growing weather is needed in Montana 
to determine definitely the damage to win- 
ter wheat, about 15 per cent of which is 
now estimated to have been winter killed. 
Cold weather, with snow and rain, in cen- 
tral and western Montana are delaying 
spring work. With a change in the 
weather, allowing immediate entrance on 
the fields, an increase of about 15 per 
cent be the spring wheat acreage is still 

ible 


A great part of the fall grain in Utah, 


particularly in the eastern part, has been 
plowed up, and the ground is being re- 
seeded to spring wheat. Seeding is very 
late, on account of unseasonable weather. 


NOTES 

Wilson, Nobles & Barr, large bakers of 
Bellingham, Wash., have failed, owing 
about $11,000 for flour. 

The Montana Flour Mills Co.’s new 
1,500-bbl mill at Great Falls, Mont., will 
begin operations about May 25. 

Montana mills report an improvement 
in the car situation, with sufficient empty 
cars available for state and western 
points, and improvement in deliveries 
eastbound. 

The Pacific Commercial Co., of Manila, 
P. L., with branch offices at Kobe, Japan, 
Sydney, N.S. W., San Francisco and New 

ork, recently opened a branch at Seattle, 
in charge of H. Goddard, 

Headway is being made by Washing- 
ton mills in inaugurating the system of 
trade acceptances in sales of flour and 
feed. Some of the Montana mills have 
endeavored to introduce the use of trade 
acceptances. 


The tidewater mills on this coast have 
been protected for some time by the Na- 
tional Guard, and recently Montana mills 
have placed the matter before the goy- 
ernor of the state of affording them mili- 
tary protection. 

The Northwest Master Bakers’ Asso- 
ciation has voted to discontinue the 5c 
loaf. A number of the smaller bakers 
have gone out of business, finding it im- 
possible to operate at the present prices 
for flour. 

P. J. Sweeney, state grain inspector: 
About 25 per cent of the winter wheat 
required reseeding this spring, and the 
late spring ‘delaying seeding in the east- 
ern part of Whitman County and portions 
of other counties, will uce the yield 
from 10 to 20 per cent. Of course, with 
very favorable weather conditions from 
this time on, the crop might even exceed 
40,000,000 bus, but at the present time I 
have grave doubts that it will exceed 35,- 
000,000, and it may be below that figure if 
we have hot winds early in July. We will 
have most to fear from those winds this 
season on account of the extra amount 
of spring wheat sown, also on account of 
the lateness of the season. 


OREGON 


Porttanp, Orecon, April 28.—The flour 
output of Portland mills this week, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 33,000 bbls, 
was 21,447, or 64 per cent of sonny, 
against 15,762, or 47 per cent, last w 

Two 60c advances in the local flour mar- 
ket this week have put the price of patents 
at $12.20, a level never before attained 
in this market. The rise has not been ac- 
companied by much new business. Millers 
have been reluctant to name such high 
quotations, but, with wheat soaring, no 

r. course was possible. The new list 
uotes straights at $11@11.40, valley at 
11.20, graham at $12.20 and whole-wheat 

at $12.40. 

Millfeeds of all kinds have kept pace 
with wheat and flour markets. ran is 
today listed at $40, shorts at $43, rolled 
barley at $51 and rolled oats at $55. Whole 
corn is quoted by dealers at $70 ton, and 
cracked corn at $71. : 

The wheat market has scored a gain of 
91c bu at Portland so far this month, with 
blue-stem standing at the price of the 
May option at Chicago. Today’s advances 
at the exchange ranged 8@IlIc, April bids 
being as follows: blue-stem, $2.67; forty- 
fold and club, $2.61; red Russian, $2.58. 

Trading has been of very small propor- 
tions, as surplus stocks in the Northwest 
are nearly exhausted, dealers here esti- 
mating less than 3 per cent of the crop 
left in first hands. 
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Oats and barley are strong, but have not 
advanced equal to wheat. Oats sold on 
the exchange per | at $53.75 ton, and for 
barley $55 was bid. 


CAR RELIEF PROMISED 


In reply to a request for car relief sent 
to the different railroads, the Merchants’ 
Exchange Association has received a letter 
from W. P. Kenney, vice-president of the 
Great Northern, which says: 

“Conditions along our line are rapidly 
reaching normal, and we are in hopes with- 
out further accidents, to be able to get 
sufficient cars to the coast in the very near 
future to take care of the business offered. 
We have upwards of 1,000 empties moving 
from Havre and mage beyond, and these 
will be followed by additional empties as 
well as westbound loads. We feel, with 
this equipment on hand, that we will be 
able to handle the eastbound shipments in 
a satisfactory manner. We are doing all 
we possibly. can to improve conditions on 
the coast.” 

NOTES 

The weekly Oregon state crop report 
says: “Winter wheat and rye have made 
fairly good growth. Considerable plant- 
ing has been done; spring wheat is coming 
aed” the early sections, and the stand is 


The Merchants’ Exchange Association 
has asked the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission to extend to July 15 the proposed 
15 per cent advance in freight rates, 
which was announced for June 1. This 
extension would give them an opportuni 
to deliver a large part of the whan whic! 
they had previously sold against the pres- 
ent freight rates. 

J. M. Low ysnaxt. 





CALIFORNIA 


San Francisco, Cat., April 28.—Though 
no large sales of flour were made this 
week, there was a slight improvement in 
demand. 

North Coast mills quote, in 98’s, cotton, 
delivered San Francisco: blue-stem pat- 
ents, -$12.20@12.50 bbl; cut-off, $11.50@ 
11.70. 

An advance of 40c bbl was made by 
local mills. Top family patents are now 
quoted at $12.20@12.60 bbl, 49’s, cotton. 

Eastern flour has advanced with such 
rapidity that buyers are unable to keep 
step with the increased prices made neces- 
sary by the continued upward trend of 
wheat. Kansas mills quote first patents, 
98’s, cotton, at $14.50@15 bbl; Dakota first 
ye $14@14.50; Montana first patents, 

13.50@14,—delivered San Francisco. 

Demand for millfeed continues strong, 
while offerings are more restricted than at 
any previous time this season, and prices 
have advanced in consequence. Bran now 
brings $45@46 ton; shorts, $48@50; mid- 
— $64@66,—delivered San Francisco. 

1 coarse grains have been advanced 
in sympathy with the markets at other 
centers, while offerings are yery restricted. 
Northern blue-stem wheat, $4.35@4.50 per 
ctl; Turkey red, $4.35@4.50; feed barley, 
$3; California yellow corn, $3.25@3.35; 
Egyptian, $4@4.10. 





Montana Millers Meet 


A meeting of the Montana Millers’ As- 
sociation was held at MHunter’s Hot 
Springs, Mont., on Saturday evening, 
April 28. ; 

A very interesting report was sent in by 
the seed committee, which suggested means 
of helping the Montana farmer to obtain 
suitable seed, and ways of discouraging 
the planting of varieties which are not 
suitable to Montana soil and climate... The 
Montana State Agricultural College, at 
Bozeman, has promised its co-operation 
with the seed committee. 

The adoption of arrival draft or trade 
acceptance terms was discu in a gen- 
eral way, and will be taken up again at 
the annual meeting to be held at Helena 
on June 30. 

The members present were: C. F: Pride, 
Hamilton Cereal & Flour Mill Co; J. H. 
Cline, Polson Roller Mill Co; F. M. 
Wright, State Milling Co; A. H. Reck- 
steiner, Three Forks Milling Co; Leslie F. 
Miller, Russell-Miller Milling Co; Charles 
A. Richmond, Inter-Mountain Milling Co; 
Aug. Schwachheim, Cascade oe & 
Elevator Co; J. H. Harker, Joliet Milling 
Co; R. C. Gilham, Inter-Mountain Milling 
Co; E. J. Sandborgh, J. W. Denio Milling 
Co; C. W. Sw Bozeman Milling Co; 


3 eet, 
O. W. Fisher, Jr., Gallatin Valley Milling 
Co. . 
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It has been almost impossible to keep 
track of the flour market this week. 
Prices have advanced violently, and there 
has been no checking the upward move- 
ment. The situation has been one which 
has been forced to respond to the wheat 
situation. 

There has been a little evidence of buy- 
ing by the allies, but it has not been very 


pronounced, and is limited apparently to | 


a few big northwestern mills and the lead- 
ing southwestern mill combination. Nat- 
urally, this leaves the ordinar business 
of the country to be supplied by mills 
not able to do any direct export business. 
Quotations are purely nominal. 

FOREIGN BUYING 

Government representatives have been 
credited with doing only a small business 
and, as far as they could, trying to allay 
the excitement. Export shipments for the 
allies are expected to run about as re- 
cently until the arrival of Canadian 
wheat shipped at opening of navigation. 
After this wheat arrives it is thought 
there will be an increase in the. move- 
ment. At the recent average rate of ship- 
ments there is enough wheat in Canada 
over and above home requirements to Iast 
10 to 12 weeks, without regard to ship- 
ments of American wheat. 

Some of tne Dutch boats have sailed, 
but it is still uncertain as to how much 
grain will be permitted to go out. Inti- 
mations from Washington have been that 
an effort will be made to restrict ship- 
ments to neutral countries unless it can be 
absolutely shown that there is no leakage 
through into Germany. 

Some reports of buying of flour have 
been current, but as this business is now 
in the hands of only a few, and it is un- 
derstood that these few are completely 
tied up about reporting business, it is 
difficult to learn if any is being done. 

The export trade in corn has been of 
small volume. The market is much in- 
terested in the sale early in the week of 
a cargo of Argentine corn for importa- 
tion at prices quoted equal to $1.60¥, c.i.f. 
New York, or about 10c bu under the 
price of western corn at the time. 

Persistent reports have been current of 
considerable business in oats for export, 
but those in position to know claim that 
it was largely in completion of previous 
trades and not new business, although the 
size of the clearances indicates that con- 
siderable has been done, 

BREAD PRICES ADVANCE 

There is a general movement among the 
large wholesale bakers to advance the 
price of bread, because of the continually 
advancing prices of not only that which 
goes into the actual making of bread, but 
the many things used in and about the 

ak 


ery. 

re 4 Friday the Ward Bread Co. an- 

nounced the following changes, to take 
effect April 30: 

“The 6c loaf, formerly the 5c loaf, will 
be withdrawn from the market. The 
cheapest loaf will be the 10c size, and this 
will 2 ozs less than the loaf formerly 


offered at this price. A new size loaf, 
24 ozs, will be sold for lic. Loaves of the 
sizes purchased by restaurants will be 
changed in price as follows: the former 
12c loaf will be 15c; the former lic loaf 
will be 18c; the former 18c loaf will be 
24c; the former 24¢ loaf will be 32c.” 

The general tendency among this class 
of bakers is to do away with the 5c loaf 
entirely, because, as has been pointed out, 
its production under present conditions is 
uneconomic, as it takes as much labor to 


produce and deliver a 5c as it does a 10c 
loaf, and the latter keeps fresh longer 
and is better bread. 

The average weight of the 10c loaf now 
ranges from 18 to 20 ozs, but without 
question this will have to be reduced. At 
the present time the ordinary 10c loaf 
weighs about 15 ozs, and rang Mes loaf 
which some bakers are putting out for lic 
weighs about 28 ozs. ‘This latter loaf 
really takes the place of the 10c loaf as 
it was before the war, while the present 
10c loaf replaces the old 5c loaf and rep- 
resents an advance of about 50 per cent 
over prices that existed prior to the war. 


OVERSTOCKING ON FLOUR 


There seems to have been something 
like a flour-buying panic among the 
housewives of the Metropolitan district, 
as the local mills report an almost un- 
precedented amount of' business in family 
flour. ‘Fhis is probably one of the reasons 
for the rapid advances in price on this 
grade by retailers. . 

Regardless of advice to the contrary, 
this buying continues, but a great deal 
of it is senseless. For example, one man 
with a small family, on learning of the 
rapid advance in the price of flour, or- 
dered five barrels, when his year’s re- 
quirements could not be much in excess 
of two. 

NOTES 

H. J. Horan, Philadelphia, called at 
this office last Friday. 

A. D. Brockett, of A. D. Brockett & 
Co., Alexandria, Va., was in New York 
this week. 

E. A. James, of Armour & Co., Chi- 
cago, and Nesbitt Grammer, Buffalo, 
were among the out-of-town grain men 
visiting the exchange this week. 

Millers visiting this market this week 
were H. B. Eggers, Jr., of the Grafton 
(N. D.) Roller Mill Co., and Thomas Wil- 
liamson, of the St. Lawrence Flour Mills 
Co., Ltd., Montreal, Que. 

There is a strong demand for corn meal 
in this market. One sale reported this 
week was for 20,000 sacks, but the price 
could not be learned. The general range 
on yellow meal is $4@4.50 per 100 lbs, 
and on white $4.25@4.50. Corn flour is 
scarce, and is being held at $4.50@4.75 
per 100 Ibs. 


PHILADELPHIA 

Puivapevpnia, Pa., April 28.—Flour 
ruled strong this week, and prices were 
advanced about $1.50 bbl in sympathy with 
the upward movement in wheat. The mills 
were very firm in their views, but the high 
prices restricted demand, and business 
generally was limited to the satisfaction 
of immediate necessities. 

There was not much second-hand stock 
offering, though sales of spring patent 
were reported a in the week on the 
spot at $12.30 wood, and later at $13.25; 
at the close, prices generally: ranged $13.50 
@14, and the favorite brands $14.25@15. 
Winter straight at the close was held at 
$13@13.50, but there was not much doing. 
The irregularity of the wheat market at 
the close caused a very unsettled feeling 
in flour, and prices are almost entirely 
nominal. 





NOTES 
Exports of wheat since Jan. 1, 9,500,435 
bus, against 15,788,073 for the same time 
last year. 
Owing to the scarcity of wheat, many 


country mills in Pennsylvania, New Jer-. 


sey, Delaware and Maryland have been 
obliged to shut down. 

A press dispatch from Stroudsburg, Pa., 
says that considerable damage is being 
done to growing grain crops by deer, as 
the forest growth is so thin and unnu- 
tritious that e is compelled to seek 
pasturage in open. 

Beginning Monday, bread goes to 6c in 


the 1,200 groceries of the American Stores 
Co. throughout eastern Pennsylvania, in- 
cluding Philadelphia, and New Jersey. 
Smaller grocery concerns and independent 
bakers have been selling for 6c for some 
time. A few bakers are still selling at 5c, 
but it is believed that they will now raise 
their price. 

Under a plan worked out by Ernest L. 
Tustin, vice-director of the food supply 
department of the Public Safety Commit- 
tee of Pennsylvania, all county superin- 
tendents of public instruction have been 
asked to close state, high and preparatory 
schools and colleges immediately, so the 

upils can volunteer for farming. Accord- 
ng to figures compiled by the department, 
the state is short 328,000 farmers, but the 
federal Department of Agriculture esti- 
mates the shortage at only 250,000. 

Spurred by the universal demand for 
maximum farm crop production, seven 
more counties in this state have organized 
farm bureaus and have had assigned to 
them agricultural experts from State Col- 
lege, who will push scientific agriculture 
within the next week or 10 days. They will 
co-operate with local farm sllcen: and 
county commissioners, and salaries will be 
paid by the college from state and federal 
appropriations. There are now 48 counties 
in this state with representatives of the 
State eps agricultural extension de- 
partment aiding the farmers to solve their 
problems. 

Samuet S. Dantets. 





BALTIMORE 

Battimore, Mp., April 28.—Flour was 
sensationally higher, with wheat. Demand 
was good for both domestic and export 
account, but trading was restricted by 
light offerings. The better grades were 
stronger than the lower qualities, and the 
difference between the two widened con- 
siderably. Quotations were subject to 
market changes, which, owing to the vio- 
lent fluctuations in the grain, rendered 
them practically useless. The nominal ad- 
vance for the week was $1.50 bbl on 
springs, $1.75 on hard winters and $2 on 
soft winters, with the gain ranging less on 
stock below straight. 

Springs were buoyant but inactive. Fan- 
cy short patents at the close were quoted 
nominally at $13.85@14; standard brands, 
$13.50@13.75; long patents, straights and 
cut-straights, $18@13.25; first clears, $12 
@12.25; second clears, $11.30@11.80,— 
98-lb cottons or 140-lb jutes, and 20@30c 
more in wood. Inquiry good, but advance 
too rapid for business. Sales apparently 
confined to moderate purchases of trade 
brands. ‘ 

Soft winters were booming and in ur- 
ent request. Patents closed nominally at 
13.45@ 13.60, wood, 20@30c less in sacks, 

40@45c less in bulk or buyer’s package; 
near-by straights, $12.50@12.75, bulk or 
buyer’s sacks, 10@15c more in cotton or 
jute, 40@45c more in wood. Jobbers and 
exporters were badly in need of straight, 
but the stuff was not around in sufficient 
quantities to satisfy the demand. Other 
grades were scarce and wanted. 

Hard winters soared, and were more 
active. Patents at the close were nominal- 
ly held at $14.30@14.45; straights, $14.05 
@14.20; clears, $12.40@12.65,—98-lb cot- 
tons or 140-lb jutes, or 20@30c more in 
wood. Something was done earlier in the 
week in medium grades at prices showing 
a profit later, but top quality was held too 
high for buyers. 

ee of flour for the week, 49,174 
bbls. 


THE BAKERS’ PROBLEMS 


It was reported the first of the week 
that the striking bakers had effected a 
compromise with the proprietors and re- 
turned to work, but this was later dis- 
proved by the fact that some ay 
strikers were arrested and fined for dis- 
orderly conduct. 

About 32 owners and managers of small 
local bakeries most affected by the strike 
 ! they will close their shops rather than 
submit to the proposed schedule, which 
calls for an 8-hour day, $2@4 per week 
increase in wages and recognition of the 
union. 

A leading baker says the 5c loaf weigh- 
ing 12 ozs will soon be displaced by a 10c 
loaf weighing 26 ozs, but other bakers not 
so “leading” think the talk of doing away 
with the 5c loaf is about as big a Foke as 
its alleged weight. 

It is reliably stated that the lar bak- 
ers of Baltimore have flour enough to last 
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them until August, bought at $4 bbl or. 


more below present prices. 

A —— baker says the question of 
stale bread has settled itself by reason of 
the fact that the demand for bread has 
become so great that none is now left to 
get stale. 

NOTES 

Number of foreign vessels bound for 
Baltimore, 51; number now in port, 63. 

Grain — from here this week were 
1,346,123 bus—729,296 wheat, 332,164 
corn, 224,363 rye and 60,000 barley. 

Receipts of southern wheat from June 
20, 1916, to April 28, 1917, 1,466,715 ju; 
same time last year, 1,611,035. Range of 
prices this week, $2.36@3.08; year ayo, 
98c@$1.16. 

The trade regards it as unfair that ex- 

rt shipments, in addition to enjoying 
ower railroad rates and terminal charyes, 
should be given the right of way over «\o- 
mestic freight. 

Receipts of new southern corn from 
Oct. 21, 1916, to April 28, 1917, 453,336 
bus; corresponding period last year, 27\),- 
686. Range of prices this week, $1.514 
1.7314; last year, 80@85c. 

B. N. Baker, well known to the milling 
trade, is mentioned in connection wit!) a 
proposed $50,000,000 steel manufacturing 
and shipbuilding plant on the Patapsco 
River, opposite Sparrows Point. 

The fact that the Northwest is offering 
to sell flour for next fall shipment at $2.50 
@3 bbl under current rates, or basis price 
of its September wheat, ought to put a 
stop to much of the nonsense that is going 
on in the name of famine and war. 

The Baltimore Dry Docks & Shipbuild- 
ing Co. has received from the Garland 
Steamship Co., of New York, operating 
between yoke and Liverpool, an or- 
der for a steel freighter 340 feet long, 40 
feet beam and 27 feet depth, with a carry- 
ing capacity of 6,200 tons, to be ready for 
service April 1, 1918. 

New high records for cash grain in the 
local market were made this week as fol- 
lows: wheat, No. 2 red western, $3.12; No. 
2 red, $3.08. Corn, contract, $1.69; No. 3 
track yellow, $1.731,; near-by yellow cob, 
bbl, $8. Oats,.standard white, 80@80'/,c; 
No. 3 white, 791,@80c. Rye, No. 2 west- 
ern for éxport, $2.10. 

Cuartes H. Dorsey. 


. ROCHESTER 

Rocuester, N. Y., April 28.—The flour 
output of the Rochester mills this week 
was 15,600 bbls, of which 12,000 were 
spring wheat flour. This represented 77 
per cent of capacity, compared with 
15,500, or 77 per cent, last week, 11,900, 
or 59 per cent, a year ago, and 10,900, or 
54 per cent, two years ago. 

Despite the fact that flour prices ad- 
vanced $1.50@1.75 bbl, there was a good 
demand for all kinds of flour. Millers re- 

rted a rush of small orders and a few 
arge ones. The bulk of the business came 
from retailers, on account of an abnormal 
demand from family consumers. Mills 
were well supplied with directions, every- 
body wanting flour shipped at once. 

Spring patents at one time Saturday 
were quoted $1.75 above the preceding 
week, mills asking $15@15.25, wood, |3os- 
ton, but no business was reported at that 
range. The highest price received from 
the East was $14.65, wood, Boston. City 
prices were advanced $1.50@2 bbl, sills 
obtaining up to $15, wood, for small \ots. 

Spring clears followed patents clo:cly, 
although they were not in urgent demand. 
The week opened with sales at $12.50 13, 
wood, Boston, but when the market rose to 
$14@14.25, business stopped. The sime 
was true uf spring low-grade flour. Sales 
were reported at $8@8.25, jute, Boston. 
Mills are sold ahead on low-grade, ani not 
anxious to offer much. 

Owing to the scarcity of winter w)eat, 
mills were unable to take care of the !:ast. 
They received urgent inquiries from New 
England and New York state buyers. but 
had to turn down most of them. Just 
enough wheat was marketed here to take 
care of the local and near-by trade. Win- 
ter straights were advanced $1.50 bbl, sales 
being made at $13.50@14, wood. Millers 
— as high as $3.03 for winter wheat. 

armers offered practically nothing. 

Rye flour millers were besieged by out- 
side buyers, but had to turn them all 
down. ey did not have the rye, or flour 
to ship, myn: having enough on hand for 
the home trade. There were so many small 
orders received from local and near-by 
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.ystomers that the mills ran full time tak- 
ing care of them. Prices were $1.25 bbl 
higher, — a made at $12.75@13, 
ood, Rochester. . 
“Graham flour soared $1.50@1.75 bbl 
under a Sharp demand. Sales were made 
at $12.50, wood, Rochester. Most of the 
business was in small lots, mills having 
nothing to offer eastern buyers. 

Entire wheat flour was advanced $1.50 
bbl, mills making sales at $14@14.50, 
wood, Rochester. Outside demand was 
moderate, and local inquiry . Sup- 
plies are light, and millers look for a con- 
tinued fair business. : 

There was no difficulty in disposing of 
feed. There was a good demand at firm 
prices. One miller offered an eastern 
buyer three cars of winter bran at $53, 
and the jobber said he would take 10 at 
that price. Spring bran cleaned up at 
17, in 100’s, Boston. Buyers wanted 
prompt shipment. the: 

Sales of spring middlings were made at 
$50, in 100’s,. Boston, while winter mid- 
dlings sold at $49@50, and rye feed at 
$46(0 18, in 100’s, Rochester. Corn-meal 
prices were higher, sales being made at 
$67 @ 68. 

NOTES 

M. F. Bristol, of the J. G. Davis Co., 
was in Washington, D. C., this week. 

Owing to the searcity of winter wheat in 
this section, some ‘of the small mills have 
been forced to shut down. 

F. W. Goldsmith, flour broker, of New 
Haven, visited the Van Vechten mill this 
week. He reported a good flour trade. 

The F. B. Mills Co., Rose Hill, dealer 
in seed, has filed a petition in bankruptcy, 
with debts of $110,000. An inventory, is 
being made to determine the assets. 

Millers offered as high as $3 for winter 
wheat this week. Just 100 years ago 
Rochester mills paid $1.53 bu for winter 
wheat and sold flour at $14.25 bbl. In 
1827, flour sold in Rochester at $5.75 bbl 
and wheat cost Tle bu. 

R. J. Arxrns. 





BOSTON 

Boston, Mass., April 28.—There were 
wide fluctuations in the local flour market 
this week, closing $1.50@1.75 bbl higher 
than a week ago. This resulted in a slack- 
ening in demand, although some business 
was placed in a small way. 

The urgent demand from frightened 
consumers still continues, although not 
quite so heavy as during the early part of 
the week, and this ill-advised buying has 
helped to complicate a situation already 
difficult. Many of the grocers refuse to 
sell more than a 24-Ib sack to a customer, 
while others make one barrel the limit. 

The whole effort of the wholesale trade 
up to the present time has been expended 
in securing enough flour to satisfy imme- 
diate and pressing demands from legiti- 
mate buyers. Some retail stores are now 
absolutely bare of flour, and there are 
many jobbers who have practically noth- 
ing on hand, as have been unable to 
get flour that was bought some time ago 
and which has been a long time on the 
way. 

A little business has been done in a 
small way for mill. shipment, but mostly 
for delivery during the next 30 days. One 
or two contracts were placed for spring 
patents that called for mn into July, 
but a special price was named. Shipping 
directions are filed with all new business, 
buyers not being willing to take long 
chances, as traffic conditions are not yet 
stable enough, 

Spring patents at the close were nomi- 
nally quoted at $14.25@15 bbl, in wood, 
with Kansas hard wheat patents $13.75@ 
15, and soft winter patents $14@15.25. 


BREAD. PRICES TO ADVANCE 


_ On April 30 the leading baking concerns 
in Boston and vicinity will discontinue the 
6c loaf, and 10¢ will be the minimum price 
for bread at retail, 

It is intended to put out for this price 
a loa f which, when baked, will weigh ap- 
proximately 16 ozs, also a loaf weighing 
28 ozs, baked, at lic. The latter will be 
more economical for. both baker and con- 
sumer, 

The retail price of rolls has been ad- 
vanced from 12 and 16¢ per dozen to 15, 16 
and 0c; doughnuts from 12 to 15c, and 
bakers who made large-size doughnuts for 
l6c have advanced them to 20c. 

One of the largest wholesale bakers, C. 
F, Hathaway & Sons, states that condi- 
tions have reached a point where it is no 
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longer possible to turn out the 6c loaf at a 
= The Ferguson bakery, the General 

aking Co. and the Ward Baking Co. are 
all to join in the avance. Jewish. bread 
will remain, for the present at least, at 
12c a loaf, the Jewish master bakers vot- 
ing not to increase the, price. French 
bread, however, is to be advanced with the 
other varieties. 

A meeting of the Master Bakers’ Co- 
operative Association of Greater Boston, 
with a membership of over 700, will be 
held May 1, and the result will probably 
be a general advance on all bakers’ goods. 

* = 


With the removal of Canadian duties on 
wheat, it automatically released 251,000 
bus wheat in loca] elevators, which was in 
bond and destined for shipment abroad. 

Louis W. DePass. 


BUFFALO 

Burrato, N. Y., April 28.—While the 
demand is only fair for shipment later on, 
the mills are confronted with an accumu- 
lation of orders, and it is a that 
the shortage of flour is just beginning to 
develop. 

It is simply impossible to fill the ship- 
ping directions fast enough, everybody 
wanting flour immediately, and there are 
so few cars obtainable that the mills are 
distracted with the urgent appeals to for- 
ward as much as possible. This comes 
mostly from buyers who have sold to the 
small consumer. 

While patents were taken mostly, there 
was a good demand for clears, and low- 
grades could be moved if the railroads 
would furnish the cars. _ 

Local prices for spring wheat patents 
were advanced about $2 bbl, and some 
business was done at the top. There was 





an easy feeling at the close today, with 


_prospects of a falling off in the 
retail demand. 

Winter wheat flour representatives here 
could have sold liberal quantities, but were 
unable to get confirmation of bids. Prices 
were about $2 bbl higher than last week. 
At the close, short patents were quoted at 
$14.60, standard at $14.35, and pastry at 
$13.40, wood, track, Buffalo. 

Rye flour advanced sharply, and there 
was a fair demand for all grades. No. 1 
was quoted at $12, straight at $11.60 and 
blended at $11.30, wood, track, Buffalo. 

Millfeeds are holding up remarkably 
well, considering the high prices reached 
and the season for turning out cattle so 
close at hand. The mills were looking for 
a drop before this, and it is now difficult 
to get buyers interested in shipment at $43 
for bran and $43.50 for middlings. 

ye stuff is picked up as fast as offered, 
in fact every flour buyer would take more 
feed if the mills could futnish it. Car- 
loads would bring higher prices than 
qos if the mills could the cars. 

inter bran was sold quite freely at $46, 
standard middlings at $47 and mixed feed 
at $47, track, Buffalo, but an advance was 
asked later in the week, and nothing could 
be done. 

Corn-meal coarse feed was again ad- 
vanced, and buyers seemed to take it 
quite freely. luten feed was offered 
occasionally, but mostly at higher prices 
than last week, and an advance is looked 
for. Hominy feed scarce and in good de- 


mand. Spot stuff is selling higher than 
quoted. Cottonseed meal sold at $45 
mostly, and all the offerings were taken. 


Oil meal in fair supply and easy. 

Rolled oats firm, with a good demand. 
Oat hulls were offered at $31.50, May and 
June shipment, sacked, track, Buffalo. 

THE OUTPUT 

The output of Buffalo mills for the 
week was 127,400 bbls, representing 76 per 
cent of capacity, pom with 119,500, 
or 72 per cent, last week, 105,900, or 63 per 
cent, a year ago, 119,400, or 87 per cent, in 
1915, 90,700, or 65 per cent, in 1914, and 
51,400, or 37 per cent, in 1913. 

NOTES 

Stocks of wheat here are 340,000 bus, 
compared with 3,654,000 a year ago. 

F. C. Vincent, ‘of the Simonds-Shields 
Grain Co., Kansas City, was on ‘change 
last week. " 

Hudson M. Quigg, who for many years 
conducted a feed, milling and flour busi- 
ness at Oswego, N. Y., died, this week. 

Receipts of grain at this port since the 
ray § of navigation this season are 
3,221, bus, compared with 6,250,000 last 
year. 

Frank Wilson, of Wilson Bros., repre- 


senting the David Stott Flour Mills, Inc., 
Detroit, in this city, leaves for the officers’ 
training camp next week. — 

The cargo of the steamer Ford, the first 
vessel to arrive here this season, 460,000 
bus of wheat, was taken out in 22 hours 
working time. This is considered record 
work, 

Package freight steamers are leaving 
this port for Duluth-Superior, but not 
carrying much cargo. It will be 10 ber 
before anything arrives here from the 
upper lakes. 

Probably 15 freighters are stuck in the 
ice off this port, trying to get through, 
and five grain-laden steamers are in the 
same position. A few Chicago cargoes of 
corn and oats were brought in this week. 
The principal demand is for wheat and 
barley. 

Bill, Bell. & Co., millers. of Ogdensburg, 
N. Y., have received word of the death of 
William Grisenthwaite, eastern represent- 
ative of that firm at Burlington, Vt. He 
was in their employ for 15 years, and was 
one of the best-known travelling men in 
the eastern district. 

The case of Richard S. Patterson, of 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., against the-Corn Ex- 
change of Buffalo, and individual mem- 
bers, to recover $150,000 damages for 
alleged conspiracy to destroy his business, 
was given a new trial here this week and 
was disposed of in a few minutes, the 
court directing a verdict of no cause of 
action in favor of the defendant. 

E. BAnGasseEr. 





PITTSBURGH 

Prirrssurcu, Pa., April 28.—Record- 
breaking prices for flour were reached 
yesterday, when Spring atents were trad- 
ed in at $13.70 bbl, 49-lb paper bags, an 
advance of 75c over last week. Trading 
was moderately active the first of the 
week, but the sharp advances the last few 
days put a sudden stop to buying. Ware- 
house stocks are light, and short of 49-lb 
and 241-lb paper bags, which are the 
grocery packages here. Shipping direc- 
tions on old contracts were excellent, and 
most new orders were for quick shipment. 

Today there is no reliable basis of 
prices, but yesterday springs ranged, for 
pemets, $13.25@13.70 bbl, 49-lb paper 

ags; straights, $13.10@13.35 bbl, cotton. 

Kansas hard winters ranged, for pat- 
ents, $13@13.60 bbl, 49-lb paper bags; 
straights, $12.80@13.40, cotton. 

Near-by soft winters were offered very 
sparingly, and ranged, for straights, 
$11.50@12.25 bbl, bulk, with patents held 
about 30c bbl more. 

There was a slowing up in demand for 
millfeed; all grades were lower, and the 
market weak. Offerings were more liberal 
by mills and western shippers than for 
several months, and the trade here is only 
purchasing for immediate requirements. 

Ear corn continued to advance, due to 
demand being far in excess of receipts. 
Shelled corn was higher, mainly in keeping 
with higher western markets. Ear corn, 
No. 2 yellow, was quoted at $1.69@1.70 
bu; shelled corn, No. 2 yellow, $1.67@ 
1.68. 
The 129 cars of oats which reached here 
this week overstocked the market so that 
quotations were barely realized. No. 2 
white were quoted at 79@791,c. 

Receipts for the week: millfeed, 17 
cars; ear corn, 2; shelled corn, 23; oats, 
129, 

NOTES 


The Speidel Grocery Co., Wheeling, W. 
Va., will discontinue business. 

Jobbers held established Minneapolis 
brands to the grocery trade at $13.50@ 
14.50 bbl, 49-lb paper bags. 

Charles W. Gillespie, from the local 
office of the Washburn-Crosby Co., has 
enlisted in the 18th regiment here. 

Monday, several of the large wholesale 
bakeries will advance the price of the 16- 
oz loaf of bread to 8c, and of the 25-oz 
loaf to 12c. ‘ 

The Cannon Valley Milling Co., Minne- 
apolis, has discontinued its local office in 
the Oliver Building here, and placed its 
account with W. C. Douglas & Co. J. L. 
Gregg, former manager of the office, is 
associated with the new agency. 

Messrs. Cole, Betcher, Gruber, Swaney, 
Johnston, Low and Bremer, composing the 
New Century Club, from the local office 
of George C. Christian & Co., defeated the 
Gold Medal Club, from the local office of 
the Washburn-Crosby Co., at duckpins. 
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The latter club consisted of Messrs. Kil- 
kenny, Baier, Roll, Houston, Lerch, Swin- 
dell and Browarsky. 

W. A. Low. 


NASHVILLE 

Nasuvitte, Tenn., April 28.—The brisk 
demand for flour noted at the mills for 
several weeks came to an abrupt halt this 
week. The consuming trade, which has 
been a large buyer of flour on the appre- 
hension that supplies were about to be 
cleaned up, has about satisfied its require- 
ments, and this is reflected in light de- 
mand from retailers and jobbers. 

Another big factor in the situation is 
the large quantity of flour that is being 
resold. Large brokerage concerns in the 
Southeast which have been. pressed for 
specifications have been selling at $1@ 
1.50 below current market quotations. To 
some extent the same thing is happening 
with smaller jobbers. However, mills are 
receiving sufficient shipping instructions, 
and were it not for the shortage of cars 
would be running full time. 

Prices were demoralized this week. Mills 
hardly had time to confirm business by 
wire until there would be higher prices, 
The advance was about $1.50 bbl. ota- 
tions for soft winter wheat flour, in cotton, 
f.o.b. Ohio River: best patents, $14.25; 
standard or regular patents, $13.75@14, 
mainly $13.75; long patents, 15c under 
standard; low-grades, 30@50c under 
standard. 

Rehandlers were at sea regarding Min- 
nesota and Kansas flour, though they were 
quoting — at the end of the week $1 
to $1.50 higher, with light business. Quo- 
tations: spring wheat patents, jute, 140 
lbs, $13.90; hard winter patents, $13.50. 

Cash wheat -was unsettled, advancing 
heavily, and being quoted at $3@3.15. 
Mills are receiving wheat bought earlier in 
the season, but supplies are Jow. 

Millfeed has been in fair demand at 
strong prices. Quotations: wheat bran, 
100-Ib bags, ton, f.o.b. Ohio River, $42@ 
44; shorts or standard middlings, $45@48. 


STOCKS 


Stocks at Nashville, with comparison, as 
reported through the Grain Exchange: 





April 29 April 22 

Oe WH occcavddvenes 19,700 22,000 

Wee OE sitet vive vee 170,500 202,500 

Gees we ws bn Si oe Cbaw ve 145,000 140,000 

Coes, Te i dies ca vewe eves 177,000 130,000 
OUTPUT 


Nashville and southeastern mills, with a 
capacity of 169,500 bbls, showed an output 
this week of 105,229, or 62 per cent of 
capacity. This compared with 115,035 bbls 
and 69.5 per cent last week, 54.8 the same 
week in 1916, 42.6 in 1915, 51.9 in 1914, 
54.1 in 1913, and 48.9 in 1912. 


NOTES 


Receipts of grain at Nashville this week, 
293 cars. 


C. J. Blair and others announce plans to 
build a 100-bbl flour and grist mill at 
Altavista, Va. 


Milling concerns in the Southeast are 
sending out literature urging farmers to 
increase crops of grain. 


The People’s Store & Supply Co. will 
build a flour mill, with a daily capacity of 
25 bbls, at Marlinton, W. Va. 


The Bowden (Ga.) Feed Mill Co. has 
been organized by H. J. Reaves. and 
others, and will erect a building and in- 
stall a plant for making cattle feed. 


Yates & Donelson, of Memphis, have in- 
creased their capital stock to $160,000. 
The company has mills with a capacity of 
1,000 bbls of flour daily, and an enormous 
output of corn meal. 


J. B. McLemore, secretary of the South- 
eastern Millers’ Association, and Charles 
D. Jones, of the Nashville Grain Ex- 
change, are in Washington to attend a 
conference on transportation. 


The Tennessee department of agricul- 
ture reports the condition of wheat in the 
state as 40 per cent of an average, or 10 
points under the United States report. 
The crop is estimated at 4,500,000 bus, 
against 8,417,000 last year. The depart- 
ment calls attention to the quality of Ten- 
nessee wheat being the best for millin 
produced in the United States. The bul 
of it is handled by Tennessee mills. The 
department forecasts an increase of 20 

er cent in acreage of corn this year in 

ennessee. The production last year was 
87,000,000 bus. There will also be increased 
acreage of other food crops. 


Joun Lerrer. 
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The flour output of the Chicago mills 
for the week ending April 28 was esti- 
mated at 21,500 bbls, or 78 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 23,750, or 91 per 
cent, last week, 20,750, or 72 per cent, in 
1916, and 19,250, or 65 per cent, in 1915. 

Mills here have flour orders which would 
keep them running 24 hours. per day until 
June or July, if it were possible to obtain 
cars and make shipments as desired. There 
are many possibilities to sell more flour, 
but the lack of cars and the uncertainty 
of buyers accepting the flour should there 
be a slump, has made milling extremely 
difficult. illers are studying their cus- 
tomers thoroughly before sales are made. 

A fair amount of flour has been sold in 
Chicago, mostly resales and spot stuff. 
Some of the wholesale grocers and flour 
jobbers have yielded to the temptation to 
take a profit on flour purchased some 
weeks ago, which has reduced their sup- 
plies materially. 

Flour quotations current on Saturday 
were: for spring wheat patents, $13@ 
13.75, jute; southwestern 95 per cent pat- 
ents, $13@13.65; soft wheat patents, 
$13.50@14, jute, Chicago. Rye flour has 
followed other a products, and white 
‘patent is quoted today at $12.10@12.60, 
jute. 

WHEAT AT RECORD PRICES 


The highest prices known for wheat 
futures and cash wheat were made Satur- 
day. No. 2 red was nominally $3.14. A 
5,000-bu lot of old No. 2 hard in the 
Wabash elevator, which was recently con- 
sidered hardly millable, sold at $2.91, or 12 
per cent over the May. This is the pre- 
mium at which the best of the wheat in 
store here sold, compared with the May a 
few weeks ago. 

May advanced to $2.79%,; July toyched 
$2.36, and September $2. The latter is the 
highest at which it has ever sold this time 
of the year. During a squeeze in Septem- 
ber, 1888, ‘the $2 level was reached,. but 
there was no general trade at that price. 
The announcement from Winnipeg that 
no new business would be taken on the 
exchange there a itated a break of 
12@14¥,c in the last hour of trading. 


MORE FAMINE NONSENSE 


Owing largely to the excitement in the 
daily papers over an imaginary famine in 
flour and grain products, many of even 
the poorer people here have made pur- 
chases of five barrels of flour direct from 
the mills. The mills do not sell less than 
this quantity to any customer. There have 
been 50 to 100 calls of this kind daily. Peo- 
ple come to the mills with push carts, or 
any kind of conveyance that will carry five 
barrels. Many of them have been house- 
wives, some of whom have exhibited large 
sums of money, which they had taken from 
the banks, fearing financial troubles. One 
miller is known to have sold to over 50 
people in one day in this way. 

It is pretty well proved today, through 
pap of the wholesale (ey Bee 
and department stores, that flour bookings 
are heavier now than ever before. Minne- 
apolis mill brands advanced at the close of 
the week to $14.20, in wood or cotton, to 
the retail trade, but sales have not been 
retarded to any extent. 

Chicago representatives are often unable 
to supply their trade with the style of 
package wanted. This is not because mills 
are no manufacturing flour in sufficient 
quantity, but owing to the lack of cars. 
This problem is now more severe even than 


when the trouble first arose, so far as ship- 
ments from the Northwest are concerned. 
A representative of one of the mills stated, 
late in the week, that cars are more 





scarce now than during the middle of the 
winter. 
NOTES ~ 
Herman Petersen, of Petersen Bros. & 
Co., wholesale flour merchants and ex- 
rters, is home from California and the 
est. 


Banks in the Chicago Federal Reserve 
district, known as district No. 7, have sub- 
scribed for nearly $20,000,000 of the new 
federal loan. 

The Zacher Milling Co., Du Quoin, IIL, 
has been incorporated, with $10,000 capi- 
tal, by Henry Zacher, A. G. Keith and 
Allen Ozburn. 


The Illinois Grain Dealers’ Association 
will hold its annual convention at Spring- 
field, May 11-12. The Chicago Board of 
Trade will be represented by E. A. Doern, 
F. R. Gulick, S. H. Warner, John H. 
Brooks and O. C. White. 


Red winter wheat is so scarce that at 
one time it was at 41lc premium over May, 
but with an advance to $2.50 for May, the 
premiums were shaded. A car sold Thurs- 
day at 35c premium, or $2.95; on Friday, 
38c premium, and sold at $3.04, 

Purchases of corn in central Illinois 
were made today for 30-day shipment at 
$1.61 for No. 3 white, and $1.55 for No. 3 
yellow, Baltimore doing the buying. Pur- 
chases of standard oats were made here 
for 30-day shipment at May price. 

The trade heard that a large foreign 
order for oatmeal for export was re- 
ceived by the Quaker Oats Co. about the 
middle of the week, but the sales-agent of 
the company says its foreign orders were 
no larger than the regular monthly run. 

Fully 50 per cent of the wheat arrivals 
in Chicago are from the Pacific Coast 
states. Receipts here are light, and stocks 
have been materially reduced. Lake ship- 
ments early in the week were 538,000 bus 
wheat, 3,666,000 bus oats and 1,306,000 bus 
corn. 

The big buying by shorts, especially in 
May, has been largely by eastern specula- 
tors. Hedgers have suffered severe losses, 
and in some instances $1 and over has 
been sustained. Since March 14, May 
wheat has advanced $1.04, July 853¢c and 
September 69c. 

John F. Lalla, president of the John F. 
Lalla Co., whol e rs and flour mer- 
chants, died at his home in Chi Sun- 
day, April 29, aged 60. He was born in 
Bohemia, and came to Chicago in 1872. 
In 1900, he organized the wholesale gro- 
cery house of the John F. Lalla Co. Funer- 
al services will be held on Wednesday. 

The War department has asked for bids 
on 1,400 bbls of flour today, this making 
the third round lot wanted in the past 
month. Bidders, however, are very few, 
as the department, after receiving the 
bids, waits three to four days before mak- 
ing the awards. Millers and jobbers con- 
tend that this is unsatisfactory. 

The J. Rosenbaum Grain Co., Chica 
closed out a trade in wheat in Minnea fis 
on Thursday, that showed a net profit of 
more than $1 bu above the original cost of 
the wheat. There were a few small lots 
closed out here for a local trader by an- 
other house that netted $1.35 bu profit. 
Such things happen only once in a life- 
time. 

The Chicago Board of Trade has taken 
no’ action ee | the placing of re- 
strictions on speculation. All the trade 
leaders, however, are making strenuous 
efforts to curtail business through the call- 
ing of excessive margins, but so far have 
not been successful. The British govern- 
ment is understood to be the largest holder 
of wheat futures here. 

Henry Raymond, of Raymond, Pynchon 
& Ni New York and Gina see 
from business on May 1, after being con- 
nected with that firm since 1895. The firm 
will become & Co. Mr. Ray- 
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mond’s Board of Trade membership has 
been transferred to F. S. Waller, who be- 
comes a member of the new firm. Henry 
Raymond is a Chicago product. 

Among visitors in C this week 
were Benjamin Stockman, of the Duluth- 
Superior Milling “Co. Duluth, Minn; 
nage? G. Randall, of the Midland Milling 
Co., Kansas City, who was here to meet 
F. O. Shane, of Philadelphia; E. R. Mc- 
Donald, of the McDonald Milling Co., 
Atchison, Kansas, and J. Lynch, sales and 
export manager of the Lee-Warren Mill- 
ing Co., Salina, Kansas. 

There is a belief among the largest cash 
handlers here that there is to be a change 
in the distribution of wheat from now on, 
as a result of the removal of the Canadian 
duty and the opening of lake navigation, 
which permit fa paconees re wheat more 
advantageously to the trade in general. 
May wheat on Thursday touched $2.60, 
July $2.254% and September $1.963,. On 
Friday, May reached $2.70, but other 
months failed to reach a new high mark. 


WISCONSIN 


Mitwavkeer, Wis., April 28.—The flour 
production of the Milwaukee mills, with a 
weekly capacity of 12,000 bbls, was 11,000 
this week, representing 92 per cent of 
capacity. Last week, mills with the same 
capacity turned out 12,600, or 105 per 
cent; a year ago, mills with a capacity of 
24,600 turned out 4,500, or 18 per cent. 

Flour prices advanced sharply, showin 
a net gain of $1.60 bbl. Millers report 
good business, for both prompt and de- 

erred shipment. Demand came from all 

sections, and buyers were willing to pay 
prices asked, as stocks were low. Mills 
are operating full time, and will run Sun- 
days if cars can be procured. Shipping 
directions came in freely, and sufficient 
equipment was obtained to load out all 
manufactured. 

Demand for clears was brisk. Millers 
are sold ahead, with plenty of loading 
orders. Prices were quoted at $12.60@ 
12.70, in jute. 

Choice city brands of hard spring wheat 
patent were quoted at $14.10@14.20, in 
wood. 





Rye flour was in good demand, and 
millers are operating full time. Prices 
were quoted at $10.60 for pure, in wood, 
with country blends $9.50@9.70 for dark 
and $10@10.10 for white, in jute. Busi- 
ness with the East and Southwest was 
brisk. 

Jobbers report flour demand in the city 
as only fair. Most bakeries and grocers 
made liberal purchases at lower prices, 
and are well stocked up. 

Kansas straight strong and higher, fol- 
lowing patent, and was quoted at $13.60@ 
13.80, in cotton. There was good buying 
early in the week, but trade fell off later. 

Corn meal in good demand from all sec- 
tions. Millers advanced prices daily, and 
are quoting yellow and white granulated 
meal at $4.03 in 100-lb cotton sacks. Grits 
were in good demand at $4.04 per 100 Ibs. 

Demand for corn flour was brisk. Mill- 

ers were able to sell freely at $4.50 per 
100 Ibs. Considerable is going to export- 
ers for shipment to Cuba. Package trade 
was ; 
Millfeed lower. Bran and standard 
fine middlings were off $2 ton, with offer-_ 
ings more liberal from northwestern coun- 
try mills. Shippers reported offers from 
mills that have been out of the market for 
two months. All were anxious to sell for 
May shipment, and willing to discount 
present prices for last half of May. Ship- 
pers ry sparingly. Transit feed was 
in emand, especially for stuff east 
of Buffalo. Hominy f strong. 

The state trade in millfeed was good 
for quick shipment in mixed cars with 
flour. Most country dealers were skepti- 
cal about contracting for May, and prefer 
to buy only for immediate use. 

Demand for milling wheat was brisk. 
Millers bought all choice offered, although 
stocks here are moderate. Top price for 
No. 1 northern, $2.84. 


NOTES 

The Menasha (Wis.) Wholesale Co., or- 

nized to wholesale flour and feed, is 

uilding a warehouse. T. D. Wheeler is 
manager. 

The Farmers’ Milling Co., Phillips, has 


installed grinding machinery and eq 
ment in its new feed mill, and will Bogie 
operations May 1. 

John S. Wynboom, Little Chute, has 
purchased the elevator of the Marshall & 
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Hammel Grain Co., Appleton, and 
wholesale flour and td ; 

Frank J. McDe superintendent of 
the Updike Grain Co., Milwaukee, operat- 
ing new elevator of the Chicago & 
North Western Railroad Co., was married 
last week to Miss Laura Johnson, of (hi- 
cago. 

H. M. Stratton and he Stolley have 
been appointed delegates by the Milwau- 
kee Chamber of Commerce to the meeting 
of the National Council of Grain |'x- 
chan at Washington, D. C., May 4, to 
consider ways and means of bettering the 
food situation. 

Recent sales of machines made and sid 
by the Prinz & Rau Mfg. Co., Milwaukce, 
were 3 No. 35, 2 No. 36, 3 No. 37, and 3 
No. 39 Perfection dust collectors, for the 
new mill of the Geo. P. Plant Milling (o., 
St. Louis. Sales were also made of 2 No. 
34% Iron Prince scourers and 1 No. 13 
Prinz automatic receiving separator to the 
Red Star Mill & Elevator Co., Wichita, 
Kansas. 


The directors of the Milwaukee Cham- 
ber of Commerce have adopted a resolu- 
tion favoring the increase of 15 per cent 
in freight rates contemplated by the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission, as a 
measure of alleviating the acute conditions 
of traffic existing during the last four or 
five months. Also a resolution pledging 
the support of the Chamber in any action 
which the government may take during the 
existence of the state of war, and offering 
its services in any plan to safeguard and 
control the nation’s supply of foodstu t's, 
The resolutions were te phed to Presi- 
dent Wilson. “f N. Witson. 





CAMP MAY BE WAR COUNCIL 





Meeting in Ozarks Likely te Turn into a 
Council of Millers for Discussion of War 
Problems—Plans Near Completion 


A. P. Husband, secretary of the Millers’ 
National Federation, returned to Chicago 
Monday after spending a week at Hol- 
lister, Mo., completing plans for the ac- 
commodation of the millers who will at- 
tend the camp meeting to be held there 
May 28 to June 2. On his return journey 
he stopped at St. Louis for a conference 
with Samuel Plant, president of the Fed- 
eration. 

During his Hollister visit Mr. Husband 
closed practically all pending matters 
relative to the housing and feeding of the 
visiting millers. At both camp grounds 
to be used by the millers much work has 
been done in the past few weeks to extend 
the facilities. At the “hill camp” a num- 
ber of new cottages have been built, and 
others are under way and will be com- 
pleted in time. The same is true at the 
Y. M. C, A. camp, where extensive equip- 
ment is being added. Considerable exien- 
sions have been made to the dining accom- 
modations at both camps. 

A third group of cottages, on Taney- 
como Hill, were placed at the disposal of 
the Federation in case the number of 
visitors exceeds that contemplated. ‘he 
new quarters will accommodate about 100, 
tn a delightful location overlooking the 
river, lake and hill country for miles in 
several directions. The camp is owne:! in 
connection with the partly completed 
Taneycomo Club. 

Two or three millers have suggested the 
postponement .of the camp meeting )e- 
cause of the disturbed trade and general 
business conditions on account of the war. 
It is believed, however, that, while this 
disturbance is real and to be well «on- 
sidered, it is very much more than o/!set 
by the great value to be gained from a 
serious conference of millers just at this 
time. 

All millers are more or less in the dark 
regarding their future course, and {o 4 
great degree puzzled as to how the trade 
and they themselves individually will 1cet 
the prospective new conditions as they 
arise. On this account it is felt that a sort 
of “war council” is particularly needed 
just at this time, and that there could be 
no better place to hold such a conference 
than away from the disturbing influences 
which — surround a meeting hel: at 

central city. 
ne — the Federation will sung 
s ublicity cam in an effort to 
get the whole Loutey tae resented at 
the Hollister meeting, so that the entire 
war situation, its effects upon the indus- 
try and how the industry shall meet it, can 
be threshed out. . 
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AN ABSURD SITUATION 


Opinion in the trade of Canada holds 
that something should be done to stop the 
present perfectly absurd panic in the 
wheat markets of this continent. Nobody 
believes that such outrageous prices as 
were reached this week are justified. The 
visible supply of wheat is fixed and its 
amount is known, there is plenty for all 
normal requirements, and nobody need 
fear that his legitimate wants will not be 
supplied as they arise. f 

Rumors of government action are flying 
about the Canadian ‘trade today, and pos- 
sibly something will come of this, but it is 
suspected that, like the trade itself, the 
government does not know a sure remedy. 
Most trade opinion favors an immediate 
closing of blackboards and suppression of 
all speculative trading in the United 
States and Canada. This would require 
joint action, but is not impossible. The 
Canadian government has autocratic pow- 
er under the parliamentary war measures 
act of 1914, and no doubt the United 
States government is equally well forti- 
fied with authority. 





THE FLOUR SITUATION 


Flour prices gained another $1.20 bbl 
this week. Millers are selling the usual 
quantities in domestic markets and, be- 
sides, have had some business from the 
United States, Newfoundland and the 
British West Indies. Transatlantic mar- 
kets are closed to all but government busi- 
ness. Most Canadian mills have had fare- 
well cables from their British connections, 
bidding them au revoir and expressing the 
opinion that the war cannot last forever. 

Today’s local Ontario price for first 
patent Manitoba spring wheat flour in 
mixed cars delivered : is $13.80 bbl, in bags; 
second patents, $13.30; first clears, $13.10; 
winter and spring blends, $13.70; 90 per 
cent winters, $13.20. 


MILLFEED 


Millfeed is higher, under good demand 
and limited supplies. United States buy- 
ers are now operating in Ontario, and 
picking up the surplus over local require- 
ments. Bran is $1 higher, at $43 ton; 
shorts $2 higher, at $46; middlings $8 
higher, at $51; feed flour $60@62 ton,—all 
in bags, delivered Ontario points. 


WINTER WHEAT 


Ontario winter wheat gained 32c bu 
during the week. Deliveries at country 
points were small, and it is believed that 
stocks in farmers’ hands are unusually 
light. Car lots of soft winter wheat ‘are 
now worth $2.74@2.76 bu, on track, coun- 
try points, while farmers are getting about 
$2.65 for wagonloads at mill doors. 


OATMEAL 


Demand for rolled oats and oatmeal far 
exceeds the capacity of mills, and every 
plant in use is sold ‘well into the last half 
of the year. Domestic prices are 10c high- 
er than a week . Rolled oats, 90-lb 
bags, mixed-car lots, Ontario points, $4.35; 
oatmeal, in 98-Ib bags, $4.80. 

Oat hulls are dearer at $31 ton, in bags, 
delivered, Ontario points. 


COARSE GRAINS 


Oats and corn are again higher in On- 
tario markets. All offerings of coarse 


grains are readily absorbed. Ontario No. 
? white oats are worth 76@78c bu, in cars, 
Country points; malting barley, $1.35@ 


137; rye, $1.88@1.90; American - corn, 






$1.63; No. 2 Canadian western oats (all- 
rail), 85c. 


TRADING WITH UNITED STATES 


There is a growing amount of communi- 
cation between Canadian mills and United 
States buyers, looking to present and fu- 
ture business in flour. Some trading in 
Ontario winter flours was done during the 
week, and millers say they got better than 
home prices for their goods. Millfeed was 
also in demand, but this province has little 
to sell. No doubt the advent of new crops 
and easier transportation conditions will 
witness a swelling volume of trade across 
the line. 


ONTARIO MILLERS MEET 


A special meeting of the winter wheat 
millers of Ontario was held on Tuesda: 
afternoon in Toronto. About 75 attended. 
The business comprised a resolution re- 
garding the removal of duties on wheat 
and flour, a resolution urging the govern- 
ment to take over all Canadian shipping 
now under construction, together with the 
shipyards, and the organization of a syn- 
dicate for handling Ontario flour. 

The free wheat and flour resolution ex- 
pressed the opinion that the recent order- 
in-council should be regarded and accept- 
ed as a temporary measure only. This was 
voted down, with the understanding that it 
is to come up again at the annual meeting 
in July. 

The ships resolution was adopted. 

The decision of the meeting with respect 
to the flour-handling company was that 
this should be proceeded with, and a char- 
ter is to be applied for immediately. The 
idea is to form a company, composed of 
Ontario millers, which will handle the sur- 
plus production of the mémbers in an 
economical way, and thus eliminate much 
of the waste of present individual methods. 


CANADIAN WHEAT STOCKS 


The government of Canada has issued a 
statement showing the stocks of wheat and 
other grains on hand in this country on 
March 31. Of wheat and flour there were 
126,000,000 bus, compared with 197,000,000 
one year and 79,000,000 two years ago. Of 
this total, 45,638,000 bus remain in farm- 
ers’ hands. Fifteen per cent of the total 
production of 1916 was unmerchantable, 
an unusually high amount. Of oats the 
total on hand this year at date given was 
184,000,000 bus, of which 137,000,000 were 
in farmers’ hands. 


NOTES 


Spring seeding is rather behind in On- 
tario. The weather is backward, and the 
land in poor shape. 

F. C. Thompson, marine insurance and 
ocean freights, Toronto, returned on 
Thursday from a trip to the leading ports 
on the Atlantic seaboard. 

Bread is lc a loaf dearer at most On- 
tario points. Today’s price for the 24-02 
loaf is 9c, delivered to consumer. One 
large Toronto baker is still selling this 
loaf at 8c. 


The new 500-bbl mill at Streetsville, 
Ont., now under construction, is to 
operated as the Toronto Milling: Co., Ltd. 
Its offices will be in Toronto, A charter is 
being obtained. L. Merrill is manager. 


The abolition of United States duties 
has been beneficial to farmers and winter 
wheat millers of Ontario. It is believed 
that considerable wheat has been sold to 
go across the line, and there has been a 
good deal of trading in flour as well. 

On April 26, grain dealers were sur- 
prised at a notice of embargo issued by the 
Canadian Pacific Railway on all grain 
shipments billed to any of the company’s 
points east of Chalk River and Smith 
Falls, Ont., for inspection, for orders or 
reconsignment.. Grain merchants say that 
everybody in the grain trade will be af- 





fected by such an embargo, and the opin- 
ion was expressed that, if it remained 
in effect for any length of time, it would 
probably result in an increase in the cost 
of grain. 





WESTERN CANADA 

Wrixnirec, Man., April 28.—Further 
changes in flour prices have marked the 
week. On Wednesday, following a big 
advance in wheat, ers reported a rise 
of 60c, and on Friday one of 50c. This 
makes a total advance of $8 bbl in this 
market since the outbreak of war. 

The high prices accounted for a falling 
off of business, there being a general dis- 
inclination to buy ahead, with the market 
in its present condition. Export business 
is at a standstill, with the exception of 
government orders, and domestic demand 
is quiet. 

e big mills today are asking for top 
patents $13.30 bbl, seconds $12.80, and first 
clears $11.90, net, in 98-lb bags, delivered 
to the retail trade in mixed-car lots at 
Manitoba points. 

Millfeeds have been in excellent demand 
throughout the week at considerably high- 
er prices. Today’s net prices to Manitoba 
points, in 100-lb sacks, straight- or mixed- 
car lots, per ton: bran, $38; shorts, $41; 
special middlings, $48; red dog or feed 
flour, $54; oil cake, $47. 

Demand for rolled oats and oatmeal 
continues exceptionally heavy. Prices have 
advanced, Today’s price for rolled oats at 
country points is $3.70 per 80-lb bag, de- 
livered; granulated oatmeal, $4.70 per 98- 
lb bag. 

THE GRAIN MARKETS 


Big advances characterized the wheat 
market this week. Buyers were holdin 
off, and the volume of business was small. 
An advance of more than 16c on Saturday 
morning culminated in an announcement 
by officials of the Grain Exchange to the 
effect that speculators would henceforth 
be barred from trading privileges, and 
that no trading in any future grain could 
be executed in the pit until such trades 
had been submitted and passed by a com- 
mittee of censorship which has been 
formed for that purpose. By this step it 
is hoped to restrict all transactions to 
legitimate trading, and put a stop to the 
manipulation of the market by specula- 
tors. 

Closing price, in cents per bushel, on 
each day of the week: 


w——Cash——__, --Futures—, 
in 2n 3n May July 


April 23..... 239% 234% 229% 237% 230 
April 24..... 248 243% 238% 246% 237% 
April 25 ..... 260% 255% 250% 258% 247% 
April 26 ..... 257 252 247 265% 244 
April 27..... 270% 265% 260% 268% 255 
April 28 ..... 269% 264% 259% 267% 247% 


All prices are on the basis of delivery in 
store at Fort William and Port Arthur. 


Demand for cash oats has been excel- 
lent, prices advancing in line with wheat. 
On Saturday, No. 2 Canadian western 
closed at 7414c bu. Cash barley closed at 
$1.25 bu, Fort William, an advance of 5c 
for the week. Cash flaxseed closed at 
$3.061,, bu, Fort William. 


NOTES 


A. Forsythe & Co., High Bluff, Man., 
are building a 100,000-bu elevator at Port- 
age la Prairie. 


A farmer near Brandon, Man., this 
week sold 8,000 bus last year’s wheat at 
$2.32 bu, establishing a record for the 
district. 


The National €o.’s elevator at Vulcan, 
Alta., burned April 22. Some 50,000 bus 
wheat were destroyed, and damage is 
placed at $120,000. 


In order to meet the heavy demand for 
rolled oats, one of the largest of the 
western oatmeal mills has been obliged for 
the time being to cease putting up its 
product in packages, and to sell in bulk. 





The anticipated increase in the cost of 
bread, following this week’s flour ad- 
vances, has not yet materialized. Reports 
from some of the large western cities an- 
nounce this to be imminent. j 
G. Rock. 





MONTREAL 

Montreat, Que., April 28.—The fea- 
ture of the week in flour was the advance 
in price of spring wheat grades of $1.20 
bbl, This created some local speculative 
buying, and early in the week a sale of 
20 carloads of strong clears was made at 
$12.05 in bags, ex-track, of which part 
was turned over later at a handsome 
profit. 

Apart from this, the volume of new 
business was comparatively small, as do- 
mestic and country buyers have fair 
stocks on hand and millers are not dis- 
posed to book for future delivery. Mill- 
ers are busy completing old contracts and 
making shipments to country points. The 
market closed strong, with first patents 
quoted at $13.90, seconds at’ $13.40, and 
strong clears at $13.20, in bags, and 30c 
more in wood, in mixed-car tots, delivered 
to the trade. 

A strong feeling prevailed for winter 
wheat flour, and prices advanced $1 bbl. 
Demand somewhat limited, and principal- 
ly for small lots. Sales of 90 per cent 
patents were made at $12.80@13.10, in 
wood, delivered to the trade. Dealers say 
that stocks on spot are small and offer- 
ings from Ontario millers light. 

On account of the big advance in corn, 
the local market for corn flour ruled 
strong, and prices advanced $2.50, to 
$10.50 bbl, in bags. 

Owing to the scarcity of rye flour on 
spot and the limited supplies available 
from Ontario millers, the market is strong 
at an advance of $1.30@1.80, with sales of 
small lots at $11.30 bbl, in bags, 

A strong feeling prevailed for millfeed, 
and prices advanced $3 ton. Demand for 
bran and shorts for shipment to the 
States has been good, but millers found 
it difficult to get cars. Sales of car lots 
of bran to near-by United States points 
were made as high as $45 ton. The do- 
mestic trade continues fairly good, and 
the market is active, with sales of bran in 
mixed-car lots at $43, shorts at $46, and 
middlings at $48@50 ton, including bags, 
delivered to the trade. Flour middlings 
sold as high as $58. 

There was no change in rolled oats, 
but prices are firmly maintained. There 
is a good demand, with sales 6f standard 
grades in broken lots at $8.25@8.50. bbl, 
in wood, and at $4@4.25 per 90-lb bag, 
delivered to the trade. 

A steady business was. done in all 
grades of Manitoba spring wheat for ex- 
port and local milling account. Demand - 
for Manitoba feed wheat is fair, and 
prices are 5c bu higher, with sales of 
car lots at $1.50 bu, ex-store. 

Trade in American corn has been fairly 
good. A sale of a cargo of 50,000 bus 
No. 3 mixed was made at $1.47 bu, f.o.b. 
vessel, Chicago. Sales of No. 3 yellow in 
car lots on spot were made at $1.55@1.60, 
ex-store, and $1.63 was paid for 10,000 
bus for shipment from Chicago. 

Oats have ruled strong, and prices are 
3c bu higher than a week ago. A sale of 
100,000 bus was made to the government, 
and car lots of Canadian western extra 
No. 1 feed sold on spot at 861c bu, ex- 
store, the highest price recorded here. 

* * 

On account of the advance in prices 
for spring wheat flour this month, bread 
prices have been marked up Ic per loaf, 
and 1%,-lb loaves are now selling in Mont- 
real at 12c. 

Tuomas S. Barx. 
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CHICAGO, APRIL 28 
FLOUR—Prices, carload and round lots, 
f.o.b. Chicago: 


SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 


Leading Minneapolis brands, % 
sacks or wood, per 196 Ibs, less 
usual discounts for cash to re- 
tail merchants 

Spring patent, jute 

Spring straights, jute 

Spring clears, jute 

Second clear, 140 Ibs, jute 

Red dog, 140 lbs, jute 

City mills’ spring patents, jute.. 13. 00@13. 50 


WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 
Patent, southern, jute $12.75 @13.75 


Straight, southern, jute 11.50@12.25 
Clear, southern, jute 10.00@10.50 


HARD WINTER FLOUR 


First patent, Kansas, jute $13.25 @13.90 

Patent, 95 per cent 12.560@13.00 

Clear, Kansas, jute 10.75 @11.50 
RYE FLOUR 

Rye flour, white, jute $11.50@12.00 

Rye flour, standard, jute 10.00@10.75 

MILLFEED—Values applying to mill offal 
are more steady than flour of any grade. 
All quotations, however, are subject to im- 
mediate acceptance by mills. Spring wheat 
bran is quoted at $40.50, middlings $41.50; 
winter wheat bran $41.50, middlings $48.50; 
red dog, $49.50,—in 100-lb sacks. 

WHEAT—Market excited, with light of- 
ferings and prices 9@i2c higher. No. 2 red, 
on track, 30@35c over May; No. 3 red, 20@ 
30c over May; No. 2 hard, 15@18c over May; 
Turkey variety, 30@33c over May. Sample 
grade hard, 60c@$1 under May; new No. 2 
hard and No. 2 red, 10 days’ shipment, 12c 
over May, on track; No. 1 northern spring, 
12@16c over May. 

RYE—Prices advanced to a new record, 
$2.04 for No. 2 and $2 for No. 3. 
close, No. 2 was $2. 

CORN GOODS—tTrade active; prices sharp- 
ly higher. Grits $3.94, meal $3.93, per 100 Ibs. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


Receipts and shipments of flour and grain 
for the week, with comparisons (000’s omit- 
ted): 


$13.70@14.20 


11. 40@12. 00 


--Receipts— --Shipments—, 

1917 1916 1917 1916 
Flour, bbls 6 154 208 201 
Wheat, bus.... 1,631 1,556 1,824 
Corn, bus g 1,299 2,321 1,014 
Oats, 3,455 6,813 3,192 
Rye, 63 78 64 
Barley, bus.... 356 144 254 





KANSAS CITY, APRIL 28 


FLOUR—Quotations on hard winter wheat 
flour, basis jute 140’s or cotton 98's, f.0.b. 
Kansas City, prompt shipment: 

Patent... .$13.50@14.00 ist clear.$11.75@13.00 
Straight. 12.75@13.50 Low-gr.. 9.50@11.00 

Federation differentials govern other pack- 
ages. 

For central states and “cotton sack” trade, 
mills quote $13.50@14.25 bbl for first patents, 
cotton 48's, arrival draft. 

On round lots, interior mills quote $12.25@ 
13.25 for 95 per cent or straight flour, f.o.b. 
Kansas City, jute. 

“Patent” usually means from 65 to 80 per 
cent; “straight,” 100 per cent; “straight pat- 
ent,” 95 per cent. 


MILLFEED—Contrary to the course of al- 
most every other mill product, the market 
for bran and heavy feeds is rather quiet and 
steady. This is interpreted as an echo of 
the greening up of pasturage and the reduced 
use of feeds. Prices are steady on all prod- 
ucts. Quotations,- basis Kansas City, per 
100-lb sacks: bran, $1.95@2; brown shorts, 
$2.08@2.10; gray, $2.20@2.25; white, $2.30@ 
2.40; corn chop, $2.95. 

WHEAT—The cash market was exceed- 
ingly erratic, in sympathy with futures, with 
a gross advance to the highest point of about 
50c bu. Later the market settled back, and 
the net advance for the week is about 35c. 
Demand was much reduced at the high lev- 
els. Cash prices: hard wheat, No. 2, fair to 
choice Turkey, $3.05@3.15; dark and ordi- 
nary, $2.96@3.14; No. 3, fair to choice Tur- 
key, $3.03@3.13; dark and ordinary, $2.93@ 
3.10; No. 4, fair to choice Turkey, $2.95@ 
3.08; dark and ordinary, $2.83@2.96; soft 
wheat, No. 2, $3.05@3.15; No. 3, $2.95@3.10; 
No. 4, $2.85 @3. 

CORN—In sympathy with very much high- 
er futures, white corn sold 10@13c higher. 
Demand for mixed was less pressing, and the 
market was only up 7@8c. Cash prices: 
mixed corn, No. 2, $1.55@1.56%; No. 3, $1.54 
@1.55; white corn, No. 2, $1.68@1.72; No. 3, 
$1.66 @1.69. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

-~Receipts— -Shipments—, 

1917 1916 1917 1916 
Wheat, bus.650,700 1,050,300 884,250 1,071,900 
Corn, bus...410,000 651,250 225,000 740,000 
Oats, bus. ..207,400 40,800 299,500 51,000 
Rye, bus.... 2,200 5,500 5,500 2,200 
Barley, bus. 7,000 32,200 5,600 42,000 
Bran, tons.. 760 300 3,480 2,880 
Hay, tons... 6,204 6,096 2,712 1,872 
Flour, bbis.. 7,750 7,000 64,000 44,250 


At the’ 


PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 28 


FLOUR—Receipts, 4,505 bbls and 6,777,740 
lbs in sacks. Quotations, 196 lbs in wood: 
Spring favorite brands $14.25 @15.00 
Spring patent 13.50@14.00 
Spring first clear ... 12.25 @12.75 
City mills— 

Choice and fancy patent 

Regular grades, winter— 

Straight 
Patent 
Winter-straight 
Kansas patent 
Kansas straight 13.00@13.50 
Kansas first clear 12.50 @13.00 

MILLFEED—Spot stuff in small supply 
and steady. Feed to arrive, lower under a 
slow demand. ‘Quotations, per ton: 

Soft winter bran, 100-lb sacks. .$47.00@47.50 
Western to arrive, in bulk...... 43.50@44.50 
Spring bran, 100-lb sacks— 

Spot 45.50 @46.50 

To arrive, lake-and-rail 42.50 @ 43.50 
White middlings, to arrive, 100- 

47.00 @ 48.00 


Ib sacks 
Standard middlings, to arrive, 

100-lb sacks 43.50@ 44.50 
Red dog, to arrive, 140-lb sacks 48.50@49.50 
Shorts, to arrive, 100-lb sacks... 43.50@44.50 
Mixed feed, to arrive, 100-lb sks 44.50@45.50 

WHEAT—Export demand good and mar- 
ket sharply advanced, closing at net gain of 
35c. Offerings light. Receipts, 785,025 bus; 
exports, 657,450; stock, 2,069,599. Closing 
prices, bu: 


CAR LOTS, IN EXPORT ELEVATOR 


No. 2 red, spot 
No. 2 southern red 
Steamer No. 2 red 
No. 3 red 
Rejected A 
Rejected B 

RYE—Firm and bc higher enaer eunall 
supplies and a fair demand, Quotations: 
No. 2 western in export elevator, $2@2.05 
bu; small lots of near-by rye, in bags, $1.60 
@1.70. 

RYE FLOUR—Scarce and higher. Quota- 
tions: $10.25@11.25 per 196 Ibs, either in 
wood or sacks, 

CORN—Offerings light and market firm 
and 5c higher, but trade quiet. Receipts, 
134,306 bus; exports, 31,559; stock, 165,561. 
Closing prices, per bu: 


CAR LOTS FOR LOCAL TRADE 


Western No. 3 yellow $1.69@1.70 
Western No. 4 yellow 
Western No. 5 yellow 
Southern No. 3 yellow x ‘68 @1. 70 
CORN PRODUCTS—Further advanced in 
sympathy with raw material, a light 
and demand fair. meets 100-1b 
bis sacks 
Kiln-dried yellow meal.$7. seer, 85 oe 80@3.85 
Granulated yellow meal 7.95@8.00 3.90@3.95 
Granulated white meal. 8.20@8.30 4.05@4.10 
Yellow table meal 3.80 @3.85 
White table meal 4.00 @4.10 
White corn fiour 4.50@4.60 
Yellow corn flour 4.30@4.35 
Pearl hominy 4. va" 10 
Hominy and grits, case 2. 60@2. TS isco @ ue 
OATS—Market firm, and further edvaneet 
8c under light offerings. Trade quiet. Re- 
ceipts, 194,701 bus; stock, 277,120. Quota- 
tions: 


No. 2 white 
Standard white’ 
No. 3 white 
No. 4 white 

OATMEAL—Again higher, under scarcity. 
‘Quotations: ground, per 200 lbs, wood, $10.07; 
patent, cut, per 200 Ibs, wood, $10.07@11.50; 
rolled, steam and kiln-dried, per 180 ibs, in 
wood, $8.95@9.20; pearl barley, in 100-lb 
sacks, $5.25 @6.95. 


14.25 @15.00 


13.25 @13.50 
13.50 @13.75 
13.00@13.50 
13.50@14.00 





MILWAUKEE, APRIL 28 


FLOUR—Wholesale prices, car lots, per 
bbl, f.0.b. Milwaukee: 


Hard spring patent, wood 
Hard spring straight, wood 
Fancy clear, jute 
Rye flour, pure, wood 
Rye flour, country blended, jute. 
Kansas straight, cotton 
Kiln-dried granulated 

corn meal, 100 lbs, cotton -@ 4,05 
Kiln-dried granulated yellow 

corn meal, 100 Ibs, cotton -@ 4.06 

MILLFEED—Lower. Standard bran, $39; 
standard fine middlings, $40.50@41; rye 
feed, $40; flour middlings, $45@46; red dog, 
$47; hominy feed, $54; brewers’ dried grains, 
$40,—all in 100-lb sacks. Demand fair. 

WHEAT—Advanced 35@40c, with demand 
good for choice milling. All milling wheat 
wag readily picked up by millers. Shippers 
bought lower grades, and offerings were well 
taken of. Receipts, 223 cars. No. 1 north- 
ern, $2.48@2.90; No. 2, $2.42@2.85; No. 3, 
$1.95@2.70; No. 2 red, $2.59@3; No. 3 red, 
$2.51@2.94; No. 2 hard, $2.49@2.84. 

No. 1 nor No. 2nor No. 3 nor 

Monday . 248@252 242@247 195 @235 
Tuesday ... 254@267 250@254 195@240 
Wednesday. 264@269 260@265 200@250 
Thursday .. 268@273 263@269 210@255 
Friday - 281@294 274@281 225 @266 
Saturday .. 285@290 278 @ 285 230@270 

BARLEY—Advanced 8@10c, with demand 
good from maltsters and shippers for choice. 
Shippers bought medium and low, and offer- 
ings were absorbed. Receipts, 171 cars. Me- 


$14,20@14.30 
13.45 @13.55 
13.00@13.20 
10.70@10.80 
9.70@10.30 
13.60@13.80 


dium, $1.51@1.64; No. 3, $1.51@1.64; No, 4, 
$1.45 @1.63; feed and rejected, $1.20@1.50. 

RYE—Advanced 8@4c, with millers and 
shippers buying all offered. Receipts, 14 
cars. Distillers were in the market at times. 
No. 1, $1.97@2.02; No. 2, $1.96@2.02; No. 3, 
$1.90 @2. 

CORN—Advanced i10c, with demand good 
from all sources. The local trade paid top 
prices for yellow, while millers took all offer- 
ings of white. Receipts, 82 cars. No. 3 yel- 
low, $1.47@1.61; No. 4 yellow, $1.46@1.60; 
No. 8 mixed, $1.46@1.61; No. 3 white, $1.49% 
@1.63 

OATS—Advanced 7@8c, with demand 
good. Receipts, 178 cars. Local trade 
bought freely of choice heavy, while shippers 
took all grades. Standard, 69% @T77c; No. 3 
white, 68% @76%c; No. 4 white, 67% @76c. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
Or mage es a aaa oP 
1917 917 1916 
16,500 23, $60 re 840 
Wheat, bus.. 282,500 89,425 376,196 
Corn, bus.... 96,480 105,860 754,418 
Oats, bus.... 325,800 736,960 737,375 
Barley, bus.. 245,050 243,820 26,100 
Rye, bus,.... 15,405 68,440 46,215 
Feed, tons... 200 1,970 3,887 


TOLEDO, APRIL 28 


FLOUR—Quotations, carload and round 
lots, f.0.b. Toledo, wood basis, bbl of 196 lbs: 


SPRING WHEAT FLOUR (IN COTTON) 
Patent, Toledo-made 
SOFT WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 
Patent $14.30@14.60 
Straight 14,20@14.50 
13.70@14.00 
MILLFEED—Car lots, in 100-lb sacks, per 
ton, f.0.b. Toledo: 
Winter wheat bran 
Mixed feed 
Middlings 
Oil meal, in 100-lb bags 
Crushed flaxseed, 100-lb bag 
WHEAT—Closing prices No. 2 red: 
Cash May July 
Monday 5 $2.62 $2.04 
Tuesday .71 2.71 2.11% 
Wednesday ... 2. 2.83 2.21 
Thursday .. 
Friday 4 . 1.98% 
Saturday i 3.04 2.32% 1.97 
Receipts this week 20 cars, 11 contract; 
year ago 26, 14 contract. 
CORN—Receipts 36 cars, 32 contract; year 
ago 24, 6 contract. 
OATS—Receipts 28 cars, 15 contract; year 
ago 31, none contract. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
--Receipts— -Shipments— 
1917 1916 1917 1916 

22,800 25,500 104,700 70,800 

42,600 27,000 30,200 77,600 

44,800 47,200 41,800 58,500 


Flour, bbls... 





Wheat, bus.. 
Corn, bus.... 
Oats, bus.... 


NEW YORK, APRIL 28 
FLOUR — Largely nominal. Quotations, 
car lots: Jute sacks Wood 
Spring patent ....$13.00@13.40 $13.25@13.65 
Spring first clears. 12.00@13.40 12.25@12.65 
Spring low-grades. 9.00@10.50 .....@..... 
Winter patent .... 13.00@13.45 13.30@13.65 
Winter straights... 12.50@12.85 12.75@13.10 
Winter low-grades. 10.00@10.75 .....@..... 
Kansas straights.. 13.00@13.60 .....@..... 


EXPORTS FROM NEW YORK 

Flour exports, as reported, 150,683 pack- 
ages; wheat, 2,500,000 bus. 

WHEAT—It has been almost impossible to 
get quotations on any grades. Nominal 
prices have been quoted at 65@70c over Chi- 
cago July for Guif wheat. Canadian prices 
were also nominal. Red wheat was not quot- 
ed, as there is none offering. Each trade 
seemed to be the result of a special negotia- 
tion, and it was difficult to fix figures for the 
transactions. The English buyers were re- 
ported as refusing to follow the advance. 
Neutral buyers were unable to operate, so 
that quotations based on export busi 





$47.40, 100-lb ‘sacks $48; flour middlings, 
100’s, $53; red dog flour, $54, in bbls, 

CORN MEAL-—Firm, influenced by the aq- 
vance in cash corn, but the volume of busi- 
ness is small. Quotations at the close: kj); 
dried, export, bbl $7.50@7.80; fine yellow, 
100’s, $3.60@3.80; white, 100’s, $3.60@3.s 
coarse, 100’s, $3. 60@3. 80; hominy, bbl, s; 
granulated yellow, $8.50 bbl; white granu- 
lated, $8.65 bbl; corn flour, 100’s, $4@4.15. 


ST. LOUIS, APRIL 28 


FLOUR — Following are nominal quota- 
tions, carload and round lots, f.o.b. St. Louis: 
HARD WINTER FLOUR 

Quotations per 196 Ibs, in 140-Ib pete bags: 
Fancy patent 3.5 
Straight . 2.75 
First clear 11.25@ 11.6 
Second clear 10.25 @10. 
Low-grade 9.00@ 9.5 

SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 

First patent, in cotton $13.10@13.6 
Second patent, in cotton . + 12.50@12.60 
Extra fancy, in jute 11.40@11.70 
Second clear 10.80@11.00 
Low-grade 9.25@ 9.75 
PACIFIC COAST SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 
Fancy patent $13.00@13.40 
Straight . 12.40@12.60 

11.30@11.60 

MILLFEED—Quotations in 100-lb bags, 
basis East St. Louis: for shipment, soft wheat 
bran, $2.08; hard wheat bran, $2.05; mid- 
dlings, $2.30@2.40. At mills to city trade: 
bran, $2.05@2.10; middlings, $2.35 @2.45. 

WHEAT—Good demand at 30@85c higher 
on both hard and soft. Receipts 410 cars, 
against 369. Closing prices: No. 3 red, $2.88: 
No. 4 red, $2.80; No. 2 hard, $2.95; No. 3 
hard, $2.90; No. 4 hard, $2.76@2.83. 

CORN—Demand good, with prices 10@i2c 
higher. Receipts 372 cars, against 329. Clos- 
ing prices: No. 2 yellow, $1.60; No. 3 yellow, 
$1.55; No, 2 white, $1.66% @1.68; No. 3 white, 
$1.67. 

CORN GOODS—City meal, $7.15 bbl, f.o.b. 
in wood; grits, hominy and pearl meal, $7.65. 

OATS—Demand fair to good, and 21%.@ 
3%c higher. Receipts 275 cars, against 256. 
Closing prices: standard, 74c; No. 3 white, 
73 @T4ec. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
c-Receipts—, -—Shipments— 
1917 1917 1916 

70,240 96,050 84,380 

783,700 722,270 615,417 

Corn, bus.... 605,800 525,230 305,650 644,450 

Oats, bus.... 618,800 196,350 705,700 277,100 

Rye, . 30,180 13,200 

Barley, bus.. 4,710 11,200 

STOCKS BY PRINCIPAL GRADES (BUS) 

April 28 April 21 April 29 

. 191 1917 1916 

No. 2 red wheat... 67,993 103,496 117,169 

No, 2 hard wheat.. 239,659 272,830 609,581 
. 2 corn 5,661 7,892 83,122 
. 2 white corn... 12,591 33,758 83,449 
. 2 yellow corn.. 22,646 24,868 
. 2 oats 154 9,869 
. 2 white oats... 7,362 = ...... 
. 3 white oats... 68,979 296,370 

Standard oats 43,830 5,080 

No. 2 rye 3,433 3,500 


BUFFALO, APRIL 28 
FLOUR—Prices per bbl, wood, carloads: 
eis 
Best patent 3.90 
Straight 8.50 
First clear . 2.50 
Low-grade 8.504 9.00 


Rye, No.1. ooo @12.00 
Sacked 





Flour, bbls... 
Wheat, bus.. 





Spring bran, per ton 

Standard middlings, per ton 
Flour middlings, per ton 

Red dog flour, 140-lb sacks, ton 
Hominy feed, white, per ton 
Gluten feed, per ton 

Corn meal, coarse, per ton 
Corn meal, table, per ton 
Cracked corn, per ton 





have been few and far between. Quotations 
at the close: No. 1 northern spring, opening, 
$2.90; No. 2 hard winter, Chicago, $3.14; No. 
1 northern Manitoba, end of May, $2.87%; 
No. 2 northern Manitoba, $2.82%. 
CORN—Very irregular, and prices nomi- 
nally about 16c over Chicago May c.i.f. There 
was a moderate business with the East. 
Quotations: new No. 2 yellow corn is quoted 
at $1.73, c.i.f; No. 3 yellow, $1.72%, c.i.f. 
OATS—It is easy to sell anything, and 
wherever eastern distributors have ahy oats 
they can immediately dispose of them, so the 
trade is not offering, but waiting for buyers 
to express their wants, and in that way ex- 
cellent prices have been made for car-lot dis- 
tribution. Quotations: standards, 77@78c; 
No. 2 white, 78c; No. 3 white, 76% @77c; 
No. 4 white, 76@76%c; ordinary white 
clipped, 77@79c; white clipped, 79@S8lc. 
RYE FLOUR—Strong, with prices higher 
with the advances in other flour. Quotations 
are $10.50@11.50 bbl, in-sacks, 
MILLFEED—Prices irregular, with buyers 
inclined to hesitate, owing to the belief that 
there will be a reaction as soon as country 
feed conditions are better. Quotations for 
spring bran, per ton, in 100-lb sacks, to ar- 
rive, $45.25; standard middlings, 100’s, 
$45.75; red dog, $52. City feed: bulk bran 
$46.40, 100-lb sacks $48; heavy feed, in bulk 


Cott d meal, 38.6 per cent, ton.... 
Oil meal, per ton, carloads 
Rolled oats, bbl, 180 lbs, net, wood.... 


WHEAT—Some demand for No. 2 Mani- 
toba, but there were all sorts of prices, and 
the same was true of Duluth No. 1 northern, 
opening shipment. At the close, Duluth re- 
fused to offer, and Manitoba wheat could not 
be worked. Winter wheat was scarce, and 
advanced 38c. There was a good inquiry fur 
anything except No. 4 red or low-grade 
white. Closing: No. 2 white, $3.01; No. 3 

$2.96; No. 2 red, $3.04; No. 3 red, 
; No. 2 mixed, $3.01,—on track, through 
billed. 


CORN—The advance for the week was 
fully 10c and, at the close, buyers would have 
paid it had the market not been so unsett!ed, 
as the offerings of track corn were very light. 
Store lake corn is in the market, and will 
probably regulate prices. Closing: No. 2 ye!- 
low, $1.65% ; No. 3 yellow, $1.65; No. 4 yellow, 
$1.63; No. 5 yellow, $1.61; No. 6 yellow, $1.0". 
—on track, through billed, 

OATS—There was an active demand (or 
track offerings from millers who wanted th¢ 
billing, and everything was cleaned up. A! 
the close, they would have paid ic above th 
market for a few cars. Store oats are !" 
liberal supply, but not moving freely. Prices 
were about 6c higher than last week. ©!0s- 
ing: No. 2 white, 78%c; standard, 77%c; No. 
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May 2, 1917 


3 white, 77%#¢; No. 4 white, 76%c,—on track, 
through billed. 

BARLEY—Maltsters wanted spot barley, 
or anything loaded on vessels for shipment. 
There were no offerings except a few cars, 
rail shipment, for which $1.60 was asked at 
the close. 

RYE—None in the market. 





DULUTH, APRIL 28 
-LOUR—Mill quotations for car or round 


lots, per 196 Ibs, f.0.b, Duluth: 


April 28 1916 
First patent, wood. .$14.00@14.15 $6.15 @6.25 
second patent, wood. 18,75@14.00 6.06 @6.15 
Straight, Wood ..... 13.60@13.90 5.95@6.05 
First clear, jute..... 11.50@11.75 5.10 @5.30 
Second clear, jute... 9.45@ 9.70 3.55 @3.90 
Red dog, jute.....-. 4.40@ 4.60 2.60@2.75 


DURUM FLOUR—Quotations in car or 


round lots, per 140 Ibs, f.0,b, Duluth: 

April 28 1916 
Med, semolina, jute.$14.056@14.25 $5.90@6.00 
Patent, jute +++. 18.75@13.95 56.50@5.60 
Cut-straight, jute... 12.75@12.90 5.00@65.10 


RYE FLOUR—Quotations in car or round 
lots, 98-lb cottons, f.o.b. mill, April 28, were: 
family blend, $10.85; pure white, $11.05; pure 
dark, $9.70; dark blend, $9.70. 

DULUTH-SUPERIOR FLOUR OUTPUT 

3y weeks ending on dates given: 

1917 bbis 1916 bbis 1915 bbis 
Apr. 28..20,000 Apr. 29.. 7,240 May 1..19,245 
Apr. 21..14,650 Apr. 22..17,5625 Apr. 24..22,670 
Apr. 14..18,460 Apr. 15..19,255 Apr. 17..19,220 
Apr. 7..18,270 Apr. 8..28,275 Apr. 16..22,120 

Foreign flour shipments for weeks named: 

1917 bbls 1916 bbis 1915 bbls 


Apr. 28.. . Apr. 29.. os May 1.. «eee 
Apr. 21.. ee oS eee 6 eS re 
Apr. 14.. .. Apr. 15.. .... Apr. 17.. 3,570 


Apr. 7.. «+++ APM 8.. «.+- Apr. 10.. .... 
WHEAT—Congestion in May caused shorts 


and others to bid up prices. Competition was 
decidedly keen. There is an urgent need of 
greater supplies, and this led operators to 


buy more vigorously, regardless of cost. Cold 
weather in Northwest has retarded seeding, 
but traders not anxious as yet. Some com- 
plaints heard of difficulty in getting good 
seed, and farmers bidding strongly for it. 
Of stock in elevators, little is available for 
sale, as bulk has been contracted for. Own- 
ers hold remainder, expect larger premiums 
for it. Small lots sold right along; intimated 
not much will be left by time boats begin to 
run, About 1,300,000 bus have already gone 
aboard vessels. As soon as boats can get 
here, shipping will become active, tonnage 
having been chartered for most of it. Do- 
mestic receipts are small, bonded movement 
decreasing. Canadian receipts are counted 
upon to help fill demand between now and 
new crop. May reached new high record 
today, $2.76 for spring and $2.89 for durum. 
Closed considerably below this, due to drastic 
slump at Winnipeg on announcement of sus- 
pending future trading in that market. 


CLOSING PRICES OF DURUM WHEAT 


Duluth closing prices of durum wheat, in 
cents, per bushel, spot, May and July: 
-Spot durum—, 
No. 1 No. 2 May July 
April 21...... 246 -+-@241 246 230% 


April 23 249% ...@244% 249% 233% 
April 24 256 +++ @261 256 243 
April 25.. « 265 ++: @260 265 246 
April 26.. - 271 +++ @266 271 240 
April 27 276 +++@270 276 242 





April 28 ...... 275 «+.@270 275 238 
April 29, 1916. 114 109@110 113 114% 

Duluth closing prices of cash wheat, in 
cents; 
April No. 1 nor No. 2 nor No. 3 
21... 232% @286% 228% @231% 220% @225% 
23... 2345 @238% 230% @233% 222% @227% 
24... 246 @249 241 @244 233 @238 
25... 254% @258% 250% @253% 242% @247% 
26... 253 @259 ...-- @255 251 @264 
27... 267 @271 263 @266 255 @260 
28... 271% @275% 267% @270% 259% @264% 
29*.. 120% @121% 117% @118% 111% @116% 

*1916, 

Duluth grain—eclosing prices on track, in 
cents per bushel: 








Oats Rye 

No. 3 white No. 2 Barley 
April 21..... 62% @67% 189@193 100@145 
April 23..... 61% @66% 189@198 100@145 
April 24..... 64% @68% 189@193 100@145 
April 25..... 67% @71% 190@195 100@145 
April 26..... 67% @72% 190@195 100@145 
April 27..... 67% @72% ...@200 105@145 
April 28..... 66% @71% ...@200 106@145 
April 29, 1916 ....@42% 91@ 92 65@ 73 


Stocks of coarse grain in Duluth elevators 
April 28 (000’s omitted), in bushels: 
~——Domestic—,, ——Bonded——, 
1917 1916 1915 1917 1916 1915 

1 


ry 1,249 655 791 4,062 601 20 
Rye ....... *248 35 15 B ase eee 
Barley ....1,210. 604 ° 1138 238 (125 6 
Flaxseed ..1,817.1,670 794 1738 85 304 


*Does not include 205,000 afloat. 


DULUTH WEEKLY GRAIN MOVEMENT 


Receipts and shipments by weeks ended 
Saturday (April 28), at Duluth-Superior, in 
bushels (000's omitted) : 

--—Receipts——, -——Shipments—. 

Wheat— 1917 1916 1915 1917 1916° 1915 

















Spring .... 24 17 152. 168 . 722.1,982 
Durum .... 66 79 88 461 1,488 , 181 
Winter .... sts 4 32° 420 71 #4111 

Totals .. 80 100 272 1,049 2,281 2,224 
Bonded ... 486 887 3 299 1,511 47 
Totals ,. 666 487 :276 '1;848°3,792 2,271 
Corn oo eee mee Sze 16 ees «+. 1,426 
Oats ....., 3 8 46 15 1,043 

Bonded... 307 ee % S882 -.s. 
13 28 1 207 64 41 
Barley .... 106 17 10 2 12 188 

Bonded. . 21 1 vse 72 5 eee 
Flaxseed .. 22 8 36 25 6 13 

Bonded... 2 5 > rrr 











THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


STOCKS AND RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
Duluth-Superior wheat stocks, April 28 
(000’s omitted), in bushels, and receipts by 
weeks ended Saturday: Receipts by 
--Wheat stocks—, ——grade——_, 
1917 1916 1915 1917 1916 1915 
b bus cars cars cars 
eC | ee ae) ee ee ee 
1 northern. 789 2,736 1,878 1 4 74 


2 northern. 639 1,583 477. ... 5 61 
No, 3 ..... 420 205 1,142 1 5 42 
Wee avvic eee 95 64 3 1 15 
Rejected .. ... ay : Ta a, ) ee 
No-grade .. ... 10 - oe Se eS . wwe 
Sample gr.. ... + ease 2 


Sp'l bin...2,16i 2,648 717 1... 12. ees 

Totals ..4,045 7,341 4,280 7 17 +194 
Macaroni.. 623 5,019 100 59 42 54 
S’western.. 420 711 84 2 8 29 
Western .. 4 ees Pa yy eee F 1 
WOE esccc. e¢e dee eee 20 23 38 

Totals ..5,092 13,071 4,464 88 90 316 
Bonded ...5,957 3,108 152 363 3384 5 

Totals 11,049 16,179 4,616 451 424 321 
Afloat ... 1,299 eee eee cee ese eee 


Totals 12,348 16,179 4,616 451 424 321 


FLAXSEED—Bullish. Brisk bidding and 
light offerings encouraged buying confidence. 
Trade exercised great caution, as the week 
established new records for prices. Most in- 
terest was centered in old-crop deliveries; 
buyers willingly paid the advance for sup- 
plies. Some anxious to pick up May and July 
regardless of price. Others pulled out, or 
showed extreme conservatism. In face of this 
May rallied 14%c, high point being reached 
today when May hit $3.41 and July $3.34. 
Advance was not sustained; market dropped 
4@5c from top at close, Interest in new 
crop is small. For most part, new-crop 
futures displayed independent action. Ex- 
cept for a show of strength at close, prices 
were lower. Closing price for September was 
unchanged from April 21, but 2c higher for 
October. A boat is loading 90,000 bus, and 
further withdrawals are expected upon ar- 
rival of boats from Buffalo. 





BOSTON, APRIL 28 
FLOUR—Closing prices at, wholesale: 


Per carload— Bbl, wood 
Spring, special short patent..... $14.75 @15.00 
Spring, Minneapolis ..........+. «eee »@156.00 
Spring, country ........-- baSese 14.25 @15.00 
Spring first clear, in cotton ..... 12.50@13.50 
Kansas patent, standards, sacks. 13.75 @15.00 
Winter patent .....ceeeeeeeeees 14.00 @15.25 
Winter straight 18.50 @14.75 
Winter first clear 13:00 @14.25 





MILLFEED—All wheat feeds nominal. 
Prices were firmly held, but-~ offerings were 
light and demand slow. Oat hulls held high- 
er. Hominy feed held at extreme prices. 
Gluten and stock feeds higher. Alfalfa meal 
dull. Cottonseed meal quiet but steady. Lin- 
seed meal a shade higher. Quotations, mill 
shipment, in 100-lb sacks, per ton: spring 
bran, $44.25; winter bran, $44.50; middlings, 
$45.25@49; mixed feed, $47@651; red dog, in 
140-lb sacks, $51; oat hulls, reground, $35; 
gluten feed, $47.08; hominy feed, $61.40; 
stock feed, $58; alfalfa meal, $36; cottonseed 
meal, $44.75 @46.75; linseed meal, $47. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—A sharp advance in 
corn meal and oatmeal, with a good demand. 
Rye and graham flours higher. Quotations, 
mill shipment, in wood: rolled oatmeal, $9.10; 
cut and ground, $10.47; granulated corn meal, 
$8.15; bolted, $8.10; feeding, in 100-lb bags, 
$3.26@38.28; cracked corn, in 100-lb bags, 
$3.28@3.30; rye flour, in sacks, $10.40@10.75; 
graham flour, $12.25@14. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND STOCKS 


-~Receipts—, c—Stocks—, 
1917 1916 1917 1916 


Flour, bbis.... 49,301 48,848 .....  seese . 
Wheat, bus...240,204 270,645 250,919 781,274 
Corn, bus..... 24,250 1,873 110,087 28,425 
Oats, bus..... 217,372 453,604 264,939 394,118 
Rye, Dus...... seers eevee 12,000 38,189 
Barley, bus... 1,667 2,199 ..... 60,872 
Millfeed, tons. 60 SB lnccee eoese 
Corn meal, bbls 1,460  ..... ieéen ecbee 
Oatmeal, sacks ..... GOO. acces . cecce 


WEEK’S EXPORTS 
Wheat, 24,000 bus; corn, 17,143; oats, 160,- 
000. Since Jan. 1, wheat, 3,229,402; corn, 
884,019; oats, 3,632,272. 





BALTIMORE, APRIL 28 


FLOUR—Closing, car lots, 196 lbs, wood: 
Spring patent, special brands. ..$14.05@14.20 


Spring patent .......ssecoseces 13.70@13.95 - 
Spring straight ........++++0++- 13.20@13.45 
Spring first clear .........++5+ 12.20@12.25 
Spring second clear .......+.«++. 11.60 @12.00 
Winter patent, special stencils.. 13.55@13.60 
Winter patent ....... cer ccceces 13.45 @13.50 
Winter straight ............+5. 12.95 @13.20 
Winter first clear .........+-+-++ 12.565 @12.80 
Hard winter patent ............ 14.560@14.65 
Hard winter straight .......... 14,25 @14.40 
Hard winter first clear.......... 12.60@12.85 
Rye fiour, pure and blended..... 9.75 @10.50 


MILLFEED—Generally easier on advent 

of grass. Quotations, in 100-lb sacks, per 
ton: spring bran, $43.50@44; spring mid- 
Glings, $44@44.50; soft winter bran, $44@ 
44.60; soft winter middlings, $45@45.50. 
. WHEAT—Advanced 46c, with movement 
moderate but démand good. Receipts, 662,- 
786 bus; exports, 729,296; stock, 669,371. 
Closing ._prices: No. 2 red, spot and May, 
$3.01; No. 2 red western spot, $3.05. 

CORN—Up 16@18c, with demand and 
movement increasing. Receipts, 240,700 bus; 
exports; 332,464; stock, 962,203. Closing 
prices: contract spot and May, $1.69; No. 3 
track yellow, $1.73%; choice near-by yellow 
cob, bbl, $8. 

OATS—Gained 2%@38c, with movement 
and demand small. Receipts, 90,015 bus; 








stock, 296,994. Closing prices: standard 
white, 80@80%c; No. 3 white, 79% @80c; 
RYE—Jumped 15@16c, with demand and 
movement constant. Receipts, 162,738 bus; 
exports, 224,363; stock, 293,062. Closing 
price of No. 2 western for export, $2.10. 





MINNEAPOLIS, MAY 1 
Quotations today by Minneapolis and out- 


. side mills for flour in carload or round lots, 


f.o.b. Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, were within 
the following range: 

ayl Year ago 
Stand. patent, wood.$13.00@13.30 $6.20@6.50 
Second patent, wood. 12.85@13.10 6.10@6.25 
Fancy clear, jute.... .....@11.75 5.00@656.40 


First clear, jute..... 11.26 @11.50 4.65@5.15 
Second clear, jute... 8.00@ 8.40 2.756@3.25 
Red dog, jute ...... 4.50@ 4.75 2.60@2.70 


Mills are not making any quotations to 
Amsterdam or United Kingdom ports. 
Durum flour quotations f.o.b. Minneapolis 
teday (May 1), in jute, were: 
Medium semolina 
Patent 
Clear 


$12.70@12.80 
12.60@12.70 
8.50@ 9.25 


MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 

The flour output of Minneapolis milis for 

four weeks, with comparisons, is shown in 
the subjoined table: 

1917 1916 1915 1914 

BEEP. Bivowe iciccas 354,165 323,050 329,595 

April 28... 451,635 380,775 312,635 361,680 

April 21... 437,536 375,355 280,300 302,310 





April 14... 372,775 388,155 235,320 335,386 _ 


Weekly foreign flour shipments of Minne- 
apolis mills for four weeks ended Saturday: 


1917 1916 1915 1914 


May G2... wsssce 6,425 90,655 43,126 
April 28... 41,320 9,920 60,625 28,070 
April 21... 31,455 21,765 20,165 29,775 
April 14... 24,615 98,125 14,100 44,130 


OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


The flour output and foreign shipments of 
northwestern mills outside of Minneapolis 
and Duluth have been, by weeks, in barréis: 
Week Ca- 
end- No. pac- -—Output—, -Exports— 
ing mills ity 1917 1916 1917 1916 
Feb, 17. 67 55,700 179,750 225,990 3,825 2,096 
Feb, 24. 66 65,350 185,915 226,625 7,165 ‘7,795 
Mar 8. 66 56,000 210,120 234,175 4,230 4,645 
Mar. 10. 67 566,850 185,800 224,770 715 3,850 
Mar, 17. 66 66,000 187,940 222,830 4,460 1,600 
Mar. 24. 66 56,050 146,930 191,480 755 845 
Mar. 31. 67 56,850 222,140 204,890 3,590 1,000 
Apr. 7. 67 56,850 203,085 200,640 11,140 2,420 
Apr. 14. 66 55,750 216,075 204,580 355 2,040 
Apr. 21. 65 55,800 233,295 185,730 2,040 1,785 
Apr. 28. 57 45,700 195,935 169,005 1,550 200 


MILLFEED PRICES 


Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed to- 
day (May 1) for prompt shipment (14 days), 
per 2,000 lbs, in 100-lb sacks, were reported 
as follows by brokers: 

May 1 Year ago 
PST Te $.....@37.00 $17.50@18.50 
Stand. middlings.. 38.00@39.00 19.00@19.50 
Flour middlings,.. .....@42.00 23.00@25.00 
R. dog, 140-lb jute 44.00@45.00 26.00@27.00 

The Boston basis of prices for millfeed is 
given below, per ton, in 100-lb sacks: 

May 1 Year ago 
Standard bran....$.....@42.15 $22.50@23.50 
Stand. middlings.. 43.15@44.15 24.00@24.50 
Flour middlings... .....@47.15 28.00@30.00 
R, dog, 140-lb scks 49.15@50.15 31.00@32.00 


CEREAL PRICES 


Quotations of cereals and feeds, in car lots, 
net to jobbers, f.0.b. Minneapolis: 


Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibst..... .-- $57.50 @58.00 
No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst.... 56.50@57.00 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 lbst.... 55.50@56.00 
No. 3 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst.... 55.50@56.00 
Rye feed, 2,000 Ibs, 100-lb sacks. .....@41.00 
Yellow corn meal, granulated*.. 7.80@ 7.90 
Corn meal, white® ............. 7.90@ 8.00 
Rye flour, pure fancy patent*... 11.00@11.10 


Rye flour, pure medium straight? 10.50@10.60 
Rye flour, pure dark German*... 10.00@10.10 
Graham, standard, bbl* ...... 

Rolled oats, bbl, wood ..... ° 
Mill screenings, per ton ...... . ‘ 
Elevator screenings, per ton.... 24.00@30.00 
Buckwheat screenings, per ton.. 34.00@40.00 
Recleaned buckwheat screenings 38.00@45.00 





Flaxseed screenings, ton ....... 30.00@40.00 
Fine seed screenings, ton ...... 27.00 @ 32.00 
Oil meal, 2,000 lbs, 100-lb sacksft .....@45.00 


*Per bbl in sacks. Where not otherwise 
stated sacks are of 49 and 98 ib cotton. 

tCar-lot prices. Less than car lots, $1@ 
1.25 per ton additional. 

tIn sacks. 

{Nominal. 





MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN 


May 1.—The wheat market has been uni- 
formly strong all week until today. From 
$2.28% last Tuesday the May option ad- 
vanced to $2.69% on Saturday, largely on 
public buying and confirmation of the con- 
gestion at Chicago. After high point was 
touched Saturday, word came from Winnipeg 
that the government had established a cen- 
sorship over pit trading, with the result that 
the market sagged 13c and closed at $2.57%. 
The market held steady Monday, and opened 
strong today, but bearish sentiment dével- 
oped early on persistent peace rumors, and 
prices dropped 14%c from yesterday’s close. 

The spread between high and low prices 
for the week was 41%c in May, 24%c in 
July, and 204%c in September. 

Compared with Minneapolis closing prices 
on April 24, at the close today, No. 1 north- 
ern was 2% @4%c higher; No. 2 northern, 
% @2%c higher; May, 6%c higher; July, 
2%c lower; September, 3c lower. 

Cash wheat is in good demand at Minneap- 
olis. Buyers, however, have been holding off 
as much as practicable, with the result that 
premiums have broken 7@8c on top. grades 
and 10@i5c on the lower grades. Country 
mills are buying in a limited way. 


335 


Shippers still complain of difficulty in se- 
curing cars for moving grain to the Hast. 

No, 1 northern, blue-stem, is quoted at 22 
@28c over May; No. 1 velvet chaff, 18@20c 
over; No. 2 northern, blue-stem, 14@20c over; 
No. 2 velvet chaff, 10@1i4c over; No. 3 north- 
ern, 5c under to 12c over; No. 4 wheat, 
40@65c under. 

The appended table shows closing prices 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of cash 
No. 1 northern, No. 2 northern and No. 3 
northern wheat: 

April No. 1 nor No. 2 nor No. 3 

20... 24956 @261% 245% @255% 235% @247% 
244% @256% 240% @250% 230% @242% 
23... 246% @258% 242% @252% 282% @2444% 
24... 254% @266% 250% @260% 240% @252% 


i) 
rS 


25... 264 @278 260 @270 250 @262 
26... 268 @277 259 @269 249 @261 
27... 274 @286 270 @280 260 @272 
28... 274 @288 270 @280 258 @272 


30... 271% @285% 265% @277% 252% @267% 


1.... 257 @271 261 @263 288 @253 
2*.4. 123 @127 119% @123% 113% @120% 
4t... 160% @164% 156% @161% 150% @159\% 
*1916. 1915. 
Average prices of cash wheat sales at 
Minneapolis for No. 4, sample grade and 
no-grade: 


Apr. No.4 8.G. N.G. Apr. No.4 8.G. N.G. 


25...2384% 207%...... 28..,247% 229% 291 

26...241 207% 259 30. ..243% 19856 185% 

27...210% 202% ..... 1*..222% 205% 220 
*May. 


Closing prices of May, July and September 
wheat: 


Apr. May July Sept. Apr. May July Sept. 


25...246 229% 187 28...258 282% 187 

26...245 225% 183% 30...257% 233% 185% 

27...256 282% 189 1*..243 221% 178 
*May. 


DURUM WHEAT PRICES 

Daily closing prices of durum wheat in 
Minneapolis were: 
Apr. No.1No.2No.8* Apr. No.1 No.2 No. 3* 
25...273 263 281% 28...280 278 ..... 
26...279 269 244 30...269 262 243% 
27...280 273 237% 1ft..259-. 262 287 

*Average of closing prices. +tMay. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
Receipts at Minneapolis by weeks ending 


Saturday were: April 29 

April 28 April 21 1916 
Wheat, bus ..... 2,176,200 1,958,800 1,414,490 
Flour, bbls ...... 22,516 20,420 19,568 
Millstuff, tons ... 1,447 1,197 1,442 
SOU, OU vicsece 46,800 32,240 36,550 
Gte; DOP 2 sevcee 245,640 277,680 810,000 
Barley, bus ..... 277,270 305,900 276,640 
BVO, DUD oc ccgces 47,000 69,000 43,000 
Flaxseed, bus ... 69,000 82,160 56,050 


Shipments from Minneapolis by weeks end- 


ing Saturday were: April 29 

April 28 April 21 1916 
Wheat, bus ..... 965,000 968,750 643,560 
Flour, bbis ...... 444,840 423,231 412,160 
Millstuff, tons ... 21,146 17,953 13,142 
Corn, bus ....... 195,920 237,110 86,620 
Oats, bus ....... 614,240 738,710 1,122,330 
Barley, bus ..... 296,070 362,370 671,050 
Rye, bus ........ 62,980 122,850 63,700 


Flaxseed, bus ... 16,380 19,050 


RECEIPTS BY GRADE 


At Minneapolis for the week ending Satur- 
day, the receipts of wheat by cars were as 
follows, with comparisons: Apr. 29 Mayl 
Apr. 28 Apr. 21 1916 1915 

19 2 56 


























No. 1 hard ..... eee 
No, 1 northern... 106 80 402 81 
No. 2 northern.. 129 94 286 169 
MG. BD ccvevcs ao ane 156 139 200 
Bey |S crvesser -» 491 448 67 128 
Rejected wee ee 20 19 
No-grade 64 106 -15 13 
Sample grade... 258 312 20 15 

Totals, spring.1,245 1,217 205 625 
Hard winter ... 107 126 200 328 
Macaroni ....... 165 117 88 32 
Mixed .......... 152 165 116 59 
WeRtere cicccser 41 60 21 15 

Totals ........ 1,710 1,686 1,430 1,059 


MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 


Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators was 
reported as follows by the Chamber of Com- 
merce on dates given, in bushels (000’s omit- 


ted): Apr. 29 May 1 
Apr. 28 Apr. 21 1916 1915 
No. 1 hard ..... 409 432 638 48 


No. 1 northern. .1,133 1,308 3,305 2,397 
No. 2 northern. .1,500 1,664 2,046 1,479 
Other grades....5,168 5,532 4,107 2,339 











Totals ....... 8,210 8,937 10,096 6,263 
Im 1914 2.000. 17,694 28,196 = .c.00 cease 
In 1918 ....... BOe BUTS © cease erees 
In 1912 ....... 30,639 146,788 cece covics 


COARSE GRAIN PRICES 


Daily closing cash prices of No. 3 yellow 
corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 2 rye and the 
range of quotations on barley at Minneapolis 
during the week were, per bushel: 


April Corn Oats Rye Barley 


24. 146 @148 68% @70 189@190 116@146 
25. 149% @151% 71% @73 194@195 116@148 
26. 147 @149 71% @72% 198@200 118@151 
27. 151% @153% 71% @73% 199@200 118@151 
28. 151 @153 70% @72 201@203 120@154 
30. 150% @152% 69% @71% 202@203 120@155 
1*. T7%@ 78% 434% @43% 92@ 93 67@ 76 


*May, 1916. 


COARSE GRAIN STOCKS 
Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 
in Minneapolis, in bus (000’s omitted), were: 


Apr. 29 Mayl1 May 2 
Apr. 28 Apr. 21 1916 1915 1914 


Corn ... 182 238 90 866 44 
Oats ...6,119 6,261 2,221 1,233 947 
Barley... 832 846 180 256 908 
Rye .... 260 286 271 79. 392 
Flaxseed, 239 346 118 77 268 







| 


——— 


Oe 
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Wheat Prices 
_ Closing prices of May, July, September and 
cash wheat at points named, on each day of 
the week, per bushel, were: 
MAY WHEAT 
Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Mon 
24 25 26 27 28 30 
Mpls. .....236% 246 245 256 258 257% 
Duluth ...241 250% 251 263 267% 266% 
Chicago ..240% 250% 254% 268 274% 271 
St. Louis..259 268 270% 283 284% 284 
Kans. City.250% 260 261 277 279 278 
Winnipeg 246% 258% 255% 268% 267% 268% 
. JULY WHEAT 
Mpls. ..... 224% 229% 225% 232% 232% 233% 
Duluth ...225% 231% 229% 236% 235 238% 
Chicago ..206% 215% 216% 224 225% 226 
St. Louis. .203% 218% 213% 221 222% 222% 
Kans. City.204% 2145 214% 221% 224 224 
Winnipeg 237% 247% 244 255 247% 249 
SEPTEMBER WHEAT 
Mpls. ..... 181 187 183% 189 187 185% 
Chicago ..182 189% 187% 191% 190% 188% 
Kans. City.180% 188% 187% 187% 
Winnip’gt 186 194 190 195% 189 
CASH WHEAT 
.260% 271 270 280 281 278% 
256% 257 269 273% 272% 
270% 275% 287% 


Mpls.*f .. 
Duluth*t .247 
Chicago*t 250% 262 
St. Louist— 

2 hard ..f....286 290 293% 

2 red ...f....300 296 310 
Kans, Cityt— 

2 hard ..266 274 289 293% 

2 red ...267% 276 294 301% 
Milw’ kee*t. 254% 263% 272% 279% 287% 289 
Winnip’g* 248 260% 270% 269 

*No. 1 northern, tAverage of closing prices. 
tOctober. {No quotations. 


United States Visible Grain Suppl 
Visible supply of grain in the United States 
in bushels (000’s omitted): 
r April 28 
Wheat Corn Oats 








* 
Rye Brly 


Baltimore .. 876 309 311 348 
Boston 118 208 .) ane 
Buffalo 564 1,098 ... 2 
Chicago .... 1,456 10,790 116 354 
117 171 > ere 

1 1,249 249 1,210 

Bese 


Galveston ... 16 oe eee eve 
Indianapolis. 50 658 428 os 
Kansas City. 265 996 
Milwaukee... 47 585 
Minneapolis. . 182 6,119 
New Orleans. 177 708 
Newp. News. a See 
New York... 629 

820 

34 

Philadelphia. 
St. Louis.... 


Totals 25,756 7,173 28,933 1,537 3,921 
April 21, 1917 30,257 9,606 29,765 1,842 4,319 
April 29, 1916 48,864 21,004 12,096 1,687 2,530 
May 1, 1915. 26,439 20,203 23,022 945 2,394 
May 2, 1914. 43,378 9,380 13,262 1,165 2,487 

Changes for the week: Decreases—Wheat, 
4,501,000 bus; corn, 2,333,000; oats, 832,000; 
rye, 305,000; barley, 398,000. 


Weekly Flour Exports 

New York, April 30.—(Special Telegram)— 
Exports of flour, given in barrels, from all 
Atlantic and Gulf ports for the weeks ending 
on following dates, were: Apr. 29 May 1 

Destination— Apr. 28 Apr. 21 1916 1915 
London 18,000 1,000 46,814 86,679 
Liverpool 19,000 23,105 
Glasgow 10,000 19,178 
EGER ccdecccces 2,000 11,952 
Hull oe ° 
Cardiff 
Bristol 
Manchester 
France 
Amsterdam .. 
Rotterdam 
Italy 
Copenhagen 
Bergen 
Norway, Sweden 





San Domingo... 
Other W. L.'s... 
Cen. America.. 





262,000 96,000 348,750 301,040 


World’s Grain Shipments 
World’s wheat and corn shipments by 
weeks in bushels (000’s omitted): 

Apr. 29 
Wheat— Apr. 28 Apr. 21 1916 
America 5,707 5,306 7,861 
India 116 220 se 
Argentina .... 194 246 1,832 
Australia ..... 420 240 1,944 
16 cee 176 





Tots., wheat 6,453 6,012 11,813 
Corn : x 2,408 1,681 1,462 
On passage— 
57,720 62,626 
11,356 


luth-Winnipeg Receipts 
Wheat receipts in carloads at Minneapolis, 
Duluth and Winnipeg for six days were: 
7—Mpls—, --Duluth—, Winnipeg 
1917 1916 1917 1916 1917 1916 
April oe 273 176 7 8 $824 164 
April «+. 299 167 18 7 414 423 
April 27... 210 125 11 19 473 663 
April ee. 377 135 il 8 269 653 
- 682 423 16 17 433 1,064 
133 48 31 4=6841 1,127 








Totals.. 1,797 1,159 i111 90 2,754 4,114 
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COOPERS’ CHIPS 
For the week en Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was by three Min- 
neapolis shi as follows: elm staves, 3 
cars; heading, 1; patent hoops, 1; total 
god 5. 

The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
31,360 barrels for the tone ending Satur- 
day represented the consumption approx- 
imately of 158,900 patent ps, 94,100 
wire hoops and 6,300 hickory hoops. 


The sales and make of flour barrels by 
three Minneapolis shops for the week ending 
on the dates given below were: 


oo Sa les, 
1917 1916 1915 1914 
April 28.*32,305 13,675 12,725 21,430 
April 21. 20,435 14,655 9,140 23,270 
April 14. 24,455 16,940 8,900 22,910 
April 7. 20,255 16,585 8,345 20,306 
Mar. 31. 24,175 1,845 17,535 19,100 
Mar. 24. 6,605 16,180 8,525 30,285 9, 138 
*These figures include 1,895 half-barrels, 
two half-barrels being counted as one barrel. 


Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock, prompt shipment f.o.b. cars, Minne- 
apolis: 

Michigan elm staves, M........$10. ae = 
Gum staves, M .....ceseeeseees 9.25@ 9.5 
Basswood heading, - 8%e > a 
Birch heading, tigeinch, 3 set. .  1%*@ Be 
Patent hoops, 6 ft., M. 11.00@11.50 
Patent hoops, 6% ft. 


Hickory hoops, M ......-ss++0:. 6.00@ 6.50 
Head linings, carload, M ...... -30@ .40 
Head linings, small lots, M...... .40@ .50 


Special reports to The Northwestern Miller 
from northwestern shops outside of Minne- 
apolis as to the use of flour barrels, show: 

e—Barrels, No. 1917 

shops sold made shops sold 

Apwil 28... 2 1,065 830 3 1,026 
April 21... 3 3,335 3,325 
April 14... 2 505 545 
Aprit 7... 3 2,440 2,455 
March $1.. 4 5,770 4,955 
March 24.. 4 1,730 1,186 

Following are . the points reporting: Fari- 
bault and Red Wing. 


Exports for Week Ending April 21, 1917 
Wheat Corn Flour Oats 
From— bus bus bbis 
New York.1,935,790 87,507 60,883 


Portland, 
Maine 743,000 211,000 23,000 
104,000 68,571 


Boston 
Baltimore. 303,848 441,228 





97,000 


12,000 398,000 


Tots., wk.3,086,637 808,306 95,883 495,000 
Prev. w’k.5,976,529 2,784,957 122,590 2,826,465 
U. K’dom..1,276,565 279,571 63,832 
Continent 1,810,073 528,735 32,051 








Totals ..3,086,637 808,306 95,883 


Summary of U. 8. and Canadian Exports 

July lito Same time 

April 21,1917 last year 

Wheat, bus 206,908,603 271,904,059 
Flour, bbls 10,792,637 12,276,271 
Totals as wheat, bus. 255,475,469 327,147,278 
Corn, bus 43,382,237 19,962,943 
Oats, bus 85,066,967 74,781,780 


Coarse Grain at Minneapolis 

April 30.—For the week, corn was quite 
active and prices were higher. Offerings 
have been limited, and not sufficient for the 
demand. No. 8 yellow closed today at 
$1.50% @1.52% bu; other grades, $1.45@ 
1.52%. 

Oats were in excellent demand and strong. 
Receipts have been light and unequal to re- 
quirements, Closing prices today: No. 3 
white, 69% @71%c bu; No. 4 white, 68% @ 
70%c. 

Rye. was in light supply and in keen de- 
mand. Millers and shippers snapped up all 
offerings daily. No. 2 closed at the record 
range of $2.02@2.03 bu today. 

Malting barley was in good demand, but 
offerings were scarce. Bulk of receipts con- 
sisted of feed grades, which were quiet the 
first part of the week. Later, demand showed 
much improvement. Closing range today, 
$1.20@1.55 bu. . 











Argentine Crops 
Wheat, corn, linseed and oats crops of 
Argentina, by crop years, in thousands of 
bushels, as officially reported: 
Wheat Corn Linseed Oats 
1916-17*..... 70,100 47,000 3,900 31,700 
1915-16..... 161,133 39,278 
1914-15..... 338,236 44,308 
1913-14... 263,136 39,171 
1912-13.. 196,642 44,486 
‘ 9 22,634 
27,6765 23,424 
176,187 28,212 
177,000 41,291 
136,057 43,333 
9 155, 993 71,768 32,502 12,400 
*Estimated March 28, 1917: 


Argentine Exports 
Wheat, corn, linseed and oats exports from 
Argentina, by calendar years, in thousands 
of bushels, as officially reported: 








1907... cseeee 
1906....-.4++ 


*Six months, January-June, 1916, 


82,601 


all 


Ocean rates on flour from Atlantic ports, 
as quoted in Minneapolis, Tuesday, were as 
follows, per 100 lbs: 

a From ——_ 
New Balti- Phila- Newp. 


To— more “one News 
Aberdeen ...§$1. Bus $.... 


eee 


Gud 1.10 

1.10 1.10 

St. John’s, N.F. "80 sone ones ree 

The rates quoted on sacked flour are sub- 

ject to confirmation with respect to the 

quantity, period of shipment and/or specific 

steamer or sailing date. All contracts and 

all shipments are subject strictly to the ex- 

press stipulations of the “War Clause” adopt- 
ed by the respective steamship services. 


ALL-RAIL RATES 


All-rail rates from Minneapolis and Min- 
nesota Transfer, in cents per 100 lbs: 

To— To— 
Ogdensburg 
Philadelphia .. 
Philadelphia* ... 
Philadelphiat . 
Pittsburgh 
Portiand . 
Portiand* 
Punxsutawney .. 
Quebec .:.. 
Richfield Springs 
Rochester 
Rockland 
Schenectady . 
Scranton ... 
Stanstead 


Baltimore 

Baltimore* 
Baltimoret 
Binghamton .... 


SSOHSOMBBBOBDHOSSHRBOSHOE 


Montreal 
Mount Morris ... 
Newport News*.. 
New York 
New York* 


BO RRE HE KER EAS d coe 
ist +t 00 00 00 mt b0 00 bt G0 On 09 00S & © Oo 00 


Chicago (local).. i. 0 
New Yorkt Wilkes-Barre ... 23.8 
*Applies on flour for export only. tExport 
shipment of grain products (except flour), 
including bran, oil cake, malt sprouts, etc, 


BS bo DS bo DO bo be OS DO DD DD BO be BS be be bo no 
MH TPO IPN DONS Aw INN TH 


Export all-rail rates on flour from Minne- 
apolis, in cents per 100 Ibs: 
Through —Proportionals to— 
To— t 
Boston 


Philadelphia .. 
Baltimore 
Norfolk 
*Minneapolis to Chicago. tF 
east, 


rom Chicago 


WHEAT RATES FROM CANADA 
Following are rates in cents per 100 Ibs 
made on wheat by the Canadian Pacific in 
conjunction with the Great Northern and 
Soo roads, from points in western Canada to 
Duluth, Minneapolis and Minnesota Transfer: 
From— From— 
Brandon Portage la Prairie 12 
Moose Jaw Broadview 
Medicine Hat.. 
Calgary 
Edmonton 
Winnipeg 
Rapid City 
Lethbridge 
Coronation 
Oats and barley take the same rate as 
wheat, while flaxseed is ic higher. 


SOUTHERN FLOUR RATES 
Freight rates on flour in sacks, cents per 
100 lbs, from Minneapolis and Chicago to the 
southern points named: 
To— Chicago 
Jacksonville 


New Orleans .. 
Birmingham ... 
Montgomery 


Savannah 
Athens 


PPO 8 SH ON WOM a3 909 
pee eee a 


TRANSIT RATES ON WHEAT 
A rate of 50c per 100 ibs is in effect on 

wheat from interior eastern Washington, 

Idaho and Oregon points to Chicago, milling- 

in-transit: privileges at Minneapolis, with no 

penalty. Transit rates- from other points 

from which local mills can draw wheat are, 

in cents per 100 Ibs: 
TO - 
Minneapolis Chicago 

Gallatin Valley, Mont 30 37 

Miles City, Mont. 

Billings, Mont. 

Townsend, Mont. 

Glendive, Mont. 

Helena, Mont. 

Omaha, Neb. 

Kansas City, Mo. 


ST. LOUIS 

Domesiic rates, aii-raii, on fiour in sacks, 
in cents per 100 Ibs: 

New York \ Baltimore +eeee 17,60 
Boston 22.50 Washington .... 17.50 
Detroit ........ 10.90 
Newport News.. 17.50 
Richmond, Va. . 17.50 
- 17.50 Rochester ...... 17.50 
Va. com. points. 17.50 Cleveland ...... 11.90 
Scranton ....... 18.50 Indianapolis ... 8.30 
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DETROIT AND TOLEDO 

Rates on flour, in cents per 100 Ibs, from 
Detroit, ‘Toledo and Sandusky to points 
named: Reship- 
Ex-lake Reship- ping 
Bx-lake export ping export 
New York ...... 14 12 14 12 
Boston ......... 16 12 12 


” Philadelphia .... 12. la 11 


Baltimore 11.5 10.5 10 
Richmond ..... ri 10.5 10 
Norfolk 11. 10.5 10 
Washington, D.C. 11. ve 10 
Cumberland, Md., 

Meyersdale, 

Pa., Piedmont, 

Ww. Vi 


CHICAGO 

Rates on flour for domestic shipment, a 
rail, from Chicago to points named, in cenis 
per 100 lbs, are shown herewith: 
Baltimore Boston 1 
Rochester . Philadelphia ;... 
Troy Pittsburgh 
Syracuse 14.5 Albany 
New York ...... 17.5 





Flaxseed and Products 

An excellent consumptive demand is :.- 
ported by western linseed mills for oil me..). 
The ‘output is fairly heavy, but no difficuliy 
is experienced in disposing of it in home 
markets. Oil meal is regarded as cheap in 
comparison with other feedingstuffs. Quo- 
tations are firm, at $45 ton, car lots, f.0.). 
Minneapolis. 

A little improvement is noted in export 
inquiry for oil cake. Eastern exporters are 
bidding $45 per 2,000 Ibs, f.0.b. Minneapolis, 
or $41 New York. Some cake was sold by 
seaboard mills on this basis in the last we. k. 

Raw linseed oil has advanced to $1.18 ¢g:!\- 
lon, car lots, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

The outlook for the flax crop in the Nor't!:- 
west is favorable. Line elevator people look 
for a slight increase in the acreage in North 
Dakota, and a 10 to 20 per cent increase in 
eastern Montana. 

A let of 500 tons of Manchurian flaxseed 
was sold in Minneapolis last week.for May- 
June shipment from the Orient. 

** 


Daily closing prices per bushel of No. 1 
flaxseed in Minneapolis and Duluth: 


o—Mpls— -——— Duluth, 
Track Toarr. Track May July 
April 24...$3.26 3.26 3.28% 3.27 3.25% 
April 25... 3.29% 3.29% 3.31% 3.30% 3.254 
26... 3.33% 3.383% 3.36 3.34% 3.2: 
37... 3 3.31 3.33% 3.32 3. 
. . 3.36 3.38% 3.37 3. 
30... 3.32% 3.32% 3.356 3.33% 3.27% 


Receipts of flaxseed by weeks ended Sat- 
urday and stocks in store at Minneapolis and 
Duluth, in bushels (000’s omitted): 


o— Receipts, -——In store-—, 
1917 1916 1915 1917 1916 1915 
care 69 56 23 239 118 77 
Duluth.... 36 11 38 1,990 1,755 1,098 


Totals.... 105 67 61 2,229 1,873 1 17 


Receipts and shipments of flaxseed at Min- 
neapolis and Duluth, Sept. 1, 1916, to April 
28, 1917, were, in bushels (000’s omitted): 


o—Receipts—, --Shipments— 
1916-17 1916-16 1916-17 1915-16 
Minneapolis ... 7,237 5,786 366 761 
Duluth 7,196 4,776 6,250 3,564 


Totals 14,432 10,562 6,616 4,625 





Trans-Mississippi Bakers 

The annual convention of the Trans- 
Mississippi Master Bakers’ Association 
will be held at Kansas City, Mo., May ??- 
24. The following programme "has been 
arranged: 

Tuesday, May 22. Morning: opening 
convention ; talk b the president, Kk. 
Nafziger, Kansas Esty “Advertising : i 
its Relation to the Baking Industry,” by 
H. W. Zinsmaster, Duluth; “Retail Busi- 

ness,” by M. Hoffmann, St. Louis; “Know- 
ing pray, Me Cost and the Price,” by 
Jay Burns, Omaha. Afternoon: address 
by Julius Wihlfahrt, Fleischmann (»., 

ew York City; “Legal Aspects of (r- 
Ley" sa by General L, C. Boyle, Kan- 

ity 


Wednesday, May 23. Morning: address 
by National Master Bakers’ Association 
represenitative, act 3 W. Stude, pasion, 
a “Handling of Salesmen,” by |’. 

Hinson, Kansas City; “Up-to-Date } Ik 
=f Accounting,” by Edward E. Gore, 0 

ade-Barrow-Guthrie, accountants, dni 
cago; “Motor Vehicle Delivery,” by 
Charles A. Ward, Ward Motor Vehicle 
Co., Mount Vernon, N. Y; nominations for 
jes asa and treasurer; nominations for 

918 convention city. Afternoon: separite 
meetings of state associations. 

Thursday, May 24 Morning: ©! he 
Vaiue of "Good Credit,” by Delos EF. 
“Pant Bina ssicc Co Kansas oe 

t Management and Efficienc ya 

r to be announced later; Question 

” conducted F; C. Stadelhofer, 
American Diamalt Co., St. Louis; reports 
of secretary and treasurer; election of 
officers; selection of 1918 convention city. 
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WHO CONTROLS THE FOOD? 

In all the war talk here in Washington, 
which has been ans f accentuated since 
the arrival of the Pe eg of distin- 
guished government ials, headed by 
Mr. Balfour and M. Viviani, the great 
preponderance has been given to the gen- 


eral subject of food output and food con-- 


trol. The questions involved in feeding 
our future armies and in making adequate 
provision for assisting our allies with im- 
mense quantities of foud, while seeing to it 
that the needs of our own people are prop- 
erly safeguarded, have been given very 
great attention by the President and the 
several executive departments, as well as 
by the Council of National Defense and 
the 'ederal Trade Commission. 

There seems to be uncertainty as to just 
who is to be at the head of the food con- 
trol department. Two weeks ago it was 
announced that the Council of Defense 
had asked Mr. Hoover to assume that 
great undertaking, and the word went out 
that he would be the American “food dic- 
tator.” A statement by cable came from 
Mr. Hoover as to what should be the prin- 
cipal lines of procedure. 

Meantime, the Department of Agricul- 
ture, the head of which is a member of the 
Council of National Defense, has been 
holding conferences, and in response to a 
resolution by the Senate submitted a state- 
ment of what is necessary to enable that 
department to handle. the entire food 
question. The concluding ‘paragraphs ex- 
pressed the need of additional .appropria- 
tions amounting to $25,000,000 to otganize 
for the work of surveys, to extend the cul- 
tivation of the soil, and for other neces- 
sary steps to increase and control the food 
output. 

The direetor of the National Council 
issued a statement-a few days ago which 
reads, in reference to the appointment of 
Mr. Hoover, as follows: “It is especially 
desired to have Mr. Hoover report to the 
council on the experience and action of the 
European governments in the matter of 
food production, conservation, and prices, 
and to make suggestions and recommenda- 
tions as to the best methods of assisting the 
allies to meet their food needs, and of pre- 
venting the evils arising from speculation 
and manipulation. It is further desired 
that Mr. Hoover, rating with other 
agencies, especially the Department of 
Agriculture, assist state agencies, and 
particularly urban communities, in the 
study, distribution and conservation of 
food supplies.” 

To some who have read this statement 
carefully, it might appear that it is not the 
present intention, as was first generally. 
understood, to make Mr. Hoover, or any 
other man, “food dictator.” The general 
feeling was one of great satisfaction that 
Mr. Hoover was to be the man in char 
of the control of foods, and it may safely 
be assumed that there will be equal dis- 
appointment if he is not to have free rein 
in that capacity. e 

When the visiting British and French 
officials get down to business conferences 
next week, much attention to the food 
question will be given, and it has been 
hinted that Mr. Hoover may become, in 
fact, the guide in the matter of foods 
from the international standpoint. The 
Presence of Mr. Anderson, with Mr. Bal- 
four, as the official purchaser of 
and other foods for England and the 
allies, gives much importance to the dis- 
cussions that will take place and the policy 
that will be outlined. What Mr. yet a 
May say is awaited with much interest. 


MAXIMUM PRICES PROPOSED 


Congressman James W. Good, of Iowa, 
has introduced in the House of Repre- 
sentatives a bill “to regulate and control 


rices of food, wearing apparel and fuel 
n the United States during the war with 
Germany, and for one year thereafter.” 
Mr. Good would delegate to the Council of 
National Defense the fixing of the maxi- 
mum price at which any manufacturer, 
jobber or retail dealer may sell any article 
of food, wearing apparel or fuel that has 
been shipped or delivered for shipment in 
interstate commerce. 

The bill proposes that in fixing the max- 
imum price at which such commodities 
may be sold, the Council of National De- 
fense shall, so far as practicable, consider 
the cost of production and marketing, in- 
cluding the transportation, together with 
a reasonable profit, and that in fixing the 
maximum wholesale price of any such 
article, the council consider so far as 

ractical the cost to the jobber, all carry- 
ing costs, including transportation, the 
expenses of a shrinkage, deteriora- 
tion, and a reasonable profit on the trans- 
action. For goods sold at retail, the coun- 
cil shall take into consideration the cost 
to the dealer, cost of carrying, including 
shrinkage, deterioration, rent, and the cost 
of ling, together with a reasonable 
profit. 

An important section of the bill pro- 
vides that, until the Council of National 
Defense shall fix the maximum price, it 
shall be unlawful for any person, copart- 
nership or corporation engaged in the 
manufacture of any article of food or 
wearing apparel, shipped in interstate 
commerce, to increase the price at which 
the same is offered for sale, or to sell the 
same for a price in excess of the price at 
which similar articles of like grade were 
sold on Dec. 1, 1916. 

The same rule would apply to retail 
dealers, provided, however, that if any 
person enga in the manufacture of 
such articles deems that the gore | 
price on Dec. 1, 1916, was too low, and di 
not afford a fair remunerative return, he 
may file with the Council of National De- 
fense an application for the right to in- 
crease the price. 

It is planned that the council shall di- 
vide the United States into,zones or dis- 
tricts to enable it to carry out the pro- 
visions of the act, and application may be 
made to the council under such rules and 
regulations as may be prescribed to lower 
or increase the maximum price at which 
any article of food may be sold at whole- 
sale or retail in the United States, or in 
any zone. 

Any person aggrieved by any ruling or 
decision of the Council of National De- 
fense may file in the district court of the 
United States a petition setting forth 
briefly his objections to the order, and 
such suit shall proceed in all respécts like 
other civil suits, except that upon the trial 
the findings and the order of the council 
shall be prima facie evidence of the facts 
stated. 

Another provision of importance refers 
to the Council of National Defense during 
the war with Germany, and for one year 
after its close, the settling of any and all 
disputes arising between any employer of 
labor and his employees engaged in the 
manufacture, transportation or marketing 
of any article of food, wearing apparel or 
fuel. Severe penalties are provided for 

any infraction of the rules. 


GOVERNMENTAL FARMING 
Among the bills introduced in Congress 
to stimulate the production of food during 
the coming year, one of especial impor- 
tance and breadth of vision is that intro- 
duced by Congressman Edward T. Taylor, 
of Colorado, which p to make pos- 
sible under easy conditions, and with the 
help of the government, the production of 
food upon private and public lands within 
reclamation projects. : 
bes the terms of the bill, Mr. Taylor 
would open to owners or tenants of un- 
cultivated private lands in the various 
reclamation projects the 2 taper: A to 
secure water for irrigation for a period 
not extending beyond Bec. 81, 1990, by the 


small payment of “not less than the an- 
nual operation and maintenance charge 
fixed by the public notice, plus 2 per cent 
of the construction charge.” Provision is 
also made that the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture may lease uncultivated public lands 
within such projects. 

Where the secretary finds it imprac- 
ticable to secure a satisfactory guaranty 
of the irrigation and cultivation of public 
land by individuals, he is.authorized to ar- 
range for the cultivation of such lands 
by contract or with persons under govern- 
ment control or supervision; and where the 
secretary finds it impracticable to secure 
a satisfactory guaranty of the cultivation 
of private lands, to which the reclamation 
service can deliver water, he is authorized 
in the public interest, and as a war meas- 
ure, after due notice to the owner, to un- 
dertake by. contract, or by government 
forces, the cultivation of those lands, and 
to make reasonable compensation to the 
owners, taking into full consideration the 
benefit to the lands of the improvements 
necessary to bring them into cultivation, 
such as clearing, leveling, ditching, fenc- 
ing and other necessary improvements. 

By the bill, a sum of $5,000,000 would 
be appropriated to carry out the yen 
sions of the act, the government to be re- 
imbursed from the selling of crops pro- 
duced under the provisions. This bill, if 
passed, would open the way for the gov- 
ernment to engage directly in the business 
of growing and selling crops of necessary 
ae eee There may not be much 
precedent in this country for such pro- 
cedure, but other countries afford ample 
precedents where, by direct participation 
in meeting the demands of the public, the 
government has taken the position of a 
producer and seller of products. 

Secretary Franklin K. Lane, of the 
Department of the Interior, to whom Mr. 
Taylor’s bill was referred for report, im- 
mediately made an extended and favor- 
able reply, in which he said: “I beg to urge 
upon you an early consideration of the bill 
to stimulate the production of food upon 
private and public lands within reclama- 
tion projects.” Secretary Lane states that 
the government has something more than 
700,000 acres of land within its reclama- 
tion projects, upon which water might be 
placed this season, and adds that the pro- 
posed bill would o a way by which all 
of the private and public lands in these 
projects could be utilized. He expresses 
the hope that it will be done in a wholesale 
way by the creation of an equipped and 
mobile organization of farm labor. 

He adds that this hope is that all of 
these acres may be impressed immediately 
into public service, and that on each proj- 
ect there may be organized at once a “war 
maintenance corps,” the business of which 
will be to see that all idle acres are put to 
use and that all farm labor acts so far as 
practicable as a unit. Each company in 
this maintenance corps should have as 
preg A on. plows, harrows and seeders as 
can be bought or borrowed. Around these 
implements the farmers should be organ- 
ized just as they are organized around a 
field ,» and each of these companies 
should move from field to field until the 
land allotted to it in the project has been 
plowed and planted. In this way, with 
adequate inery and competent farm- 
ers, One man can do the work of 20 or 
more in a day. 

Secretary Lane concludes his letter to 
Mr. Taylor by saying: “Your bill repre- 
sents the beginning of a campaign against 
the holding of lands out of use. With a 
little money and enterprise this campaign 
can be made effective, not only against 
idle lands on our reclamation projects, but 
against the idle lands of the country.” 

Ricuarp B. Warrovs. 





OHIO MILLERS’ MEETING 


Association Elects New Officers—Indorse« Se- 
lective Draft and Universal Liability to 
Military Service—Many Papers Read - 


Totepo, Ouro, April 28.—The annual 
meeting of the Ohio Millers’ State Agsso- 
ciation was held at the Southern Hotel, 
Columbus, the afternoon of April 25 and 
morning of April 26, with a dinner, pre- 
sided over by M. L. Finnell, of Osborn, 
as toastmaster, the evening of April 25. 

President T. J. Hanley presided at the 
meetings. The report of Frank H. Tan- 
ner, secretary and treasurer, showed the 
association to be in a very prosperous 
condition, with the largest membership it 
has ever enjoyed. Secretary Tanner, in 
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his re reviewed briefly the various 
activities of the year. 

The address of welcome was made by 
the Hon. George J. Karb, mayor of Co- 
lumbus, and response for the association 
was made by Charles E. Gwinn, 

L. B. Miller, of the Ansted & Burk Co., 
Springfield, read a paper on the Qhio- 
made flour campaign which has recently 
been conducted. This campaign was par- 
ticipated in by 48 mills, representing a 
daily capacity of somewhat less than 5,000 
bbls. The total fund expended was about 
$4,000, 114 papers being used in adver- 
tising, and 21,000 letters being sent to the 
trade during the period of 15 weeks. 
Cookbooks were also circulated. Mr. 
Miller pointed out that the benefits from 
the campaign were more appreciable to 
mills which carried, at the same time, in- 
dividual advertising in connection with 
the general advertising. 

H. G. Dumont gave a talk on the value 
to millers of statistical information. B. 
W. Marr, of the Gwinn Milling Co., Co- 
lumbus, speaking on ethics in the milling 
business, made a plea for fair dealing by 
the millers with each other and with the 
trade. 

Miss Anna E. Reese, of the Reese Grain 
Co., Chicago, gave a talk on the new grain 
grades, referring to the various confer- 
ences with millers which had been held, 
and the different suggestions which had 
been made as to changes in the tentative 
grades. 

Charles Franke, of the Fostoria City 
Mills, gave some reminiscences of stone 
milling. George D. Wolf, of Baker, 
Vawter & Wolf, Chicago, spoke on mill 
accounting systems. A. N. Lindsay, chief 
inspector weights and measures of Ohio, 
gave a somewhat extended talk on the 
Ohio weights and measures law. 

Various resolutions were passed, the 
most important being those against the 
adoption of either 76 or 86 per cent 
extraction flour; against the 15 per cent 
advance in freight rates; favoring a joint 
meeting of the millers of Ohio, Indiana 
and Michigan, and indorsing universal 
military training and the selective draft 
as advocated by President Wilson. 

Stanley E. Weage, secretary of the 
Michigan State Millers’ Association, was 
present, and spoke briefly in favor of a 
joint meeting of central states millers, 
to be held this summer at Cedar Point, 
or some other suitable place. 

The election of officers resulted in the 
choice of L, B. Miller, Ansted & Burk 
Co., Springfield, president; J. B. Finnell, 
Tranchant & Finnell Co., Osborn, vice- 
president, and Frank H. Tanner, Colum- 
bus, secretary and treasurer. The new 
executive committee consists of E. M. 
Stults, Buckeye Cereal Co., Massillon; 
W. M. Coup, Northwestern Elevator & 
Mill Co., Mount Vernon; J. A. Long, 
London Mill Co; L. S. Dewey, Dewey 
Bros., Blanchester, and Charles Franke, 
Fostoria. 

Among millers, not already mentioned, 
who were present, were H. J. Bebout, 
Loudonville Mill & Grain Co; H. W. Fish, 
Marion National Mill Co; Lee F. Gray- 
bill, Warwick Co., Massillon; O. E. 
Gwinn, C. S. Heiston, Lester Dye, and 
Carl D. Vittum, Gwinn Milling Co., Co- 
lumbus; J. Lee Krumm and W. J. Mc- 
Donald, Krumm Milling Co., Columbus; 
W. D. Holloway, Monroeville Milling Co; 
J. C. Miller, Hardesty Milling Co., Canal 
Dover; George B. Percy, Buckeye Cereal 
Co., Massillon, and J. A. Wells, Williams 
Bros. Co., Kent. 

Allied interests were represented as 
follows: Chatfield & Woods Sack Co., by 
L. B. Wilson; Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co., 
by C. E. Linn; Sprout-Waldron & Co., 
by James J. Pollard; Cleveland-Akron 
Bag Co., by O. C. Finn; Invincible Grain 
Cleaner Co., by Bert Eesley; Thomas 
Philipps. Co., by J. J. Whaley; Huntley 
Mfg. Co., by A. G. Garman; S. Howes 
Co., by J. E. Gambrill; Cleveland ‘Grain 
Co., by C. B. Helm; Southworth & Co., 
by E. L. Southworth; J. F. Zahm & Co., 
by Fred Mayer; the Jaite Co., by W. H. 
Davis; Rosenbaum Bros., by George E. 
Newman; J. Rosenbaum Grain Co., by 
E. J. Martin; Armour Grain Co., by K. 
Vv. R. Nicol; Neola Elevator Co., by 
George N. Vogt; Hales & Edwards Co., 
by F. M. Anderson; Reese Grain Co., by 
Miss Anna E, Reese and Miss M. M. 
Snyder; Bemis-Indianapolis Bag Co., by 
O. King, and Bodmers Silk, by John J. 
O’Brien and K. A, Sheridan. 

W. H. Wicern, Jr. 
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The flour market this week was prac- 
tically at a standstill, due to unsettled 
conditions and advance in wheat prices, 
and there were fewer sales than at any 

revious time on the crop year. Mills were 
oath to give quotations, which showed a 
wide variation. In some cases, prices were 
advanced $1@1.50 bbl on the week. 

In the South, as for several weeks, deal- 
ers bought only when necessary. Ship- 
ping directions on old contracts were 
good. Orders booked for the week were 
small, and par f represented a consum- 
ing trade. Resellers are still a disturbing 
element, but even they could not interest 
buyers at prevailing prices. 

Cables are infrequent, and foreign 
trade for the week appears to have been 
confined to a few small lots to South 
America. Export sales seem to depend 
upon an excited wheat market, giving mill- 
ers an opportunity to pick up offers when 
a break in prices permits them to reach 
buyer’s limit. 

Local mills and mill representatives re- 
ported trade dull. No grade of flour 
seems to be wanted in any quantity, and 
buyers actually in need of supplies claim 
they cannot pay the prices asked. A few 
bakers and jobbers tried to buy at lower 
prices, but mills refused to make conces- 
sions. 

Nominal quotations at the close: hard 
winter fancy patent, $13@13.50; straight, 
$12.50@12.75; first clear, $11.25@11.60; 
second clear, $10.25@10.70; low-grade, $9 
@9.50,—jute. Soft winter fancy patent, 
$13.10@13.60; second patent, $12.50@ 
12.60; extra fancy, $11.40@11.70; second 
clear, $10.80@11; low-grade, $9.25@9.75, 
—jute or cotton. Pacific Coast soft wheat 
fancy patent, $13@13.40; straight, $12.40 
@12.60; cut-off, $11.30@11.60,—jute. 
Spring wheat patent, $13.20@13.40; first 
clear, $12.20@12.40,—jute. White rye, 
$11.55; dark, $10.65. 

Millfeed continues moderately active, 
although demand is not so keen, and prices 
rule steady. There was a fair demand for 
middlings at somewhat firmer prices, but 
all other grades were slow. Dealers have 
their current requirements taken care of, 
and mills are not offering for future de- 
livery. Track cars of hard bran were 
offered at $2.05, and a few for immediate 
shipment at $2. 


FLOUR OUTPUT 


The flour output of the St. Louis mills, 
with a weekly capacity of 50,400 bbls, for 
the week pase os April 28 was 36,800, rep- 
resenting 73 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 33,400, or 66 per cent, last 
week, 37,400, or 74 per cent, a year ago, 
and 31,400, or 62 per cent, in 1915. 

Outside mills, with a weekly capacity 
of 77,400 bbls, the product of which is sold 
from St. Louis, made 55,900, representing 
72 per cent, compared with 53,000, or 68 
per cent, last week, 56,900, or 73 per cent, 
a year ago, and 44,200, or 57 per cent, in 
1915. 

CEREALS AND FEED 


Buying of rye flour is not active, but a 
few small local sales are made daily. 
Prices were advanced about 75c on the 
week, 

It is impossible to make quotations on 
wheat screenings. However, a few small 
lots were worked at the advance. Spelt 
sold at $2.50 per 100 lbs during the week, 
but very little demand at that price. Bar- 
ley screenings are scarce, but. - urgent 
demand. 

Mill oats were offered at 72c bu today, 
with no takers, and would be nominally 
quoted at about 68c. There was a steady 
advance on No. 3 white, some bringing as 


high as 75c. The range today was 73@74c, 
with a fair demand at the decline. 


NOTES . 

Members of the Merchants’ Exchange 
May 27 adopted new rates and a minimum 
charge for commissions. 

J. W. Craig, Philadelphia representative 
of Shane Bros. & Wilson Co., Minneapolis, 
was on ’change this week. 

C. F,. Sparks, treasurer of the Sparks 
Milling Co., Alton, Ill., has returned to 
St. Louis from a visit to the Northwest. 

A car of choice No. 2 red winter wheat 
sold in St. Louis this week at $3.10, the 
highest price obtained so far on the crop. 

W. H. Lumsden has been appointed 
sales-manager of the Werthan Bae Co., 
of St. Louis, with headquarters in this 
city. 

G. W. Kahle, of the Werthan Bag Co., 
who returned this week from Indiana and 
Ohio, stated that he found the growing 
wheat crop in good condition. 

Edward E. Kiddle, of the Pioneer 
Flouring Mill Co., Island City, Oregon, 
and E. R. McDonald, manager of the Mc- 
Donald Milling Co., Atchison, Kansas, 
were in St. Louis this week. 

Harry H. Langenberg and John L. 
Messmore will represent the Merchants’ 
Exchange at the conference of allied grain 
trade, Interstate Commerce Commission 
and Council of National Defense, at 
Washington, May 1. The same committee 
will also represent. the exchange at the 
Council of Grain Exchanges meeting in 
Washington, May 4. 


LOUISIANA 

New Onteans, La., April 28.—Flour 
prices are higher than ever. The advance 
during the week is over $1 bbl. Kansas 
mills quote 95 per cent hard wheat patent 
at $13.85@13.95 in 98-lb cottons, for ship- 
ment within 60 days. One Oklahoma mill 
lately offered a straight at $12.50, in 
98-lb cottons. 

Hard wheat clears were offered for 
prompt shipment at $10.50@11, in 148-lb 
jutes. This size, however, is not as easily 
sold here as 98-lb cottons, being mostly 
used by merchants who repack. Minne- 
sota patents were offered at $13.30@13.90. 
Soft wheat flours ranged $12.55@14 dur- 
ing the week, according to date of offers 
and grades. 

Spot flours obtained holders’ prices; 
prior to this week they were discounting 
mill values by $1 bbl. Transactions were 
unusual, some lots selling several times 
over, with a fair profit on each resale. 
The high prices caused all flour merchants 
and many jobbers to demand cash for 
flour, which has been sold heretofore on 
terms of 30 and 45 days, car lots and less. 

Kansas brought $12.50@13.50; spring 
wheat flour, 15@20c less; soft wheat pat- 
ents, $13.50@14.25; corn flour, $8.50@ 
8.80,—in 98-Ib cottons. Several lots of 
clears and low-grades, unable to move for 
export, and rejected, were on the market 
at $10.25 and $9, respectively, in 200-lb 
jutes. Corn and oats were in good de- 
mand from both local and export trade. 

Bran, on track, $2.23 per 100 lbs, 
tagged. Corn, bulk on track: No, 3 yel- 
low, $1.62 bu; No. 3 mixed, $1.61; No. 3 
white, $1.68. Oats, bulk on track: No. 2 
white, 8014c bu; No. 2 mixed, 78c. Corn 
products: corn meal, $7.30 bbl; cream 
meal, $8.25@8.35; grits, $8.35@8.45; hom- 
iny, $8.60@8.85. , 





NOTES 

Cars are still hard to obtain. 

Grain inspected since April 1: wheat, 
701 cars; corn, 277; oats, 1,082; barley, 
205. 

Stocks in elevators: wheat, 1,523,000 
bus; corn, 113,000; oats, 478,000; barley, 


Among visitors this week were J. B. M. 


Wilcox, James H. Kirke and Roy Suy- 
dam, of the Ismert-Hincke Milling Co., of 
Kansas City, and George W. Hoyland, of 
the New Era Milling Co., Arkansas City, 
Kansas. : 

Representatives of 75 per cent of the 
master bakers in New Orleans, at a meet- 
ing held Thursday night, decided that, 
after May 1, no stale bread would be 
taken back. They also are asking the 
public to buy the 10c loaf in preference 
to the 5c one. The former is gaining in 
favor. 

There are indications of federal action 
to relieve the car shortage in the South, 
which is the only thing standing in the 
way of a tremendous industrial develop- 
ment of this section with the entrance of 
the country into war. Every traffic man 
in the country has urged for years that 
the railroads pool their equipment, and 
shipping interests in the South will be 
asked to get behind the plan and request 
immediate action by the government. 

Grorcrt L. Ferry. 


MINNEAPOLIS AND NORTHWEST 


(Continued from page 326.) 
average prices paid to farmers at country 
points in the Northwest were: for No. 1 
northern, $2.38 bu; for No. 2 northern, 
$2.35; for light-weight, $1.95. 

May wheat in Minneapolis is lower than 
in any other market in the country. At 
the close today (May 1) Minneapolis May 
is 14c under Chicago, 27c under Kansas 
City and 32c under St. Louis. 

Kansas City and St. Louis buyers are 
inquiring for No. 1 hard, No. 1 northern, 
blue-stem, and No. 2 hard Montana wheat, 
in Minneapolis. Small sales were reported 
almost daily throughout the week to go 
south. 

Choice No. 1 northern wheat from Can- 
ada is selling in Minneapolis at 25c over 
May. Buyers bid 20c over for the same 
grade to arrive. During the week Cana- 
dian shippers were asking for bids on 
round lots of wheat, but no sales were 
reported. Off-grade Canadian wheat, of 
which there is considerable in Minneapolis, 
is hard to sell. Good 51-lb wheat will bring 
about 12c under Minneapolis May. 

TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 

B. Riedy, who was recently appointed 
general agent for the Alton road at Min- 
neapolis, arrived April 30 to assume his 
new duties. 

Minneapolis millers declare that the car 
situation could hardly be worse than it is. 
It is virtually impossible to get cars for 
eastern loading.’ The opening of the lake 
season has not afforded the relief that was 
expected. 

Based on lake-and-rail carriage to the 
Atlantic seaboard, through rates on flour 
from Minneapolis were today (April 30) 
quoted, in cents per 100 lbs, for prompt 
shipment (14 days): To Aberdeen, 147; 
Baltic basis, 222; Bristol, 139; Cardiff, 
148; Christiania, 222; Dundee, 147; Hull, 
152; Leith, 147; Liverpool, 130; St. John’s, 
N. F., 103.8. 

Some of the biggest milling and grain 
companies in Minneapolis, through their 
principals, have filed a formal protest 
against the Minneapolis Traffic Association 
opposing the proposed 15 per cent in- 
crease in freight rates asked by the rail- 
roads of the country. The signers of the 
protest express their belief that the car- 
riers should be granted an immediate 

eneral increase in rates and that read- 
justments, if any are necessary, be made 
later according to findings of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission. 


CEREALS AND FEED 


Mill oats are strong at 55@64c bu, bulk, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

Rye flour is 30c bbl higher for the week, 
with demand limited. 

Cracked corn and ground feed have 
been advanced 50c@$1.50 ton in the last 
week. 

The Blaisdell Milling Co., Mi 
has rnoved its office into the new Metropoli- 
tan Bank Building. 

Screenings are in fair demand and 
unchanged in though supplies are a 
little heavier than they have been for some 
time. 

Strength in corn has caused an advance 
of 80c in corn meal to the basis of 
$7.80@7.90 bbl, in sacks, f.o.b. Minne- 


apolis. 
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Seeding in the Northwest 
MINNESOTA 

Osakis Milling Co., Osakis: Wheat-secd- 
ing 90 per cent completed. Weather f.- 
vorable for germination. Plenty of good 
seed wheat. 

Eagle Roller Mill Co, New Uln: 
Wheat-seeding completed over week ayo, 
Acreage same as last year. Weather good 
for wheat so far. ; 

New Prague Flouring Mill Co., New 
Prague: Wheat-seeding completed. Pro)- 
ably 5 per cent increase in acreage. Soil 
conditions very . 

Chippewa Milling Co. Montevideo: 
Wheat about all in, but seed used of poor 
quality compared with last year. About 
same acreage. Weather a little too cold, 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


Lake Preston Milling Co., Lake Preston: 
Wheat acreage 25 per cent under normal, 
mainly owing to weather. Wheat-seeding 
nearly finished. Bad weather—rain, snow 
and cold—every day. Farmers can’t work 
in fields. No work done yet in cornfields, 

Aberdeen National Bank, Aberdeen: 
Forty per cent wheat-seeding done. Late 
spring and excessive moisture cause 25 
per cent decrease in wheat acreage. 

Henry Neill, Aberdeen: Poor seeding 
weather—cold and wet. In James River 
valley, wheat-seeding nearly finished in 
April; somewhat later in other sections of 
South Dakota. About same acreage as 
last year. More corn and- barley will 
probably be planted. 

E. H. Sexauer, Geo. P. Sexauer & Son, 
Brookings: Wheat-seeding nearly com- 
pleted, but very little grain has appeared 
above the ground yet. Estimate 25 per 
cent decrease in acreage. 

Miner County Milling & Lighting Co., 
Howard: Wheat-seeding nearly completed. 
Acreage less than last year. Farmers have 
lost two crops out of three by rust. Weath- 
er cold and wet. Sunshine needed to stim- 
ulate growth of plant, which is rooting 
well. 

NORTH DAKOTA 


Cavalier Milling Co., Cavalier: Seeding 
delayed by wet weather. About 60 per 
cent done. Wheat acreage increase, 5 to 
10 per cent. Weather cold. Plenty of 
moisture and, with warm weather, growth 
will be good. 

Russell-Miller Milling Co., Dickinson: 
Wheat-seeding 50 per cent completed; in- 
crease of 20 per cent over last year. Field- 
work retarded by frost and snow, but 
farmers are putting forth every effort to 
get as much grain in as possible. 

Russell-Miller Milling Co., Mandan: 
Seeding 65 per cent completed. On ac- 
count of cold, wet weather, acreage will 
not be larger than last year. Weather cold 
and wet. 

Lidgerwood Mill Co. Lidgerwood: 
Seeding completed around here, but not 
over 25 per cent completed in southeastern 
part of North Dakota, owing to heavy 
snow. No increase in wheat acreage; 20 
per cent increase in winter rye. Owing to 
cold, wet weather, grain is making rather 
unsatisfactory progress. Need bright, 
windy weather. heat deliveries satisfac- 
tory, mostly 1915 wheat. 

Harvey Milling Co., Harvey: Some 
farmers finished seeding up to corn plant- 
ing. Early sown fields coming up nicely; 
plenty of moisture. Warm, growing 
weather wanted. 

Grafton Roller Mill Co., Grafton: Seed- 
ing 75 to 80 per cent completed. Weather 
has been unfavorable, but fields are now 
in good shape. No increase in acreage. 


VAN DUSEN HARRINGTON REPORT 


The Van Dusen Harrington Co., Minne- 
apolis: In Minnesota, s ng will average 































. from 80 to 90 per cent completed in the 


southern portion, the central part about 
50 per cent, and the northern from 3° to 
40 per cent. In South Dakota, it is from 
10 days to two weeks behind last year. 
We. estimate the average of small grain 
seeding throughout the state about 40 to 50 
per cent completed. Undoubtedly there 
will be an inerease in the barley acreage, 
as well as corn and oats. 

North Dakota conditions are spotted. In 


the southern and eastern sections seceding 


will ave about 50 per cent comp!cted. 
In other localities, rane snow have de- 
layed work, and in some places only #)0"'t 
10 per cent of the seeding is reported. In 
our southern territory some of odie > 
sown grain is and in good condition. 
Winter rye is reported satisfactory 
throughout the territory. 
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The stringency in flour to which I re- 
ferred last week continues unabated, ex- 
tending to every section of the market. 
Bakers can only get from millers in this 
city cnough flour to keep on with, while 
the supply of country flour is running 
out. As for over-sea flour of mn | grade, 
it grows scarcer every day, with prices 
ever rising. It is believed that arrivals of 
over-sca Wheat in this country are not un- 
satisfactory, but the commission holds it 
very tightly, and only allows millers 
enough for immediate needs. This policy 
of conservation may of course be justified 
by the outlook, 

“The food controller has brought millers 
here, and everywhere, to book, with regu- 
lations intended to severely limit compe- 
tition between them. » Flour must be quot- 
ed ex-mill, and the cost of delivery added 
to the ex-mill price, with the proviso that 
the miller must make nothing out of his 
transport charge. The admitted object is 
to check long railway haulage for flour or 
other goods. 

Last Monday the mills here raised their 
price from 59@61s to 60@61s, to which 
has now to be added the transport charge 
of-6d for the first four miles and 2d for 
every additional two miles. 

Meanwhile, country flour has practically 
slipped out of the London market. This 
is due to the increasing scarcity and the 
consequently high price of English wheat. 
Whereas imported wheat is controlled by 
the commission, the farmer may charge 
what he likes, and as for six weeks to come 
fieldwork will absorb all his energies, he 
has little wheat to offer, and then only at 
ahigh price. 

While Australians are offered at 83s 
cif. English milling wheat is held at 
93s per qr of 504 lbs, delivered in London. 
In the country, native wheat is relatively 
as dear as in this city, nominal quotations 
being around 68s@64s 6d ex-rail in Lon- 
don, but trade, for the moment, is dead. 

Over-sea flour is at famine prices; that 
is, if available for delivery. much as 
72s ex-store has been made within the past 
few days for a Minnesota patent; any 
flour of this description is worth today 
69@i2s. American spring wheat clears 
are eagerly sought for, and fetch bi 
prices, irrespective of color; a fancy mar! 
made 68s 6d enabere the other day, while 
a first clear is worth 67s ex-store whenever 
it can be found. ' 

Kansas good patents are extremely 
scarce, but a tet atent made 67s 6d 
ex-store recently. A first patent is worth 
§9@70s ex-store if available. 

Monit exports are worth 69@71s ex- 
store, 

Australian flour is very searce on spot, 
and 6Ss 6d was paid recently for an all- 
white flour; a 78 per cent has made 67s 6d 
ex-store, 

There is a little Japanese on spot held 
at 66s (d@6%s ex-store. 

LOW-GRADE FLOUR 

There is a keen demand for low-grade 
flour, icluding red dog, which is not su 
posed to be suitable for human food. 
that as it may, a ¢.i.f. sale of the latter at 
4 price equal to 50s 6d per 280 Ibs, landed, 
was recently made. A high price to give 
for feed. “Low le, not fit for much 
more than dog it, would make on 
Spot about 58s per 280 Ibs. 








OATMEAL 


Oatmeal is ever rising, and today Aber- 
deen is worth £41 per ton, while Mid- 


lothian is at £43 10s@£44 10s. For 
American coarse, medium and fine vari- 
eties, £41 is wanted. 


MILLFEED 

Millfeed, which has been on the slump 
for some time, is now picking up again. 
Possibly the reported intention of the 
authorities to keep as much corn as pos- 
sible for human consumption has some- 
thing to do with this. Today ordinary 
bran is worth £12@£12 5s per ton, while 
coarse middlings are held at £14@£14 5s. 


THE MONEY SITUATION 
Money has been superabundant through- 


out the week on account of government 
disbursements, and at times loans were 
obtainable at 244@S3 per cent. Rates are 


now firmer, 3@4 per cent having to be 
paid for day-to-day loans and 4@41%, 
for seven-day loans. 

A feature of the week has been the 
issue of £50,000,000 treasury bills. It is 
understood that large amounts were taken 
by discount houses, the Bank of England 
and by some American houses. Today 
something like £30,000,000 in these bills 
matured, but the payment left the mar- 
ket practically within’, funds being 
so abundant. 

In the discount market, business has 
been in a state of suspension during the 
week on account of the tenders for the 
treasury bills, but rates have remained 
steady. Three, four and six months’ bank 
bills are quoted at 45,@4% per cent, and 
trade bills at 5@5%. The bank rate 
remains at 51% per cent. 

The stock markets were today encour- 
aged by the news from America, and 
more disposition to operate was prevalent, 
but business was checked by the approach 
of the Easter holidays. 


INCREASED FOOD PRODUCTION 

There is no doubt that there will be a 
large increased acreage in the United 
Kingdom this year of grains of all kinds. 
A large number of motor and tractor 
plows , a been put to work -on the land, 
especially in the eastern counties. These 
are working by night as well as by day. 
During the dark hours, light is furnished 
by powerful acetylene lamps, which are 
set up in the fields being plowed. 

Plowing with motors, prior to the war, 
was not done to any extent in England, 
but it is thought that in future there will 
be a large increase in this method, as it is 
reported that farmers are not only well 
satisfied with the work done but are great- 
ly surprised at what can be accomplished 
with a gallon of oil. Provided the season 
is favorable, the production of cereals of 
oe ‘kind, cud thie @f getetees, in the 
United Kingdom will be large this year. 


NOTES 

The demand for corn and rice flours 
continues . A number of importers 
are trying to make purchases, but experi- 
ence ulty in obtaining quotations, 
owing to the scarcity of freight. 

Andrew Law, of Crawford & Law, John 
L. Stevenson, of William Morrison & Son, 
Ltd., William Clark Reid, of McConnell 
& Reid, and W. G. Hunter, of Robert 
Neill, Ltd., all of Glasgow, were in Lon- 
don this week, having come as a delega- 
tion, Dyer in an unofficial character, to 
confer with Canadian government officials 
regarding the exportation of flour from 
Canada to the Scottish markets. They all 
said that, as far as Glasgow was con- 
cerned, no freight was obtainable for flour. 





LIVERPOOL, APRIL 3 

The foreign flour situation remains un- 
pay ag strong deterrent to busi- 
ness is the pcg g A prices demand- 
ed by holders of better sorts of im- 
ported flours, compared with the ‘ruling 
prices of home manufactured war 
straights. The latter, though inclined to 








be firmer, are unchanged at 60@6ls per 
280 Ibs, and are in good consumptive re- 
quest at these figures, while the former, 
owing to comparative scarcity on spot or 
to arrive, are held for 72s@73s 6d per 
280 Ibs. 

At these extreme figures they are alto- 
gether neglected by buyers for general 
use, and limited sales are only possible to 
occasional consumers for special require- 
ments. The difficulties in regard to future 
business are accentuated by the scarcity 
of ocean transport, which absolutely pro- 
hibits fresh business for shipment. 

Low-grade flours are in moderate re- 
quest, though held for full prices on spot 
or to arrive, while no offers for shipment 
are available at the moment. 

FROM THE TRADE 

Fennell, Spence & Co., Liverpool: For- 
eign flour is again dearer, and very little 
is offering of any grade. For American 
winter wheat flour, 76 per cent extraction, 
62s 6d was bid, but the mill’s price was 
67s 6d. Minneapolis millers are out of 
the market for all grades, owing to the 
difficulty of securing freight. A line of 
Canadian second clear sold at 53s c.i.f. 
Liverpool, April seaboard. 

For linseed cake the spot price is £18 
10s; £18 5s was bid to American mills for 
July-August shipment, but the price is far 
below their ideas. 


SCOTTISH MARKETS, APRIL 2 

No flour importers have been quoting 
during the past week, as the government 
seems to have taken up all the available 
supplies. None of the mills on your side 
are able to offer. In fact, some of the 
purchases for December shipment have 
not yet come forward. 

ome millers are booked up with or- 
ders, and cannot tackle all they have 
offered them. They do not get over-much 
wheat from the government, and have to 
make what they have spin out as far as 
ssible. It is reported that some of them 
ave fair supplies. 

The advance in the price of bread in 
Glasgow has not caused any slackening in 
demand. People must eat something, and 
the scarcity of potatoes has put them 
more onto bread. 

Home millers have been quoting soft 
flour at 61s and 62s@62s 6d for strong, 
while some of the English millers have 
been securing 2s@2s 6d above these prices, 
owing to the color of their flour being a 
little superior. 


EDINBURGH AND LEITH MARKETS 


East of Scotland bakers have up to 
_— recently ‘_ ye largely upon the 

our importers for their needs, but of 
late they have been compelled to depend 
almost solely on their local miller. So 
long as the government keeps down the 
price of wheat, there can be no rushing 
3 of the home-milled stuff. Any parcels 
of white flour that are knocking about are 
swiftly bought up at sometimes 10s above 
the value of the home-milled flour, being 
used for bringing up the color of the 
bread 


The Edinburgh Millers’ Association has 
fixed the price of the government regula- 
tion straight-run flour at 63s per 280 Ibs. 
For the best Midlothian oatmeal the price 
was fixed at 96s per 280 lbs. 

The Edinburgh and Leith Master Bak- 
ers’ Association has raised the price of the 
4-Ib loaf one halfpenny, making the retail 
price 111444. 


IRISH MARKETS, APRIL 2 

If anything, things are more cheerful 
in the foreign flour trade. For one thing, 
there has been an arrival of over 20,000 
sacks of flour, all strong, which was badly 
wanted, not only because it was bought 
some time ago at a cheap price, but also 
because of the great dearth of flours with 
some body in them. None of it is for sale, 











-new. business coul 


every pound having been sold as far back 
as Christmas for shipment, and there are 
further quantities to come in. 

There have been some offers for ship- 
ment, millers evidently having been able 
to get freight room, and a little business 
was done although the volume was small 
and the price high. Home millers are very 
busy. A large cargo of foreign wheat re- 
page | arrived has put them in good shape 
for delivering. They are hard put to it to 
supply the demand, and are working night 
and day. 

Prices of Minneapolis flours have moved 
up. Some old white flour, which is some- 
where between the mill and Ireland, is 
offerin a to safe arrival at 72s per 
sack. This is cheap, compared with what 
be done at, as offers 
were received for war-grade strong flour 
at the above figure net, c.i.f. Belfast or 
Dublin, and the flour could have been 
landed at either port to sell at under 78s 
per sack and give a profit. Despite the 
fact that buyers are needy, nobody could 
be found to face the price. 

A recent arrival of Kansas flour had all 
been disposed of previously for shipment, 
but there were indications that resellers 
might let a few small lots go at 70s, full 
delivered terms. There is, however, really - 
very little to be done for anything nearer 
than April shipment, for which position 
mills are now quoting 71s net, c.i.f., war 
risk extra. 

Cables received during the week offered 
very common grades of Manitoba flours 
at 67s net, cif. Belfast, and 68s 6d, same 
terms, Dublin. One or two sales were 
made. Compared with Minneapolis and 
other classes, it was looked on as good 
value for those who really need good 
strong flour. 

Australian flours have been offered at 
74s, full landed terms, Belfast or Dublin, 
and as they are on passage they are only 
offered subject to safe arrival. 

Of American soft winters there is noth- 
ing offering on spot or for shipment, the 
latter position being impossible. Some old 
white flour turned up during the week, 
and is being retailed at 78s per sack, full 
landed terms, Belfast or Dublin. It was 
very soon picked up, but the total quan- 
tity did not amount to more than about 
3,000 bags. 

Mill offals are a puzzling market. While 
Irish mills keep very firm for broad 
bran at about £14, with small red at £12 
10s, English millers are at least £1 per 
ton under these figures, but shortage of 
freight room from English ports keeps 
age oe: weak. Pollards are very free- 
ly offered, and are mostly unsalable except 
in small retail lots. Belfast and Dublin 
prices are now in the neighborhood of £16 
per ton, despite the fact that English quo- 
tations are only about £13. Stocks are 
heavy in both Belfast and Dublin, but are 
omeey, held, and no reduction in price is 
noticeable, despite the bad demand. 

Linseed cakes are still very firm. Ameri- 
cans are offering at £19 10s, ex-quay, Bel- 
fast or Dublin. Decorticated cottonseed 
cakes are £19, and meal £18, per ton, 
both ex-quay. 





Northwestern Flour Output—Exports 
The attached tables show the flour output 
and foreign shipments and approximate con- 
sumption of wheat by mills of Minneapolis 
and Duluth; also by 65 “outside” mills with 
a daily capacity of 55,300 bbis, from Sept. 1, 
1916, to April 21, 1917, with comparisons, in 
bbis (000’s omitted): 
c—Output—, -—Exports—, 
1916-17 1915-16 1916-17 1916-16 
Minneapolis ...11,225 14,137 701 8 1,239 
Duluth-Superior 687 1.085 69 73 
65 outside mills 6,195 8,452 134 187 





Totals...... 18,107 23,624 894 1,499 
The same mills consumed wheat in this 

period, in bus (000’s omitted), as follows: 
1916-17 1916-16 








Minneapolis .......-ceeeeeee 560,512 63,616 
Duluth-Superior ... 3,092 4,658 
65 outside mills ... 27,877 38,034 

RET errr rr erat 81,481 106,308 
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LATE FLOUR ACCEPTANCES 


Effect of Delayed Telegrams on Contracts— 
The Law on Acceptances Out of Hours 
—Damages Collectible 


A miller, upon receipt of a bid for 
flour subject to “acceptance to reach us 
by 9:30 a.m.,” wires an acceptance, filing 
the message at 8:05 am. ‘The message 
does not reach the buyer until in the 
afternoon. It is generally accepted that 
no trade results, since the buyer’s condi- 
tion, as to time of receipt of acceptance, 
has not been complied with. 

Assuming that the miller, regarding 
the flour as sold, buys the wheat and the 
market goes down, has he a claim against 
the telegraph company? 


2. In a similar circumstance, the mill’s 
message of acceptance reaches the buyer 
at 2 pm. The market having advanced 
during the day, the buyer construes the 
acceptance as binding, waiving the “re- 
ceipt before 9:30” condition. Is the mill 
bound in spite of the fact that, through a 
call by its salesman on the buyer at 1 
p.m., it knows that the telegram of ac- 
ceptance was delayed? 


3. In general, is a wire acceptance un- 
der these conditions a “jug-handled” ar- 
rangement, the buyer not being held if 
receipt of the mill’s acceptance is de- 
layed beyond 9:30, but the mill being held 
no matter how late its.message may be 
delivered ? 

In the latter case, what recourse has 
the mill against the telegraph company 
when a loss results? 

* * 


THE LEGAL INTERPRETATION 


Construing the law upon these points, 
A. L. H. Street, attorney, says: 

A miller has a valid claim against the 
telegraph company, if the delay in de- 
livery of message be attributable to neg- 
ligence or other fault of the company. 

Delay in delivering a telegram may be 
legally excused by showing an unavoid- 
able interruption in the working of the 
wires, or any other cause which negatives 
carelessness. 

Assuming that the delay was negligent, 
the question remains, What is the meas- 
ure of recoverable damage? 

If by reason of being written in cipher 
code, or for other reason, there was 
nothing to apprise the telegraph company 
that the message related to a contract of 
sale, liability is limited to nominal dam- 
ages, plus cost of transmission. 

Before a telegraph company can be 
held responsible for loss sustained under 
its negligent handling of a business mes- 
sage, it must appear that the company 
was apprised that the telegram contained 
an offer to buy or to sell, for it is a fun- 
damental principle of the law of con- 
tracts that breach of an agreement does 
not render one liable for larger damages 
than were fairly within the contemplation 
of the parties at the time of the making 
of the contract. 

Knowing that a message carries an 
offer to buy or sell goods having a fluctu- 
ating value, the telegraph company is 
bound to foresee any damages that may 
follow from its negligent handling of the 
telegram, through a rising or falling 
market. 

But in this connection it is important 
to note that the damages must be fixed 
with reference to market values existing 
at the time and place for delivery fixed 
in the contract which has been avoided by 
the negligence of the telegraph company. 

The courts seem to agree that the meas- 
ure of damage in a case like that here 
presented is the excess of the price at 
which the miller would have sold the flour, 
had his acceptance been delivered to the 
buyer within a reasonable time, above the 
market value of the flour at the time and 
place it was to have been delivered under 
the proposed contract. 

No fluctuation of the market after the 
contract time for delivery can increase or 
diminish the telegraph company’s lia- 
bility. 

* #* « 

The buyer could not convert the belated 
acceptance into a binding contract with- 
out the miller’s assent. The miller was 
entitled to rely upon the condition im- 

by the buyer as to time for receipt 
of the acceptance as operating to his own 
benefit should market prices advance 
after 9:30 a.m., the same as the buyer 
could rely upon the condition as avoid- 
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ing a contract should market prices drop 
in the meantime. 

In effect, it was mutually understood 
that no contract was to result, in the 
absence of further negotiations, unless 
completed by arrival of the acceptance 
by 9:30 a.m. 

The mere fact that the miller’s sales- 
man ascertained that delivery of the tele- 
gram had been delayed could not amount 
to the miller’s assent to the making of a 
contract after 9:30. It would be neces- 
sary to show (1) that the salesman 
agreed that the belated acceptance might 
be treated as a continuing offer to sell, 
and (2) that the salesman was authorized 
by the miller to enter into such agree- 
ment. 





PACIFIC NORTHWEST WHEAT 
Mill Reports as to Prospects for Crop in 
Montana, Washington, Idaho, Wyoming 
and California 


MONTANA 

The acreage of winter and spring wheat 
and the condition of winter wheat and 
progress of spring seeding, according to 
reports received from various mills and 
other sources, are as follows: 

Hamilton Cereal & Flour Mill Co: Too 
early to tell much about winter wheat, but 
it should be in good condition, as it has 
had a blanket of snow all winter; 
acreage about same as last year. Spring 
wheat acreage under favorable conditions 
will be double that of last season, princi- 
pally marquis. Seeding begun. 

Kalispell Flour Mill Co: Winter wheat 
acreage 40 per cent less than last year; 
condition good. Spring late, seeding will 
not begin for 10 days; spring wheat acre- 
age probably 10 to 15 per cent greater 
than last year. 

Inter-Mountain Milling Co., Townsend: 
Acreage of winter wheat probably 15 per 
cent in excess of last year. Condition ex- 
cellent. Spring wheat acreage will be 
about the same as last year. Spring work 
two to three weeks behind. Seeding is 
started on the lower benches. 

Cascade Milling Co: Acreage of winter 
wheat 10 per cent greater than last year. 
Present condition 94 per cent. Spring 
backward, and not much seeding done as 
yet. Believe fully 100 per cent spring 
wheat acreage will be seeded if weather 
permits. 

Montana Elevator Co., Lewistown: Win- 
ter wheat acreage about 20 per cent in- 
crease over 1916. Many complaints of 
winter-killing are heard, but impossible to 
make definite statement on account of 
lateness of spring. Practically nothing has 
been accomplished in spring work. Spring 
wheat acreage possibly 10 per cent in- 
crease, if the weather allows it. 

Montana Millers’ Association: Winter 
wheat in splendid condition. Good spring 
wheat seed for all needs. Amount of 
ground prepared for seeding exceeds any 
previous season, with abundant moisture 
throughout the state. With normal w- 
ing conditions,. harvest of 1917 should 
reach 50,000,000 bus, against 34,000,000 
in 1916. , 

Gallatin Valley Milling Co. Great 
Falls: Increase in winter wheat acreage 
12 to 15 per cent; condition reported good. 
Spring farmwork late, but farmers are 
oe equipment to rush work as soon 
as weather conditions permit. Look for 
an increase of at least 15 per cent in 
spring wheat acreage if weather conditions 
do not interfere. 

Russell-Miller Milling Co., Billings: 
Winter wheat acreage increased probably 
5 per cent; condition very good; spring 
wheat seeding general and, with favorable 
conditions, acreage will be increased about 
50 per cent. 

H. Earl Clack Co., Havre: Winter 
wheat acreage at least 20 per cent in- 
crease; condition 95; increase in spring 
wheat acreage 20 per cent or more, accord- 
ing to weather. 

Royal Milling Co., Great Falls: Winter 
wheat acreage increase about 15 per cent; 
too early to judge condition; estimate 
freezing damage about 10 per cent. Pro- 
vided weather permits immediate entrance 
into the fields, spring wheat acreage will 
show an increase of at least 20 per cent. 


SEEDING IN WASHINGTON 


A week of mild weather has permitted 
rapid headway with spring work, and 


seeding is about completed in some of 
the southern counties and in Grant and 
Adams counties. In the Palouse, on ac- 
count of excessive moisture, and in the 
Big Bend country, seeding is just begin- 
ning. Soil conditions are ideal. 


IDAHO 


The acreage and condition of wheat in 
Idaho as reported by mills is as follows: 


St. Anthony Milling & Elevator Co: 
Winter wheat acreage considerably larger 
than last year; condition 95 per cent. 
Spring wheat acreage will probably be 
increased 30 per cent; seeding not begun. 

Blackfoot Farmers’ Milling Co., Ltd: 
Winter wheat acreage about same as last 
year; condition . Everything points 
to 15 per cent increase in spring wheat 
acreage; seeding late, just starting. 

American Falls Milling Co., Ltd: Win- 
ter wheat acreage, compared with last 
year, 105 per cent; condition 100. Spring 
wheat acreage 10 per cent increase; seed- 
ing not started, prospects never better. 

Lewiston Milling Co. Ltd: Winter 
wheat acreage 60 per cent of last year’s; 
condition 60. Spring work = in lower 
counties, not started in the Palouse and 
prairie counties. There will probably be 
a larger spring wheat acreage, especially 
since considerable fall grain will be re- 
seeded. 

CALIFORNIA 


Sperry Flour Co. San Francisco: 
Wheat, barley and oats acr much 
greater than usual; would say about 25 
per cent more than last year. Summer- 
fallow grain in fine condition; late-sown 
winter grain in comparatively good con- 
dition, but will need more rain to make a 


good yield. 

Henry C. Bunker, chief grain inspector, 
San Francisco: Wheat, oats and barley 
acreage increased. Prospects for a heavy 
yield impaired by absence of late rain, 
and cold weather. 


WYOMING 


J. W. Denio Milling Co., Sheridan: A 
slight increase in winter wheat acreage; 
condition very good; seeding delayed by 
“late spring. With favorable weather from 
now on we will see much heavier acreage, 
compared with a year ago. 


Wheatland Roller Mill Co: Winter 
wheat acreage 10 per cent increase; con- 
dition 60 per cent; progress of spring 
farmwork and seeding 80 per cent; prob- 
able spring wheat acreage, 20 per cent 
increase. 


Wheat Crop—lImportant States 
The crop of wheat grown in important 


states for nine years is shown below in mil- 
lions of bushels, as per government estimate: 


"16 
Pennsylv’nia 26 
Ohio 20 


Michigan ... 
Minnesota . 


Missouri ... 
N. Dakota.. 
8S. Dakota... 

71 68 
Kansas 98 107 177 
Oklahoma .. 30 39 48 
Idaho 16 19 
Washington. 38 61 
Oregon ..... 20 20 
California .. 6.7 
Montana ... 29 42 


Special Notices 


The rate for advertisements in this de- 
Partment is 20 cents per line (seven words 
to the line); minimum charge, $1. 

For the benefit of those out of a position, 
advertisements of Situations Wanted will be 
accepted at one-half the above rate, 10 cents 
per line (seven words to the line); minimum 
charge, 50 cents. 

“Display” advertisements will not be in- 
serted at the line rate, but will be charged 
for at the rate of $3 per column inch. 

Only advertisements entitled to Special 
Notice classification will be accepted for 
publication herein. 

Advertisements under this heading are 
transient and the advertisers’ responsibility 
is not rily v hed for by The North- 
western Miller. 

Copy for advertisements in this depart- 
ment must reach us by Saturday to appear 
in the issue of the following Wednesday. 

Cash should accompany all orders. 




















HELP WANTED 








WANTED AT ONCE—FLOUR PACKER 
and an oiler. Address 602, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 


May 2, 1917 


WANTED—NIGHT MILLER AND sToNe. 
dresser for rolled oats mill; state expcrj. 
a Address National Oats Co., Peoria, 





WANTED — SEVERAL PACKERS anp 
general mill hands; permanent positions. 
write giving full information. Chishoin, 
Milling Co., Ltd., Toronto, Canada. 


A LARGE SPRING WHEAT MILL WANTs 
an experienced salesman for New BDngland 
one who is acquainted with the New Eng. 
land trade and can get the business; no 
others need apply. Address 691, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis, 


ELEVATOR MACHINERY AND SUPPLY 
house wishes to engage services of man 
having mechanical knowledge; must be 
good mixer and would prefer that he have 
some knowledge of flour milling. Address 
582, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis, 


SALESMEN AND BROKERS WANTE)D— 
Kansas mill wants good active brokerage 
connections in several markets in eastern 
and central states and New England right 
away; also three first-class salesmen for 
choice territories in same sections; send 
references with first letter. Address 373 
care Northwestern Miller, Kansas City, Mo. 


SECOND MILLER—KNOWLEDGE OF 
soft wheat milling required, and one with 
some experience in corn milling Preferred; 
night running will be required; must have 
good references; not looking for incompe- 
tents; will start right man at $75 and as 
ability is proved will pay more; good loca- 
tion near Kansas City; cheap rent. Adq- 
dress 686, care Northwestern Miller, Min. 
neapolis, 1 


MILL MANAGER WANTED—MAN WITH 
proper credentials and a sufficient sum of 
money necessary to take complete man- 
agement of 200-bbi flour mill, all modern, 
fully equipped, with good trade; perma- 
nent position, with salary equal to the 
Position; also have two other propositions; 
situated in beautiful cities of 10,000; very 
desirable place to live. Address 601, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis, 























SITUATIONS WANTED 








AS HEAD MILLER IN MILL, 100 TO 150 
bbis, or as second in larger, by expert mill- 
er with wide experience; middle-aged 
married man; references. Address 599, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


AS SALESMAN TO REPRESENT A GOOD 
Kansas mill, Pennsylvania territory; sal- 
ary and commission or straight salary; 
best references; can produce results. Ad- 
dress 611, care Northwestern Miller, Minne- 
apolis. 








AS SECOND MILLER IN 100- TO 500-BBL 
mill by man of 10 years’ experience; state 
salary and if steady position; can come at 
once; I am a Dane, six years in this coun- 
try. Address C. Rose, 620 Ninth Street 
South, Minneapolis. 





MILL MANAGER WITH WIDE EXPERI- 
ence and best of reputation will be open to 
negotiate with mill of large capacity; ex- 
tensive trade acquaintance in eastern mar- 
kets. Address 609, 
Miller, Minneapolis. 


BY FLOUR SALESMAN HAVING WIDE, 
friendly acquaintance among bakers and 
jobbers in New England states; experi- 
enced both spring and Kansas; can get the 
business, Address 610, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 


AS MILL CHEMIST; HAVE HAD SEVERAL 
years’ baking experience and have just 
completed a thorough course in milling 


care Northwestern 








chemistry; am competent to take complete 
charge of laboratory; would be willing to 
start at a very reasonable salary; available 
now; answer at once. Address Rene He- 
bert, 721 South Wood Street, Chicago, III. 


WANTED—BY JUNE 1 OR JULY 1, POSI- 
tion as head miller in mill, 250 to 800 bbis; 
acquainted with all varieties of wheat and 
most modern methods of milling practice; 
thoroughly reliable American, with energy 
and thrift; will give thorough try-out in 
any acceptable position; highest references 
furnished. Address “Efficient,” 589, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


HEAD MILLER’S POSITION WANTED, 
100- to 500-bb1 mill, with live, progressive 
company; 18 years at the business; young 
man, hustler, thorough mechanic and mill- 
wright; can give you 100 per cent service, 
and have the ability to~make your mill 
produce; references and personal interview 
to reliable parties; let’s get together. Ad- 
dress 687, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis. 








AS TRAVELLING SALESMAN BY YOUNG 
man now employed by eastern mil! and 
enjoying very extensive straight and mixed 
car business through western New York 
and Pennsylvania; prefer eastern mill 
manufacturing a good line of stock and 
dairy feeds; can give best references; at 
liberty June 1; backed by eight years ©x- 
perience; if you want results, address 597, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





MILL OWNERS AND OTHERS IN NEED 
of help are advised that this paper has on 
file the names of many head and second 
millers, millwrights, engineers, packers, 
grain buyers and kindred help; also names 
of managers, sales-managers, flour s4les- 
men, office men, bookkeepers, etc. Infor- 
mation and assistance toward placing 
employers in touch with competent help 
freely offered. The Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis, Minn., or branch offices. 
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May 2, 1917 


youNG MAN DESIRES POSITION AS 

sales-manager, Kansas mill preferred; abil- 
ity and experience in marketing flour; have 
you place in your organization for man 
of my qualifications? What have you to 
offer? Address 600, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 


AS MANAGER, ASSISTANT MANAGER, OR 

~ gales-manager, by man in the forties; has 
thorough knowledge of the milling busi- 
ness in all its branches, is active, aggres- 
sive and thoroughly reliable; knows how 
to operate a plant along economical lines, 
and where to market its products to best 
advantage; will guarantee results if physi- 
cal condition and location of mill is reason- 
ably good; initial salary a secondary con- 
sideration; has filled executive positions 
with mills ranging in capacity from 200 
to 3,000 bbls, for the past 18 years, includ- 
ing hard and soft as well as spring wheat; 
health and habits good; employed, but 
desire to make a change; first-class refer- 
ences, including banks and prominent job- 
bing houses, Address 608, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis. 








— 
—— 


MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 


— 
— 


FOR SALE—NEW YORK STATE WATER- 
power mill of 150 bbls capacity. For par- 
ticulars address 604, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 














FOR SALE—100-BBL MILL IN GOOD CON- 
dition, steam power, located in western 
Minnesota; plenty of wheat at mill door; 
price $15,000. Address 5, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis, 


FOR SALE BY OWNERS, OR WILL TAKE 
grain elevators in exchange—one of the 
best up-to-date 125-bbl mills in the North- 
west; large elevator. Address 607, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis, 








FOR SALE AT A BARGAIN—ONE 100-BBL 


Nordyke & Marmon flour mill, six double 
stands for wheat, four brake and three 
pair high corn mill; one 25,000-bu capacity 
steel elevator, B. B. Martin, Grand Prairie, 
Texas. 


FOR SALE—200-BBL MILL IN INDIANA, 
60 miles from Chicago; perfect condition; 
plenty of wheat at mill’s door; can grind 
hard or soft wheat; a bargain. Address 
Purviance & Kanzelbaum, 1626 East 14 
Jackson Boulevard, Chicago. 











MISCELLANEOUS 








TO EXCHANGE LAND AND CITY PROP- 
erty for flour mill west of Mississippi River. 
Address C. Shannon, Earlham, Iowa. 
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Scientifically 
Exact 
Laboratory 
Reports— 


The dependable accuracy of our 
wheat, flour and baking tests is 
attested by the many large mills 
which use us to check their own 
laboratory work. 


There is no guessing about an 
ESTABROOK report,—it tells 
you what the wheat or flour is 
and shows with exactitude its 
baking worth. 


You can’t mill without 
laboratory service. 


The 
Estabrook 
Laboratory 


A. W. Estabrook 
Kansas City, Mo. 





rials. 


NEW YORE, Fulto 








17th St. and Western Ave. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


50 Church Stree 


DALLAS, TEXAS, 711 Main Street 


“ Building, Hudson Terminal 


Elevator Buckets 


We carry in stock atall times a large 
supply of Elevator Buckets, includ- 
ing Caldwell Seamless Steel, Salem, 
Regular Riveted and various styles 


of Malleable Iron. All sizes and gauges for handling different mate- 
Special buckets made to order. Manufacturers of Helicoid 
Screw Conveyor, Steel Elevator Casings, Pulleys, Bearings, Rope 
Sheaves and Gears. Complete 
and Transmitting Machinery for Grain Elevators, Flour Mills, etc. 


H. W. Caldwell & Son Co. 


equipments of Elevating, Conveying 











There is 


Ony One FEED GOVERNOR 


The Common Sense Horizontal Wheat Steamer is 
a perfect wheat conditioner. Write for booklet. 
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COLUMBIAN FEED GOVERNOR CO., Minneapolis, Minn. 


North Second Street 











FOR SALE—COMPLETE MACHINERY 
for 125-bbl hard wheat flour mill, Barnard 
& Leas equipment throughout; this mill 
now in actual operation 24 hours daily; 
owners installing new machinery for 300- 
bbl capacity. Address the Ravenna Mills, 
Ravenna, Neb, 








$,750—AT THE PRICE MENTIONED IT 
can’t be beaten; complete machinery and 
equipment for 150-bbl flour mill; don’t 
form any opinion based upon the price 


mentioned which is a sacrifice price for 
quick sale; write me for our proposition. 
D. G. Donahue, 312 Plymouth Building, 
Minneapolis, Minn, 





WANTED TO BUY USED MACHINES IN 
good condition—three 9x30-inch or 9x36- 
inch double-stand ball-bearing mill rolls; 
half dozen revolving aspirators; one ball- 
bearing 24-inch attrition mill (direct motor 
connected preferred); one N. & M. or Cut- 
ler meal dryer. Address 598, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 





A well-trained Canadian Sales-Manager with 
thorough experience in the cereal business 
from manufacturing to delivery, wishes to 
represent a good United States company in 
Canadian territory, extending from Ontario 
to the Atlantic Coast; would take manage- 
ment of Canadian mill for American concern. 
Address ‘‘Sales-Manager,”’ care 1001 Lums- 
den Building, Toronto, Ontario. 








FOR SALE CHEAP, the following 
machinery, practically new: One Ameri- 
can Blower Fan, 60in; one Howe plat- 
form scale with 60 bu hopper, double 
beam; one invincible receiving - 
tor, No. 7, with double fan; one Fair- 
banks gasoline engine, 8 h.-p. O. 8. Chris- 
tensen Co., Madelia, Minnesota. 








Trade Mark Services 


ANo. 1 

All Woo) Four Preliminary Search- 
Yard Wide es for Price of One 

100% The Business STAND- 
AtHome and ARDIZED only by the 
Abroad TRADE MARK TITLE CO. 


Est. 1905. Ft. Wayne, Ind. 








We are large buyers of 
Purified Middlings 
It may pay you to correspond with us. 


CREAM OF WHEAT COMPANY 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
~~. 














Invincible 


Scourers 


Clean the wheat without 
breaking it. 


The best suction of any 
scourer made. 
Removes all dust and 
dirt quickly. 


Write us for catalogue 
and prices on our 
complete line 

of 


Scourers 
Separators 
Packers 
Ete. 


The Strong-Scott Mfg. Co. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
H. ©. Caywood 
1115 Second Ave. South 
Great Falls, Mont. 


Representing 


Invincible Grain Cleaner Co. 


Silver Creek, N. Y. 











The McDaniel Patent Angle 


Screen Separator 


OATS FROM WHEAT 
WHEAT FROM OATS 


This is the only machine ever built having large capacity within 


small s 


from wheat in one operation. 


that will make practically a perfect separation of oats 


It is not a tailings machine, but is 


built to handle your full mill stream. You would be surprised to 
know the amount of oats, barley and weed seeds, etc., you grind with 


your wheat every 


day. Send us via parcel 


post a fifteen-pound 


sample of your clean wheat before going to the rolls and we will run 
it over one of these machines and return the separation to you. 


We have had this machine in continuous operation for over two 
years, and placed it on the market only a few months ago. 


It is long past 


the experimental stage, and within the last few 


months we have sold 50 machines to the most progressive and best 


mills in this country. Every user a booster. 


t us send you our 


literature which illustrates and fully describes this machine. 


Richmond Mfg. Co. 


L. S. Meexer, N. W. Representative, 


2 Chamber of Commerce, Minnea 


LOCKPORT, N. Y. 


polis, Minn. 
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The Northwestern Miller believes the following firms to be thoroughly reliable and responsible. 
No others will knowingly be advertised by it. 


A Mill at the Seaboard 


Established 1774 | 1,500 Barrels 
Capacity 


PATAPSCO FLOUR Girone insahiect 


: ae , the best wheat selection 
Its Long Record is Proof of its Merit duik: ‘yi ak oibiediiias 
of quick deliveries of our 
well known brands of 








Manufactured by 


“ACen PL) Seine He cine STE 


Quaker City Flour Mills Co.. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., U.S. A. 














The Raymond-Hadley Corporation | | H-O Steam-Cooked 
MILLERS and EXPORTERS Chick Feed 


42 Whitehall Street, NEW YORK, U.S. A. helps to increase your profits 


Want First Spring Clears, Rolled_Oats, and your customers’ profits. 
Oat Meal and White Corn Flour Please send samples 


After all’s 
said and ~ 
done 


“Granite 
99 
Flour George Urban Milling Company 


keeps righ t on Everything the best of its kind. Mixed cars a specialty. 
| P th BUFFALO, N. Y., U. 8. A. No loss from spoiled or sour 
eading ahi grain because our steam-cooking 


procession —— process removes much of the 


in quality Li iT 4 Dn A fr fe f i ' | coher calias makes strong, 
sate chicks. 

















MAKES HIGH \\ QUALITY | BREAD | 


Zea ck me & wht w Tees A Sed _ Sample, prices and descriptive 
MOSELEY & MOTLEY MILLING CO. ~ RocHESTER, N.Y. creme se 9 
J.G. DAVIS CO. Se 

Mills: 


General Sales Agent 


tacts | CORONA FLOUR © AgINDS 2,00] | netics. | Strano 























Mr. Baker if you we ROYAL WHEAT 


YOU SHOULD BUY FROM US when you want for blending you are able to maintain the standard 
regular deliveries. you have set for your product. 


FEDERAL MILLING CO., Lockport, N. Y. R. W. SEARLE, BUFFALO, N. Y. 

















| FOR MORE THAN 7! YEAPS\ /) =) 0 i Ae - 9 ee tO) — ee 
f THE STANDARD FOR ALL \/ BAKERY. THE PROOF 
i} HOUSEHOLD BAKINGS.\ | et el ee ce 
| PRODUCE EXCHANGE, NEW YORK | if /\ GUARANTEED DATINGS ON 
|503 SENECA STREET. BUFFALO ANA ole 2-1. ma-1) 5 mo) ae ee ice 
Bi HECARREILL “+ SS o * ~ mitis at NEW YORK ano BUFFALO. 














